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Isaiah 19

 1The burden of Egypt. Behold, the LORD rideth upon a swift cloud, and shall come into Egypt: and the idols of Egypt shall be moved at his presence, and the heart of Egypt shall melt in the midst of it. 

 2And I will set the Egyptians against the Egyptians: and they shall fight every one against his brother, and every one against his neighbour; city against city, and kingdom against kingdom. 

 3And the spirit of Egypt shall fail in the midst thereof; and I will destroy the counsel thereof: and they shall seek to the idols, and to the charmers, and to them that have familiar spirits, and to the wizards. 

 4And the Egyptians will I give over into the hand of a cruel lord; and a fierce king shall rule over them, saith the Lord, the LORD of hosts. 

 5And the waters shall fail from the sea, and the river shall be wasted and dried up. 

 6And they shall turn the rivers far away; and the brooks of defence shall be emptied and dried up: the reeds and flags shall wither. 

 7The paper reeds by the brooks, by the mouth of the brooks, and every thing sown by the brooks, shall wither, be driven away, and be no more. 

 8The fishers also shall mourn, and all they that cast angle into the brooks shall lament, and they that spread nets upon the waters shall languish. 

 9Moreover they that work in fine flax, and they that weave networks, shall be confounded. 

 10And they shall be broken in the purposes thereof, all that make sluices and ponds for fish. 

 11Surely the princes of Zoan are fools, the counsel of the wise counsellors of Pharaoh is become brutish: how say ye unto Pharaoh, I am the son of the wise, the son of ancient kings? 

 12Where are they? where are thy wise men? and let them tell thee now, and let them know what the LORD of hosts hath purposed upon Egypt. 

 13The princes of Zoan are become fools, the princes of Noph are deceived; they have also seduced Egypt, even they that are the stay of the tribes thereof. 

 14The LORD hath mingled a perverse spirit in the midst thereof: and they have caused Egypt to err in every work thereof, as a drunken man staggereth in his vomit. 

 15Neither shall there be any work for Egypt, which the head or tail, branch or rush, may do. 

 16In that day shall Egypt be like unto women: and it shall be afraid and fear because of the shaking of the hand of the LORD of hosts, which he shaketh over it. 

 17And the land of Judah shall be a terror unto Egypt, every one that maketh mention thereof shall be afraid in himself, because of the counsel of the LORD of hosts, which he hath determined against it. 

 18In that day shall five cities in the land of Egypt speak the language of Canaan, and swear to the LORD of hosts; one shall be called, The city of destruction. 

 19In that day shall there be an altar to the LORD in the midst of the land of Egypt, and a pillar at the border thereof to the LORD. 

 20And it shall be for a sign and for a witness unto the LORD of hosts in the land of Egypt: for they shall cry unto the LORD because of the oppressors, and he shall send them a saviour, and a great one, and he shall deliver them. 

 21And the LORD shall be known to Egypt, and the Egyptians shall know the LORD in that day, and shall do sacrifice and oblation; yea, they shall vow a vow unto the LORD, and perform it. 

 22And the LORD shall smite Egypt: he shall smite and heal it: and they shall return even to the LORD, and he shall be intreated of them, and shall heal them. 

 23In that day shall there be a highway out of Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrian shall come into Egypt, and the Egyptian into Assyria, and the Egyptians shall serve with the Assyrians. 

 24In that day shall Israel be the third with Egypt and with Assyria, even a blessing in the midst of the land: 

 25Whom the LORD of hosts shall bless, saying, Blessed be Egypt my people, and Assyria the work of my hands, and Israel mine inheritance.
Isaiah 20

 1In the year that Tartan came unto Ashdod, (when Sargon the king of Assyria sent him,) and fought against Ashdod, and took it; 

 2At the same time spake the LORD by Isaiah the son of Amoz, saying, Go and loose the sackcloth from off thy loins, and put off thy shoe from thy foot. And he did so, walking naked and barefoot. 

 3And the LORD said, Like as my servant Isaiah hath walked naked and barefoot three years for a sign and wonder upon Egypt and upon Ethiopia; 

 4So shall the king of Assyria lead away the Egyptians prisoners, and the Ethiopians captives, young and old, naked and barefoot, even with their buttocks uncovered, to the shame of Egypt. 

 5And they shall be afraid and ashamed of Ethiopia their expectation, and of Egypt their glory. 

 6And the inhabitant of this isle shall say in that day, Behold, such is our expectation, whither we flee for help to be delivered from the king of Assyria: and how shall we escape?

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Chapters 19–20
Theme: The burden of Egypt—through gloom to glory
Chapters 13–23 present eleven judgments against nations that surrounded the nation Israel. The burden of Egypt is the sixth burden. Egypt is certainly one nation we would expect to find on this list. This is one of the greatest passages that illustrate the accuracy of the Word of God. Certainly fulfilled prophecy is proof that the Bible is the Word of God. No nation figures more prominently on the pages of Scripture than Egypt in its relationship to Israel. Egypt has a longer history than any nation mentioned in Scripture, including Israel. In fact, it was down in the land of Egypt that the nation Israel was born. Seventy souls from the family of Jacob journeyed there, and four hundred years later they left Egypt with at least a million and a half people. Egypt was an old nation at that time. It has had a continuous history right down to the present day. It is in existence today and plays a prominent part in world events. And it has a glorious future predicted in this chapter. This chapter contains all the elements which enter into the history of the nation—its past, present, and future.
Egypt came into prominence early in Scripture when Abraham ran away to Egypt and got into difficulties. Later Joseph was sold into Egypt, and during a famine Jacob and his sons went down into Egypt with their families. There Israel became a great nation as slaves in the brickyards. Later on, after the children of Israel returned to the Promised Land, two of their kings, Ahaz and Hezekiah, made an alliance with Egypt and found her an unreliable ally.

During the intertestamental period, between Malachi and Matthew, Israel suffered grievously at the hand of Egypt. When the Lord Jesus Christ was born, He was taken down into Egypt. The gospel made many converts in Egypt during the first three centuries of the Christian era. Out of that section of North Africa came three great saints of the church—Athanasius, Origen, and Augustine—and others also. In our day, Egypt has been a thorn in the side of the new nation of Israel.

Fulfilled Prophecy Concerning Egypt
The burden of Egypt. Behold, the Lord rideth upon a swift cloud, and shall come into Egypt: and the idols of Egypt shall be moved at his presence, and the heart of Egypt shall melt in the midst of it [Isa. 19:1].

The idolatry of Egypt is the chief target of God’s condemnation. We will pick up this theme again when we get to the Book of Ezekiel where God says that every idol would disappear from Egypt. Perhaps no people were ever given over to idolatry more than the Egyptians, with the possible exception of Babylonia, which was the fountainhead of idolatry. What Paul said in Romans 1:21–23 fits Egypt like a glove: “Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed beasts, and creeping things.”

History bears testimony to the fact that Egypt was originally monotheistic, that is, they worshiped one God; but they gradually lapsed into the basest sort of idolatry where every creature under heaven was worshiped, including the bull, the frog, the scarab (a bug), the fish, and all sorts of birds. When Moses was ready to deliver the children of Israel from Egypt, God had to carry on warfare, which I call the battle of the gods, in which God through Moses brought down plagues upon Egypt. Jehovah struck at all forms of idolatry in Egypt—from the sun in the heavens and the River Nile to frogs and lice in the land. Each plague was directed against one of the gods or idols of Egypt.

Now God comes down again in a cloud like a chariot to destroy the idols of Egypt. It is interesting to know that idolatry has long since disappeared from the land, though the people dwell in the ignorance and superstition of the Moslem religion. I have visited Egypt twice, and there is no darkness like the darkness in the land of Egypt. Isaiah’s prophecy has been fulfilled.

And I will set the Egyptians against the Egyptians: and they shall fight every one against his brother, and every one against his neighbour; city against city, and kingdom against kingdom [Isa. 19:2].
At about the time of Isaiah several pharaohs arose who could no longer control this great kingdom, and the army no longer obeyed them. The people no longer respected the government. This caused the setting up of weak city-states that were self-governing for a period of time. For this reason there were great cities such as Thebes and Karnak in Upper Egypt, and in Lower Egypt there was another cluster of great cities. There was a break-up of cities also at Memphis, known in Scripture as Noph.

And the spirit of Egypt shall fail in the midst thereof; and I will destroy the counsel thereof: and they shall seek to the idols, and to the charmers, and to them that have familiar spirits and to the wizards [Isa. 19:3].
The proud nation of Egypt had advanced its civilization much further than other nations. There is not a nation under the sun today that does not owe a great deal to the civilization of Egypt. There came a time when Egypt turned to idols and finally in desperation resorted to spiritism. You find that at the time of Moses, for instance, the magicians who were called in could actually duplicate some of the miracles that Moses did. The time came when they could no longer duplicate what Moses did, but what they did at first reveals the fact that they were not fakers; they actually had satanic powers.

“The spirit of Egypt shall fail.” The time came when the nation was brought down to a low level.

And the Egyptians will I give over into the hand of a cruel lord; and a fierce king shall rule over them, saith the Lord, the Lord of hosts [Isa. 19:4].
This “cruel lord” cannot be positively identified from history, as Egypt was attacked and subdued by a series of invaders who eventually reduced the nation to poverty.

And the waters shall fail from the sea, and the river shall be wasted and dried up [Isa. 19:5].
The “sea” in this verse refers to the River Nile which was the main artery of the nation and a large body of water. “The rivers” are the canals that were built especially at the mouth of the river. That delta area had to be kept open in that day because so much soil was being brought down by the River Nile.

And they shall turn the rivers far away; and the brooks of defence shall be emptied and dried up: the reeds and flags shall wither [Isa. 19:6].
It is quite interesting that even today those “brooks,” those outlets to the sea there at the delta, are filled up. It had been a wonderful place like the Garden of Eden, but it is not that now by any means. Those who have traveled to the land of Egypt are amazed to see that there is no great growth of vegetation along the banks of the Nile. There is no forest or heavy foliage such as is common along other great rivers.

Now notice what God says specifically:

The paper reeds by the brooks, by the mouth of the brooks, and every thing sown by the brooks, shall wither, be driven away, and be no more [Isa. 19:7].
The “paper reeds” are the papyri which were used in that day as paper is used today. It was one of the main industries of Egypt, and it added a great deal to the wealth of Egypt. After clay tablets, papyrus became the writing material of man. The Phoenicians introduced papyrus all over the civilized world of their day, and the main source of this writing material was raised along the Nile River. You won’t find it there today. It no longer grows along the banks where it was indigenous. If you go there today, you will find papyri in front of the museum beside the pool that is there, and you see it growing at some of the wealthy homes, especially in the British colony at Cairo. It is a luxury plant; it is no longer the common plant which grew plentifully along the River Nile. God said it would cease. You can try to find a natural explanation for its dying out, but I believe that God had something to do with it.

The fishers also shall mourn, and all they that cast angle into the brooks shall lament, and they that spread nets upon the waters shall languish [Isa. 19:8].
Fishing was another great industry in Egypt, as the Nile River abounded in fish. When the children of Israel came out of Egypt, they missed the fish they had eaten in Egypt. Of course, there were no fish in the desert. God gave them flesh to eat when He sent them quail; but, very frankly, they didn’t care too much for quail on toast. They much preferred the fish in Egypt. The fish have disappeared, and to this day fishing is not one of the industries along the Nile. This prophecy was literally fulfilled. When I was in Egypt, I particularly watched for people fishing in the Nile. I don’t think I saw over two or three people fishing! In Florida you see hundreds of people fishing along the canals, but you don’t see fishing like that in Egypt. God said that the fishermen would mourn and lament—because they wouldn’t catch anything.

Moreover they that work in fine flax, and they that weave networks, shall be confounded [Isa. 19:9].
Egypt raised flax, and they wove it into remarkable linen. It even excelled the linen made in Ireland in our day. I have been told that while the Irish linen mills get about 180,000 feet of strands per pound, the Egyptian mills got 300,000—almost twice the amount. It was very much like silk. It is said that a fisherman could take a net made of that fine twined byssus linen and pull it through the ring on his hand! It was this Egyptian linen that was used in Israel’s wilderness tabernacle. The people had brought that wonderful linen with them.

Now God said that that industry would disappear, and it certainly has disappeared. This prophecy has been literally fulfilled.

And they shall be broken in the purposes thereof, all that make sluices and ponds for fish [Isa. 19:10].
The entire fishing industry was to disappear. This has been fulfilled literally. Dr. F. C. Jennings writes, “Egypt’s wealth, as already said, practically consists in her river, because of its volume here called a sea.” All of that has disappeared.

Surely the princes of Zoan are fools, the counsel of the wise counsellors of Pharaoh is become brutish: how say ye unto Pharaoh, I am the son of the wise, the son of ancient kings? [Isa. 19:11].
The royal line of the pharaohs intermarried so much—actually brother married sister—that it produced offspring who were morons. God said:

The princes of Zoan are become fools, the princes of Noph are deceived; they have also seduced Egypt, even they that are the stay of the tribes thereof [Isa. 19:13].
“Noph” is Memphis as we know it.

“They have also seduced Egypt.” We all know the sordid story of Cleopatra (a Greek) who became queen of Egypt.

The Lord hath mingled a perverse spirit in the midst thereof: and they have caused Egypt to err in every work thereof, as a drunken man staggereth in his vomit [Isa. 19:14].
This is a vivid picture of the reduction of Egypt to a base kingdom.

Neither shall there be any work for Egypt, which the head or tail, branch or rush, may do [Isa. 19:15].
According to this verse there would be the failure of industry and commerce. They would die, and poverty and wretchedness would overtake the nation. Isaiah has predicted that there will be failure of false religion, failure of material resources, and failure of spiritual power. When these disappeared, the prophecy that Egypt would become a base kingdom was fulfilled. All you have to do is to go to Cairo today to have this confirmed.

Unfulfilled Prophecy
In that day shall Egypt be like unto women: and it shall be afraid and fear because of the shaking of the hand of the Lord of hosts, which he shaketh over it [Isa. 19:16].

The phrase, “In that day,” places this section in the future. “In that day” Egypt will be afraid like women; that will be their condition when they go into the Great Tribulation Period.

And the land of Judah shall be a terror unto Egypt, every one that maketh mention thereof shall be afraid in himself, because of the counsel of the Lord of hosts, which he hath determined against it [Isa. 19:17].
You may be thinking that this verse is being fulfilled in our day when we see buildings in Egypt, like the museum in Cairo, sandbagged and protected against a bomb attack.

In that day five cities in the land of Egypt speak the language of Canaan, and swear to the Lord of hosts; one shall be called, The city of destruction [Isa. 19:18].
This entire section looks toward the Day of the Lord for a complete fulfillment.

In that day shall there be an altar to the Lord in the midst of the land of Egypt, and a pillar at the border thereof to the Lord.
And it shall be for a sign and for a witness unto the Lord of hosts in the land of Egypt: for they shall cry unto the Lord because of the oppressors, and he shall send them a saviour, and a great one, and he shall deliver them [Isa. 19:19–20].
“An altar to the Lord” has been interpreted by some of the cults as the pyramid. The pyramid is neither an altar nor a pillar, but a monstrous mausoleum for the burying of kings and queens. What will be “a sign”? What will be an ensign? The cross will yet be the place to which Egypt will look instead of to a crescent.

And the Lord shall be known to Egypt, and the Egyptians shall know the Lord in that day, and shall do sacrifice and oblation; yea, they shall vow a vow unto the Lord, and perform it.
And the Lord shall smite Egypt: he shall smite and heal it: and they shall return even to the Lord, and he shall be entreated of them, and shall heal them [Isa. 19:21–22].
Egypt has a glorious future. The nation will enter and enjoy the kingdom with Israel. It may not look like this could be possible in the present hour. Only God can do this.

In that day shall there be a highway out of Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrian shall come into Egypt, and the Egyptian into Assyria, and the Egyptians shall serve with the Assyrians [Isa. 19:23].
This freeway will not be for soldiers and armies but for those going to Jerusalem to serve Christ the King.

In that day shall Israel be the third with Egypt and with Assyria, even a blessing in the midst of the land [Isa. 19:24].
Note the exalted position of Egypt in the Kingdom.

Whom the Lord of hosts shall bless, saying, Blessed be Egypt my people, and Assyria the work of my hands, and Israel mine inheritance [Isa. 19:25].
A blessing is yet to come to Egypt, a despised and debased nation.

The one great thought in chapter 20 is that in three years Israel would be invaded. Chapter 19 closed on the high note of future blessing for Egypt in the millennial kingdom, and this chapter predicts coming events in the near future, which will prove the reliability of Isaiah as a prophet of God.

In the year that Tartan came unto Ashdod (when Sargon the king of Assyria sent him,) and fought against Ashdod, and took it [Isa. 20:1].
Tartan was a general in the Assyrian army, mentioned in 2 Kings 18:17. Ashdod was a city in the northern kingdom of ten tribes. Sargon succeeded Shalmaneser (see 2 Kings 17:3).

This is the only place the name of Sargon is mentioned in the Bible. As recent as one hundred years ago historians maintained that Sargon never lived, because they could find no reference to him in secular history. However, archaeologists discovered that the Assyrian form of his name is Sharrukin. Abundant historical materials concerning his reign have come down to us.

At the same time spake the Lord by Isaiah the son of Amoz, saying, Go and loose the sackcloth from off thy loins, and put off thy shoe from thy foot. And he did so, walking naked and barefoot [Isa. 20:2].
Isaiah was to become a walking parable to Israel as a warning not to become confederate with Egypt. Probably Isaiah was not asked to go in the nude. Clothing was and is so essential to the customs of the East and nudity is so revolting that it is obvious that this was not intended. Isaiah was to lay aside his outward tunic of mourning. This would attract immediate and startling attention to the prophet. It would enable Isaiah to make his point publicly. It is well to note the words of F. Delitzsch at this point, “What Isaiah was therefore directed to do was simply opposed to common custom and not to moral decency.”

And the Lord said, Like as my servant Isaiah hath walked naked and barefoot three years for a sign and wonder upon Egypt and upon Ethiopia [Isa. 20:3].
Isaiah was to walk through Israel to let them know what would happen to Egypt. As he walked, we are told, he would be for a sign and wonder for the people.

So shall the king of Assyria lead away the Egyptians prisoners, and the Ethiopians captives, young and old, naked and barefoot, even with their buttocks uncovered, to the shame of Egypt [Isa. 20:4].
Since Egypt could not protect herself (nor could Ethiopia), she would not be a reliable ally for Israel. Both Egypt and Ethiopia were invaded by Sargon of Assyria, and this shame which Isaiah had predicted came upon Egypt.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Isaiah 21

 1The burden of the desert of the sea. As whirlwinds in the south pass through; so it cometh from the desert, from a terrible land. 

 2A grievous vision is declared unto me; the treacherous dealer dealeth treacherously, and the spoiler spoileth. Go up, O Elam: besiege, O Media; all the sighing thereof have I made to cease. 

 3Therefore are my loins filled with pain: pangs have taken hold upon me, as the pangs of a woman that travaileth: I was bowed down at the hearing of it; I was dismayed at the seeing of it. 

 4My heart panted, fearfulness affrighted me: the night of my pleasure hath he turned into fear unto me. 

 5Prepare the table, watch in the watchtower, eat, drink: arise, ye princes, and anoint the shield. 

 6For thus hath the LORD said unto me, Go, set a watchman, let him declare what he seeth. 

 7And he saw a chariot with a couple of horsemen, a chariot of asses, and a chariot of camels; and he hearkened diligently with much heed: 

 8And he cried, A lion: My lord, I stand continually upon the watchtower in the daytime, and I am set in my ward whole nights: 

 9And, behold, here cometh a chariot of men, with a couple of horsemen. And he answered and said, Babylon is fallen, is fallen; and all the graven images of her gods he hath broken unto the ground. 

 10O my threshing, and the corn of my floor: that which I have heard of the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, have I declared unto you. 

 11The burden of Dumah. He calleth to me out of Seir, Watchman, what of the night? Watchman, what of the night? 

 12The watchman said, The morning cometh, and also the night: if ye will enquire, enquire ye: return, come. 

 13The burden upon Arabia. In the forest in Arabia shall ye lodge, O ye travelling companies of Dedanim. 

 14The inhabitants of the land of Tema brought water to him that was thirsty, they prevented with their bread him that fled. 

 15For they fled from the swords, from the drawn sword, and from the bent bow, and from the grievousness of war. 

 16For thus hath the LORD said unto me, Within a year, according to the years of an hireling, and all the glory of Kedar shall fail: 

 17And the residue of the number of archers, the mighty men of the children of Kedar, shall be diminished: for the LORD God of Israel hath spoken it.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Chapter 21
Theme: Three burdens: Babylon “desert of the sea,” Edom “Dumah,” and Arabia
Isaiah is enumerating eleven “burdens,” or judgments. In this chapter we are going to consider burdens seven, eight, and nine, which are against Babylon, Edom, and Arabia. These burdens are set forth by expressive symbols, and in the day they were given I am sure they were as clear to the people as the noonday sun. In fact, they were as clear to the people in Isaiah’s day as the expressions “stars and stripes” and “Old Glory” are to every American. The insignia in this chapter are not quite so clear to us today, and as a result there has been some disagreement among Bible expositors about their meaning. They can be identified as Babylon, Edom, and Arabia, and each one will be considered separately as we go through this chapter. All were enemies or potential enemies of Israel. Each brought a particular misery upon God’s people. Each has been judged in time.
This chapter is a neglected part of the Word of God. To prove this, let me ask you a question. When was the last time you heard a sermon or Bible study on this chapter of the Bible? I have a notion that you have never heard a study on Isaiah 21. This is another section of Scripture which confirms my position of a premillennial, pretribulation, dispensational interpretation of the Word of God. It is the only interpretation which would satisfy a passage like this, which is the reason all other systems stay clear of this chapter and other portions of God’s Word with like teaching.

The remarkable thing in this chapter is that symbols are used. Now I believe in a literal interpretation of Scripture, but when symbolism is used, it always pictures reality. That is an important thing to remember. Many expositors call a teaching of Scripture symbolism in an attempt to make it disappear. Like a magician says, “hocus-pocus,” and it’s gone—so don’t worry about it. My friend, let’s not try to evaporate this section of Scripture, but let’s study it to see what God is saying.

The burden of the desert of the sea. As whirlwinds in the south pass through; so it cometh from the dessert, from a terrible land [Isa. 21:1].
“The desert of the sea” is a strange expression. It is like saying “the dryness of the water,” or “how dry the water is.” This may not be too peculiar to us since we have “dry ice” and “cold heat.” Dr. F. C. Jennings translates this verse, “As sweep the whirlwinds through the south, so comes it from the desert, from the land that strikes with terror.” This is a good interpretation of the verse, but it does not identify the nation. But if you keep reading, the nation is identified in verse 9: “Babylon is fallen, is fallen.” So we know “the desert of the sea” is Babylon. Before Babylon became a world power, her doom was again predicted. We have already seen that. The first burden in chapters 13–14 was against Babylon. Babylon became so awe-inspiring and frightful, and represented so much in Scripture, that we have this further word concerning its doom. It was the first place of united rebellion against God at the tower of Babel, and it represents the last stronghold of rebellion against God. We find this in Revelation 17 and 18. Religious Babylon is presented in Revelation 17, and commercial Babylon is set forth in Revelation 18.

The expression, “desert of the sea,” is a paradoxical phrase. Babylon was geographically located on a great desert plain beside the Euphrates River. It was irrigated by canals from the river. Jeremiah gives this description of Babylon, “O thou that dwellest upon many waters, abundant in treasures, thine end is come, and the measure of thy covetousness” (Jer. 51:13). The desert and the sea form a weird amalgamation here. This same fusion of desert and sea is made by John in Revelation. “So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns” (Rev. 17:3). This is the desert where John beheld the mystery Babylon: “… Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon many waters” (Rev. 17:1). It was in the desert that John saw the “many waters.” These two verses are symbolic, but they carry through the same pattern. We will find it again in Jeremiah.

Babylon, with its glitter and glamour and as the fountainhead of idolatry and false religion, was a mirage upon the desert. Isn’t this tremendous!—“desert of the sea”—what a picture! Babylon was not a wonderful place. It was a mirage in the desert. It wasn’t a spring or an oasis at all, but a place filled with idols and false religion. There was no life-giving water there for the souls of men. This is something that every pastor, every radio preacher, every church, and every church member ought to turn over in his mind. Is my church or am I a life-giving fountain, or am I just a mirage upon the desert of life?

A grievous vision is declared unto me; the treacherous dealer dealeth treacherously, and the spoiler spoileth. Go up, O Elam; besiege, O Media; all the sighing thereof have I made to cease [Isa. 21:2].
God commands the two-fold nation of Media-Persia to destroy and spoil the city. “Go up, O Elam [Persia]: besiege, O Media.” That is exactly what happened. This is a prophecy that was given before the invasion took place.

Therefore are my loins filled with pain: pangs have taken hold upon me, as the pangs of a woman that travaileth: I was bowed down at the hearing of it; I was dismayed at the seeing of it.
My heart panted, fearfulness affrighted me: the night of my pleasure bath he turned into fear unto me [Isa. 21:3–4].
Once again Isaiah is moved with great feeling and emotion when he learns of the coming devastation. This is the heart of God revealed, desiring to show mercy and loath to judge even so frightful a foe. God’s love is as evident here as in the tears of Jeremiah. No one can rejoice in the judgment of God. God says that His judgment is His “strange” work. He does not want to judge you; He wants to save you, but the choice is yours. He doesn’t want to judge nations either, and that choice is up to them.

Prepare the table, watch in the watch-tower, eat, drink: arise, ye princes, and anoint the shield [Isa. 21:5].
This verse reads as if it were an eyewitness account of the destruction of Babylon as recorded by Daniel (see Dan. 5). Remember, this was recorded about two hundred years before it transpired. In the midst of the banquet of Belshazzar, the Median general, Gobryas, detoured the river that flowed through the city and marched his army on the dry river bed underneath the walls of the city. He took the city by surprise and shock. This is something that God said would take place.

And he cried, A lion: My Lord, I stand continually upon the watchtower in the daytime, and I am set in my ward whole nights:
And, behold, here cometh a chariot of men, with a couple of horsemen. And he answered and said, Babylon is fallen, is fallen; and all the graven images of her gods he hath broken unto the ground [Isa. 21:8–9].
The watchman on the walls of the city tells the people inside what he sees. He says, “As I look out on the desert, here comes a chariot of men, with a couple of horses.” They are messengers, and their message is “Babylon is fallen, is fallen.” The watchman brings word to the king of Babylon that it has fallen (see Jer. 51:31–33). All of Babylon’s graven images of her gods are broken unto the ground. This is a sigh of sorrow as well as relief. Babylon was the source of all idolatry.

O my threshing, and the corn of my floor: that which I have heard of the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, have I declared unto you [Isa. 21:10].
Harvest is the time of judgment. In John 4:35 our Lord said, “Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest.” Our Lord said this at the end of the age of law, when judgment was coming against Israel who had had the Law for almost fifteen hundred years. Harvest is the time of judgment.

There is a book I would like to recommend to you at this point, because we are going to study some more about Babylon in the Books of Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel. Hislop’s book, The Two Babylons, would be a valuable addition to your library.

Burden of Edom
The burden of Dumah. He calleth to me out of Seir, Watchman, what of the night? Watchman, what of the night? [Isa. 21:11].

Who is “Dumah”? Dumah is a symbolic word. Isaiah played upon words to bring out a deeper meaning. We have already seen that. He used words to carry a message to the people. “Dumah” is Edom with the E removed. You take the E off Edom, and you have Dumah which means “silence.” Our word dumb is closer to the intent and purpose of Isaiah. Edom is still a land of deathlike silence.

Seir means “rough or hairy.” Esau was the first Seir man (see Gen. 25:25). He was hairy, and he dwelt in Mount Seir (see Gen. 36:8). Seir also means “storms.” It was a land swept with storms. “Silence and Storm.” What a play on words, and what a message!

Edom is obviously the country involved. Out of the land of silence and storm comes this inquiry, which is twice repeated: “Watchman, what of the night?” In other words, “How much of the night is gone?” How long will it be before God’s glory will be revealed when the“…Sun of righteousness [shall] arise with healing in his wings…” (Mal. 4:2)?

The watchman said, The morning cometh, and also the night: if ye will inquire, inquire ye: return, come [Isa. 21:12].
You see, both morning and night are coming. What will be glory for some will be doom for others. What will be light for God’s people will be night for Edomites, the men of the flesh who have rejected God.

Burden of Arabia
The burden upon Arabia. In the forest in Arabia shall ye lodge, O ye travelling companies of Dedanim [Isa. 21:13].

“Arabia” seems clear enough, but again this is a word with a double meaning. It can be made to mean evening by changing the vowel points. The Hebrew language is a language of consonants with no vowels. Instead it had vowel points, which are little marks above the consonants. Scholars have added vowels to the Hebrew words to make them more readable. In this verse the meaning is quite obvious: it was evening in the history of Arabia. It was later than they thought. Arabia was the land of the Ishmaelites, the Bedouin tribes of the desert—the modern Arabs. It is interesting that God speaks of them. Abraham’s sons, Ishmael and Isaac, never did get along. Their descendants don’t get along today either. The Arabs and the Jews are still at each other’s throats. If Abraham could see what is going on now, I wonder if he would think the sin he committed was a small sin. My friend, sin never ceases working itself out in the human story.

The inhabitants of the land of Tema brought water to him that was thirsty, they prevented with their bread him that fled.
For they fled from the swords, from the drawn sword, and from the bent bow, and from the grievousness of war.
For thus hath the Lord said unto me, Within a year, according to the years of an hireling, and all the glory of Kedar shall fail [Isa. 21:14–16].
There was a coming judgment upon this land and its people. This chapter of poetic beauty and heart sorrow should not end on this note. It may be “evening” here, but God’s day is reckoned “the evening and the morning”—“… the evening and the morning were the first day” (Gen. 1:5).

The morning is coming; the night of weeping will soon be over, and the new day will dawn. Man’s evening of failure, sin, and darkness will end, and God’s morning will be ushered in by the coming of the Sun of Righteousness.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Isaiah 22

 1The burden of the valley of vision. What aileth thee now, that thou art wholly gone up to the housetops? 

 2Thou that art full of stirs, a tumultuous city, joyous city: thy slain men are not slain with the sword, nor dead in battle. 

 3All thy rulers are fled together, they are bound by the archers: all that are found in thee are bound together, which have fled from far. 

 4Therefore said I, Look away from me; I will weep bitterly, labour not to comfort me, because of the spoiling of the daughter of my people. 

 5For it is a day of trouble, and of treading down, and of perplexity by the Lord GOD of hosts in the valley of vision, breaking down the walls, and of crying to the mountains. 

 6And Elam bare the quiver with chariots of men and horsemen, and Kir uncovered the shield. 

 7And it shall come to pass, that thy choicest valleys shall be full of chariots, and the horsemen shall set themselves in array at the gate. 

 8And he discovered the covering of Judah, and thou didst look in that day to the armour of the house of the forest. 

 9Ye have seen also the breaches of the city of David, that they are many: and ye gathered together the waters of the lower pool. 

 10And ye have numbered the houses of Jerusalem, and the houses have ye broken down to fortify the wall. 

 11Ye made also a ditch between the two walls for the water of the old pool: but ye have not looked unto the maker thereof, neither had respect unto him that fashioned it long ago. 

 12And in that day did the Lord GOD of hosts call to weeping, and to mourning, and to baldness, and to girding with sackcloth: 

 13And behold joy and gladness, slaying oxen, and killing sheep, eating flesh, and drinking wine: let us eat and drink; for to morrow we shall die. 

 14And it was revealed in mine ears by the LORD of hosts, Surely this iniquity shall not be purged from you till ye die, saith the Lord GOD of hosts. 

 15Thus saith the Lord GOD of hosts, Go, get thee unto this treasurer, even unto Shebna, which is over the house, and say, 

 16What hast thou here? and whom hast thou here, that thou hast hewed thee out a sepulchre here, as he that heweth him out a sepulchre on high, and that graveth an habitation for himself in a rock? 

 17Behold, the LORD will carry thee away with a mighty captivity, and will surely cover thee. 

 18He will surely violently turn and toss thee like a ball into a large country: there shalt thou die, and there the chariots of thy glory shall be the shame of thy lord's house. 

 19And I will drive thee from thy station, and from thy state shall he pull thee down. 

 20And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will call my servant Eliakim the son of Hilkiah: 

 21And I will clothe him with thy robe, and strengthen him with thy girdle, and I will commit thy government into his hand: and he shall be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to the house of Judah. 

 22And the key of the house of David will I lay upon his shoulder; so he shall open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall open. 

 23And I will fasten him as a nail in a sure place; and he shall be for a glorious throne to his father's house. 

 24And they shall hang upon him all the glory of his father's house, the offspring and the issue, all vessels of small quantity, from the vessels of cups, even to all the vessels of flagons. 

 25In that day, saith the LORD of hosts, shall the nail that is fastened in the sure place be removed, and be cut down, and fall; and the burden that was upon it shall be cut off: for the LORD hath spoken it.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Chapter 22
Theme: The burden of the valley of vision (Jerusalem); the history of Shebna and Eliakim
This burden evidently refers to Jerusalem, as we shall point out under the comments on the verses. The burdens began way off at a distance in Babylon, and they have continued to come nearer to Jerusalem. Now the storm breaks in all of its fury upon the Holy City.
Burden of Jerusalem
The burden of the valley of vision. What aileth thee now, that thou art wholly gone up to the housetops? [Isa. 22:1].

The “valley of vision” refers to Jerusalem, as verses 4, 8, 9, and 10 imply. The expression, “valley of vision,” is another of Isaiah’s paradoxical statements. Mountain of vision would be understood, because the mountain is the place of the far view. Moses stood on Mount Nebo to view the land of promise. Our Lord looked over Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives. But in Scripture a valley symbolizes a place of sorrow, humbleness, and death. Because the vision here is one of sorrow and coming battle, the valley is the proper place for this vision.

Curiosity and fear send people to the housetop to inquire about the approaching danger. See the Assyrian siege of Jerusalem in Isaiah 36 and 37. In the last siege our Lord warns these people to leave the housetops and flee (see Matt. 24:16–17).

Therefore said I, Look away from me: I will weep bitterly, labour not to comfort me, because of the spoiling of the daughter of my people [Isa. 22:4].
“My people” are, of course, the people of Israel.

Ye have seen also the breaches of the city of David, that they are many: and ye gathered together the waters of the lower pool.
And ye have numbered the houses of Jerusalem, and the houses have ye broken down to fortify the wall [Isa. 22:9–10].
Hezekiah actually took these precautions in defending Jerusalem (see 2 Chron. 32). One of the things he did was to put a wall around the fountain so that the city would not run out of water. You can still see it in the land today.

This section refers to the future. As Dr. F.C. Jennings puts it, “The history eventuated in the deliverance of Jerusalem, the prophecy in its capture; therefore the history does not fulfill it.”

Just what siege and enemy is in the mind of the prophet? Persia is mentioned by name, but Jerusalem was in ruins while Persia was in power. Apparently all the enemies who have come up against Jerusalem are before us here, from the Assyrians who only laid a siege but did not enter the city, to the last enemy from the north who will threaten the city but will not enter. The interval between these two has seen this city captured more than any other. This is the burden of Jerusalem.

Brief from the Case of Shebna and Eliakim
The unusual insertion at this point of an historical document out of the archives of Jerusalem during the reign of Hezekiah is worth noting.
Many have seen a picture of the Antichrist in Shebna, while Eliakim sets before us none other than the Lord Jesus Christ who will supplant the Antichrist in this world.

Thus saith the Lord God of hosts, Go, get thee unto this treasurer, even unto Shebna, which is over the house, and say [Isa. 22:15].
Shebna was secretary of the treasury, a cheap politician under Hezekiah. Apparently he was misappropriating funds (see 2 Kings 18:18; 19:2; Isa. 36:3; 37:2).

What hast thou here? and whom hast thou here, that thou hast hewed thee out a sepulchre here, as he that heweth him out a sepulchre on high, and that graveth an habitation for himself in a rock? [Isa. 22:16].
Shebna was building a tomb to perpetuate his name. It was ironical, as he was to die and be buried in a foreign land (vv. 17–18).

And I will drive thee front thy station, and from thy state shall he pull thee down [Isa. 22:19].
Shebna, I think, is just an adumbration of Antichrist.

And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will call my servant Eliakim the son of Hilkiah:
And I will clothe him with thy robe, and strengthen him with thy girdle, and I will commit thy government into his hand: and he shall be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to the house of Judah [Isa. 22:20–21].
Eliakim was the statesman who succeeded Shebna. Eliakim was an unselfish man. He and Shebna are in contrast here. Isaiah has brought together these men who are more than paradoxes—they are opposites. Shebna pictures the Antichrist, and Eliakim pictures Christ. The language is typical.

And the key of the house of David will I lay upon his shoulder; so he shall open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall open [Isa. 22:22].
This verse reminds us of the words of Christ in the New Testament: “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth” (Rev. 3:7). How wonderful it is, my friend, to place our lives in the hands of Him who is able to close or open any door!

And I will fasten him as a nail in a sure place; and he shall be for a glorious throne to his father’s house.
And they shall hang upon him all the glory of his father’s house, the offspring and the issue, all vessels of small quantity, from the vessels of cups, even to all the vessels of flagons [Isa. 22:23–24].
Our salvation likewise hangs on Him.

In that day, saith the Lord of hosts, shall the nail that is fastened in the sure place be removed, and be cut down, and fall; and the burden that was upon it shall be cut off: for the Lord hath spoken it [Isa. 22:25].
“In that day” refers to the Great Tribulation Period, as we have seen, and this verse refers to Shebna as he pictures the Antichrist. A great many people will put their trust in the Antichrist who is to come. They will look to him for help. They will think he is Christ, but he will be just a nail that will fall.

My friend, have you ever had that experience? You drive a good nail into the wall, hang a heavy coat on it, and it comes down. The Lord Jesus Christ is the nail in a sure place. Shebna was a nail that came down, and so will all others who are like him. Are you hanging everything you’ve got on the nail that is in a sure place? Many people are not. They are hanging everything they have on something that is not sure. For instance, they make investments. A man told me, “I trusted a lawyer, and he made a mistake.” He wasn’t a nail in a sure place. Some folk have even trusted a preacher and have found that he was not a nail in a sure place. Only Christ is a nail in a sure place. I hope you are hanging your life and everything you have on Him.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Isaiah 23

 1The burden of Tyre. Howl, ye ships of Tarshish; for it is laid waste, so that there is no house, no entering in: from the land of Chittim it is revealed to them. 

 2Be still, ye inhabitants of the isle; thou whom the merchants of Zidon, that pass over the sea, have replenished. 

 3And by great waters the seed of Sihor, the harvest of the river, is her revenue; and she is a mart of nations. 

 4Be thou ashamed, O Zidon: for the sea hath spoken, even the strength of the sea, saying, I travail not, nor bring forth children, neither do I nourish up young men, nor bring up virgins. 

 5As at the report concerning Egypt, so shall they be sorely pained at the report of Tyre. 

 6Pass ye over to Tarshish; howl, ye inhabitants of the isle. 

 7Is this your joyous city, whose antiquity is of ancient days? her own feet shall carry her afar off to sojourn. 

 8Who hath taken this counsel against Tyre, the crowning city, whose merchants are princes, whose traffickers are the honourable of the earth? 

 9The LORD of hosts hath purposed it, to stain the pride of all glory, and to bring into contempt all the honourable of the earth. 

 10Pass through thy land as a river, O daughter of Tarshish: there is no more strength. 

 11He stretched out his hand over the sea, he shook the kingdoms: the LORD hath given a commandment against the merchant city, to destroy the strong holds thereof. 

 12And he said, Thou shalt no more rejoice, O thou oppressed virgin, daughter of Zidon: arise, pass over to Chittim; there also shalt thou have no rest. 

 13Behold the land of the Chaldeans; this people was not, till the Assyrian founded it for them that dwell in the wilderness: they set up the towers thereof, they raised up the palaces thereof; and he brought it to ruin. 

 14Howl, ye ships of Tarshish: for your strength is laid waste. 

 15And it shall come to pass in that day, that Tyre shall be forgotten seventy years, according to the days of one king: after the end of seventy years shall Tyre sing as an harlot. 

 16Take an harp, go about the city, thou harlot that hast been forgotten; make sweet melody, sing many songs, that thou mayest be remembered. 

 17And it shall come to pass after the end of seventy years, that the LORD will visit Tyre, and she shall turn to her hire, and shall commit fornication with all the kingdoms of the world upon the face of the earth. 

 18And her merchandise and her hire shall be holiness to the LORD: it shall not be treasured nor laid up; for her merchandise shall be for them that dwell before the LORD, to eat sufficiently, and for durable clothing.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Chapter 23
Theme: The Burden of Tyre
In this chapter we come to the eleventh and last burden against the nations. A burden, as we have seen, is a judgment, and these judgments were leveled against the nations around Israel. Each one of these great nations represents or sets before us some principle, philosophy, or system which God must judge. Let me give a recapitulation of these eleven nations and what they represent.
1. Babylon represents false religions and idolatry. Idolatry in our land is covetousness, which is the overwhelming desire to have more and to give ourselves to the accumulation of the material things of the world.

2. Palestine represents true religion which has become apostate. Today you find that the same thing has happened in many churches. They go through rituals, they even repeat the Apostles’ Creed and the Lord’s Prayer. From all outward appearances they seem to be resting upon the Bible, but in reality they deny everything that is in it. They are apostate, which means they are standing away from what they once believed.

3. Moab represents formal religion; that is, having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof.

Many of us today could be identified with one of these three. Some of us are giving our lives to the accumulation of material things, and our eyes are filled with the things we want. We are covetous.

Some of us have been brought up in Bible-believing churches but have turned away from heir teachings. Others of us go to church and follow forms, ceremonies, and rituals, which are beautiful but dead as a dodo bird.

4. Damascus represents compromise. That is the position that most churches (even fundamental churches) are in today. Thank God for those churches that are standing true!

5. Ethiopia represents missions. How we need to be involved in getting out the Word of God!

6. Egypt represents the world. Israel was told to stay out of Egypt—that is where Abraham got into trouble. And we are admonished, “Love not the world.” Many of us are having trouble with the world.

7. Persia (Babylon) represents luxury. My, how most of us love luxury in our affluent society.

8. Edom represents the flesh. Many people serve the flesh today.

9. Arabia represents war. There are two groups of people in our contemporary society: the hawks and the doves. Both are of the world, and the only difference I see in them is that the peace group tells us they are for peace, but they are willing to fight for it!

10. Valley of vision, which is Jerusalem, represents not religion but politics. Some think that in politics will be found the solutions to the problems of the world.

11. Tyre represents commercialism (big business). I would say that the great sin of America today is commercialism, believing that the almighty dollar can solve all our problems. When a problem comes up, Congress votes for a little more money, and people for whom it is intended never get it, of course. Every poverty program has hurt rather than helped the poor. Why? Because godless men, just don’t have the right solutions. The poor haven’t learned that yet, because they are also far from God. It is only the Lord Jesus Christ who has any love for the poor and really knows how to help them.

Now let us look at the burden of Tyre. Tyre and Sidon were the two great cities of the Phoenicians. Sidon was the mother city, and she was soon surpassed by her proud and rich daughter, Tyre.

The ships of the Phoenicians entered all ports of the Mediterranean Sea and even penetrated the uncharted ocean beyond the Pillars of Hercules. The vessels of Phoenicia brought tin from Great Britian—in fact, the meaning of Brittania is “the land of tin.” The Phoenicians were aggressive and progressive people. Carthage, in North Africa, was settled by them. Carthage, the great enemy of Rome, was a Phoenician city, and Cyprus owed its prosperity to trading with Tyre. There were also other centers that the Phoenicians founded—Tarshish for instance. You remember that when Jonah tried to flee from the Lord, he bought a ticket for Tarshish. Tarshish was on the southern coast of Spain. Who founded it? The Phoenicians did. It is also of interest that the Phoenicians invented the alphabet.

Hiram, king of Tyre, was one of the great friends of King David. When we get to Ezekiel 26, we are going to see a remarkable prophecy concerning Tyre, which had an exact fulfillment. God said that Tyre would be destroyed by Babylon and would be taken into captivity for seventy years just as Judah went into captivity for seventy years. The people of Tyre returned to their land, as did Israel, after the captivity and rebuilt their city on an island in the Mediterranean Sea about half a mile from the old city. God said that the ruins of the old city would be scraped (see Ezek. 26:4), and, later, Alexander the Great scraped the ancient site of Tyre to make a causeway to the island city. He was wise enough not to attempt a battle by sea, because the Phoenicians were experts with ships; so he built a causeway from the old city on the mainland to the new city on the island. I’ve walked down that causeway and it is filled with broken pieces of pottery. I could have filled tubs with pieces of pottery, but, of course, no one is allowed to do that. I put one little piece in my pocket, because it looked as if there was plenty to spare. Where did all the pottery and pillars and rubble come from? It came from the ruins of ancient Tyre. Alexander the Great literally scraped the surface of the old city to build his causeway, and you cannot tell where the site of the old Tyre used to be—it’s all out there in the causeway. When Alexander took the city, the prophecy of Ezekiel was fulfilled exactly as God said it would be: “And I will make thee like the top of a rock: thou shalt be a place to spread nets upon; thou shalt be built no more: for I the Lord have spoken it, saith the Lord God” (Ezek. 26:14). My friend, today there is a little Turkish town near there, but the site of ancient Tyre is still in ruins.

If an atheist wants to disprove the Word of God, I suggest that he do more than stand on a street corner and blab about the fact that he doesn’t believe in God. I challenge him to go over to the ancient site of Tyre and rebuild the city. However, I warn him that others have tried to do it and have failed.

In fact, there is a ready-made city, the rock-hewn city of Petra, that is all ready to be moved into. The only problem is that God said it would not be inhabited. Anyone can try to start a colony there, but he won’t succeed. A German unbeliever took a group of people to Petra and tried to start a colony, but it didn’t last long. You won’t succeed either, friend. God said that Tyre won’t be rebuilt and that Petra won’t be inhabited.

Divine Responsibility for Tyre’s Destruction
The burden of Tyre. Howl, ye ships of Tarshish; for it is laid waste, so that there is no house, no entering in: from the land of Chittim it is revealed to them [Isa. 23:1].

The picture here is that of ships coming home to Tyre from Tarshish where there is a colony of the Phoenicians. Word is brought to them that Tyre has been destroyed. As they sail near, they see the smoke of the city. Then they see that the city has been leveled and the harbor blocked. It will no longer be a great commercial center.

Be still, ye inhabitants of the isle; thou whom the merchants of Zidon, that pass over the sea, have replenished [Isa. 23:2].
“Zidon,” or Sidon, was about thirty miles up the coast from Tyre. Tyre and Sidon go together like pork and beans go together. They were the two leading cities of the Phoenicians. The prominent sea merchants of Sidon had made Tyre the great city it was. It is interesting that the prophecy concerning the destruction of Tyre was literally fulfilled. But destruction was not predicted for Sidon, and Sidon continues as a city today. Currently Sidon is the place to which oil is brought to be loaded on shipboard and taken to other parts of the world.

And by great waters the seed of Sihor, the harvest of the river, is her revenue; and she is a mart of nations [Isa. 23:3].
Sihor means “black” and refers to the Upper Nile, the silt of which flooded Egypt and made it fertile. The wealth of Egypt had flowed through the port of Tyre, and now that is ended, and there is going to be a depression—a real one!

Be thou ashamed, O Zidon: for the sea hath spoken, even the strength of the sea, saying, I travail not, nor bring forth children, neither do I nourish up young men, nor bring up virgins [Isa. 23:4].
There is a suggestion here that Tyre is the daughter of Sidon. Historically this is accurate.

As at the report concerning Egypt, so shall they be sorely pained at the report of Tyre [Isa. 23:5].
The destruction of Tyre ruined the commerce of Egypt in that day.

Pass ye over to Tarshish; howl, ye inhabitants of the isle [Isa. 23:6].
The fall of Tyre caused universal mourning, even to a colony that was way over on the southern coast of Spain. Some of the inhabitants of Tyre escaped in ships to Tarshish, when Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the city.

this your joyous city, whose antiquity is of ancient days? her own feet shall carry her afar off to sojourn [Isa. 23:7].
Any great commercial center is a city which is also a fun center because there will be many things in that city that are pleasing to the flesh. Now the Tyrians are urged to flee as far as possible because this city which was formerly a “joyous city” has come to an end.

Who hath taken this counsel against Tyre, the crowning city, whose merchants are princes, whose traffickers are the honourable of the earth? [Isa. 23:8].
“The crowning city” means the giver of crowns. You see, Tyre established crown colonies. Great Britain has done the same thing in more recent times. A crown colony is under the legislation and administration of the crown rather than having its own constitution and representative government.

The Lord of hosts hath purposed it, to stain the pride of all glory, and to bring into contempt all the honourable of the earth [Isa. 23:9].
It was the Lord of hosts who had determined the destruction of Tyre. He offers no apologies for making the arrangement.

Human Responsibility for Tyre’s Destruction
Pass through thy land as a river, O daughter of Tarshish: there is no more strength [Isa. 23:10].

The “river” is the Nile. As the Nile has overflowed her banks, the colony of Tarshish is now free to do as she pleases since Tyre has fallen and is no longer able to control her.

“There is no more strength” means that there is no girdle that holds her up or binds her.

He stretched out his hand over the sea, he shook the kingdoms: the Lord hath given a commandment against the merchant city, to destroy the strong holds thereof [Isa. 23:11].
Have you noticed this threefold description of Tyre? In verse 7 Tyre is called a “joyous city.” In verse 8 Tyre is called a “crowning city.” In verse 11 Tyre is called a “merchant city.” All three of these are apt descriptions of Tyre.

And he said, Thou shalt no more rejoice, O thou oppressed virgin, daughter of Zidon: arise pass over to Chittim; there also shalt thou have no rest [Isa. 23:12].
What is suggested in verse 4 is plainly declared here. Tyre is the daughter of Sidon. Sidon was the older city, and rich merchants from there had founded Tyre and given her prestige. The joy of prosperity was to disappear. Both Tyre and Sidon would suffer.

“Pass over to Chittim”—probably some thought that by fleeing to Cyprus they might make a fresh beginning. In this, too, they, were to be disappointed. God was responsible for what happened to them, although He used human instruments.

Behold the land of the Chaldeans; this people was not, till the Assyrian founded it for them that dwell in the wilderness: they set up the towers thereof, they raised up the palaces thereof; and he brought it to ruin [Isa. 23:13].
When Assyria was a great nation, Chaldea (Babylon) was just a hick town. Now Babylon is the ruler of the world.

Howl, ye ships of Tarshish: for your strength is laid waste [Isa. 23:14].
Recovery of Tyre—Partial and Complete
And it shall come to pass in that day, that Tyre shall be forgotten seventy years, according to the days of one king: after the end of seventy years shall Tyre sing as an harlot [Isa. 23:15].

Tyre was to go into captivity for seventy years.

And it shall come to pass after the end of seventy years, that the Lord Will visit Tyre, and she shall turn to her hire, and shall commit fornication with all the kingdoms of the world upon the face of the earth [Isa. 23:17].
At the end of seventy years Tyre was to return and begin once again her world commerce. Once more she would become a great commercial center, and she would commit fornication with all the kingdoms of the world upon the face of the earth. The prophet compares Tyre to a harlot plying her unholy trade. That is the way God speaks of these great commercial centers.

Now we move down the ages to the last days, the time of the Great Tribulation. Here we find that Tyre will again be a great nation and will enter the Millennium.

And her merchandise and her hire shall be holiness to the Lord: it shall not be treasured nor laid up; for her merchandise shall be for them that dwell before the Lord, to eat sufficiently, and for durable clothing [Isa. 23:18].
“Her merchandise shall be for them that dwell before the Lord.” Now it is all dedicated to the Lord. “And the daughter of Tyre shall be there with a gift; even the rich among the people shall entreat thy favour” (Ps. 45:12).
----------------------------------------------------------------------
Isaiah 24

 1Behold, the LORD maketh the earth empty, and maketh it waste, and turneth it upside down, and scattereth abroad the inhabitants thereof. 

 2And it shall be, as with the people, so with the priest; as with the servant, so with his master; as with the maid, so with her mistress; as with the buyer, so with the seller; as with the lender, so with the borrower; as with the taker of usury, so with the giver of usury to him. 

 3The land shall be utterly emptied, and utterly spoiled: for the LORD hath spoken this word. 

 4The earth mourneth and fadeth away, the world languisheth and fadeth away, the haughty people of the earth do languish. 

 5The earth also is defiled under the inhabitants thereof; because they have transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant. 

 6Therefore hath the curse devoured the earth, and they that dwell therein are desolate: therefore the inhabitants of the earth are burned, and few men left. 

 7The new wine mourneth, the vine languisheth, all the merryhearted do sigh. 

 8The mirth of tabrets ceaseth, the noise of them that rejoice endeth, the joy of the harp ceaseth. 

 9They shall not drink wine with a song; strong drink shall be bitter to them that drink it. 

 10The city of confusion is broken down: every house is shut up, that no man may come in. 

 11There is a crying for wine in the streets; all joy is darkened, the mirth of the land is gone. 

 12In the city is left desolation, and the gate is smitten with destruction. 

 13When thus it shall be in the midst of the land among the people, there shall be as the shaking of an olive tree, and as the gleaning grapes when the vintage is done. 

 14They shall lift up their voice, they shall sing for the majesty of the LORD, they shall cry aloud from the sea. 

 15Wherefore glorify ye the LORD in the fires, even the name of the LORD God of Israel in the isles of the sea. 

 16From the uttermost part of the earth have we heard songs, even glory to the righteous. But I said, My leanness, my leanness, woe unto me! the treacherous dealers have dealt treacherously; yea, the treacherous dealers have dealt very treacherously. 

 17Fear, and the pit, and the snare, are upon thee, O inhabitant of the earth. 

 18And it shall come to pass, that he who fleeth from the noise of the fear shall fall into the pit; and he that cometh up out of the midst of the pit shall be taken in the snare: for the windows from on high are open, and the foundations of the earth do shake. 

 19The earth is utterly broken down, the earth is clean dissolved, the earth is moved exceedingly. 

 20The earth shall reel to and fro like a drunkard, and shall be removed like a cottage; and the transgression thereof shall be heavy upon it; and it shall fall, and not rise again. 

 21And it shall come to pass in that day, that the LORD shall punish the host of the high ones that are on high, and the kings of the earth upon the earth. 

 22And they shall be gathered together, as prisoners are gathered in the pit, and shall be shut up in the prison, and after many days shall they be visited. 

 23Then the moon shall be confounded, and the sun ashamed, when the LORD of hosts shall reign in mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before his ancients gloriously.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Chapter 24
Theme: Coming—the Great Tribulation
This brings us to a new section, although the theme is still judgment. Chapter 23 concluded the judgment against the nations. We have seen God’s judgment snowballing from nation to nation, and now it comes down to the final judgment that is coming upon the earth, which our Lord Jesus Christ labeled the Great Tribulation Period. Both F. Delitzsch and F. C. Jennings consider this section thoroughly eschatological; that is, it refers to the final judgment from God which will come upon the whole world. In contrast to the judgments upon the nations in chapters 13–23 which have largely been fulfilled, this final judgment is entirely future.
Worldwide Judgment from God
Behold the Lord maketh the earth empty, and maketh it waste, and turneth it upside down, and scattereth abroad the inhabitants thereof [Isa. 24:1].

“Earth” in this verse is the Hebrew word erets and could mean either the land of Israel or the whole world. The whole world conforms better to the context in this chapter. Actually, the judgment could be said to be twofold, referring not only to the land of Israel, but to the entire world.

Therefore hath the curse devoured the earth, and they that dwell therein are desolate: therefore the inhabitants of the earth are burned, and few men left [Isa. 24:6].
God promised Noah that He would never destroy the earth again with a flood. Note here that the judgment is fire—“burned.” Second Peter 3:6–7 says, “Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished: But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.”

Preservation of the Saints
In verses 13–15 we see that the saints are preserved through the Great Tribulation Period.
When thus it shall be in the midst of the land among the people, there shall be as the shaking of an olive tree, and as the gleaning grapes when the vintage is done.
They shall lift up their voice, they shall sing for the majesty of the Lord, they shall cry aloud from the sea.
Wherefore glorify ye the Lord in the fires, even the name of the Lord God of Israel in the isles of the sea [Isa. 24:13–15].
The remnant will be small, and they will lift up their voices to glorify God. Now in the time of testing, during the Tribulation, they will be able to glorify the Lord, “even the name of the Lord God of Israel.” So there is to be a remnant at that time, which will be of Israel, and also out to the very “isles of the sea,” which will include the whole earth, of course.

Universal and Unparalleled Suffering
From the uttermost part of the earth have we heard songs, even glory to the righteous. But I said, My leanness, my leanness, woe unto me! the treacherous dealers have dealt treacherously; yea, the treacherous dealers have dealt very treacherously [Isa. 24:16].

“My leanness, my leanness”—when the prophet sees the awful character of the destruction of the Great Tribulation, he cries out, as Dr. Jennings translates it, “My misery, my misery.” It is going to be a terrible time.

Our Lord described this period of time in just as striking language when He said, “For then shall be great tribulation such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect’s sake those days shall be shortened” (Matt. 24:21–22).

Fear, and the pit, and the snare, are upon thee, O inhabitant of the earth [Isa. 24:17].
This verse states that there are three dangers that will be upon the inhabitants of the earth in that day.

1. “Fear”—there is no freedom from fear here. From the time of the Atlantic Truce, drawn up by Winston Churchill and Franklin Roosevelt, politicans have talked about bringing freedom from fear to the world. How about it? Is the world free from fear today? Mobs are marching. Dissatisfaction and fear are everywhere. And fear will be multiplied during the Tribulation.

2. “Pit”—is danger of death. Hanging over the world today is the threat of the atom bomb, and it spells frightful death to the population of the world. God says He won’t let the population be destroyed. The Lord Jesus said, “Except those days be shortened, no flesh would be able to survive,” but He is going to shorten those days.

3. “Snare”—is deception. What the Lord Jesus Christ said as He began the Olivet discourse fits right into the Great Tribulation Period. In Matthew 24:4 the Lord said, “… Take heed that no man deceive you.” It will be a time when people will believe that they are entering into the Millennium. We get the impression today that some of the great world leaders think they are going to bring in the Millennium. Well, they are going to bring in nothing but the Great Tribulation Period, and the Antichrist will take over. The world will think they are entering the Millennium, when in fact they are entering the Tribulation. One of the things that will characterize the Antichrist is deception. He will be a deceiver. After all, that is what his papa, the Devil is.

How many people there are who are being deceived today! They are deceived about life. How many people are even thinking about eternity? Not many. Most people think only of the here and now. Science is now rejecting the creation account—they don’t want it. This is a great day of deception. You can be deceived by science; you can be deceived by politicians; you can be deceived by the news media; you can be deceived by the military; and you can be deceived by all of the malcontents who are protesting today. The only help available is the Lord Jesus Christ. Turn to Him. He has been made unto us wisdom, and He is the only hope. During the Tribulation people will be deceived; the Antichrist will be able to look at the world and privately say, “Suckers!” And that’s what they will be. The Devil has said that about the human race for a long time, and that is what we are unless we turn to Christ.

And it shall come to pass, that he who fleeth from the noise of the fear shall fall into the pit; and he that cometh up out of the midst of the pit shall be taken in the snare: for the windows from on high are open, and the foundations of the earth do shake [Isa. 24:18].
Those who don’t go down into the pit of death will be snared. The Book of Revelation says that one fourth of the population is going to be taken out at one time in a great judgment, and at another time one third of the population will die.

Tribulation Saints are Raised from the Dead
This is a marvelous passage of Scripture that speaks of resurrection.
And they shall be gathered together, as prisoners are gathered in the pit, and shall be shut up in the prison, and after many days shall they be visited [Isa. 24:22].
They shall go down into death; then they will be raised from the dead. I believe the meaning of this is that the Tribulation saints will have part in the first resurrection. They will be raised from the dead (see Rev. 20:4).

The Great Tribulation will end with the coming of the King (see Rev. 19:11–16).

Then the moon shall be confounded, and the sun ashamed, when the Lord of hosts shall reign in mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before his ancients gloriously [Isa. 24:23].
“The moon shall be confounded, and the sun ashamed”—even nature is going to respond to the King when He comes to rule. Christ Jesus is the only One who can end this period known as the Great Tribulation.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Isaiah 25

 1O Lord, thou art my God; I will exalt thee, I will praise thy name; for thou hast done wonderful things; thy counsels of old are faithfulness and truth. 

 2For thou hast made of a city an heap; of a defenced city a ruin: a palace of strangers to be no city; it shall never be built. 

 3Therefore shall the strong people glorify thee, the city of the terrible nations shall fear thee. 

 4For thou hast been a strength to the poor, a strength to the needy in his distress, a refuge from the storm, a shadow from the heat, when the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm against the wall. 

 5Thou shalt bring down the noise of strangers, as the heat in a dry place; even the heat with the shadow of a cloud: the branch of the terrible ones shall be brought low. 

 6And in this mountain shall the LORD of hosts make unto all people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined. 

 7And he will destroy in this mountain the face of the covering cast over all people, and the vail that is spread over all nations. 

 8He will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from off all faces; and the rebuke of his people shall he take away from off all the earth: for the LORD hath spoken it. 

 9And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, and he will save us: this is the LORD; we have waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

 10For in this mountain shall the hand of the LORD rest, and Moab shall be trodden down under him, even as straw is trodden down for the dunghill. 

 11And he shall spread forth his hands in the midst of them, as he that swimmeth spreadeth forth his hands to swim: and he shall bring down their pride together with the spoils of their hands. 

 12And the fortress of the high fort of thy walls shall he bring down, lay low, and bring to the ground, even to the dust.
Isaiah 26

 1In that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah; We have a strong city; salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks. 

 2Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation which keepeth the truth may enter in. 

 3Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee. 

 4Trust ye in the LORD for ever: for in the LORD JEHOVAH is everlasting strength: 

 5For he bringeth down them that dwell on high; the lofty city, he layeth it low; he layeth it low, even to the ground; he bringeth it even to the dust. 

 6The foot shall tread it down, even the feet of the poor, and the steps of the needy. 

 7The way of the just is uprightness: thou, most upright, dost weigh the path of the just. 

 8Yea, in the way of thy judgments, O LORD, have we waited for thee; the desire of our soul is to thy name, and to the remembrance of thee. 

 9With my soul have I desired thee in the night; yea, with my spirit within me will I seek thee early: for when thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness. 

 10Let favour be shewed to the wicked, yet will he not learn righteousness: in the land of uprightness will he deal unjustly, and will not behold the majesty of the LORD. 

 11LORD, when thy hand is lifted up, they will not see: but they shall see, and be ashamed for their envy at the people; yea, the fire of thine enemies shall devour them. 

 12LORD, thou wilt ordain peace for us: for thou also hast wrought all our works in us. 

 13O LORD our God, other lords beside thee have had dominion over us: but by thee only will we make mention of thy name. 

 14They are dead, they shall not live; they are deceased, they shall not rise: therefore hast thou visited and destroyed them, and made all their memory to perish. 

 15Thou hast increased the nation, O LORD, thou hast increased the nation: thou art glorified: thou hadst removed it far unto all the ends of the earth. 

 16LORD, in trouble have they visited thee, they poured out a prayer when thy chastening was upon them. 

 17Like as a woman with child, that draweth near the time of her delivery, is in pain, and crieth out in her pangs; so have we been in thy sight, O LORD. 

 18We have been with child, we have been in pain, we have as it were brought forth wind; we have not wrought any deliverance in the earth; neither have the inhabitants of the world fallen. 

 19Thy dead men shall live, together with my dead body shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust: for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead. 

 20Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee: hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast. 

 21For, behold, the LORD cometh out of his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity: the earth also shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain.
Isaiah 27

 1In that day the LORD with his sore and great and strong sword shall punish leviathan the piercing serpent, even leviathan that crooked serpent; and he shall slay the dragon that is in the sea. 

 2In that day sing ye unto her, A vineyard of red wine. 

 3I the LORD do keep it; I will water it every moment: lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and day. 

 4Fury is not in me: who would set the briers and thorns against me in battle? I would go through them, I would burn them together. 

 5Or let him take hold of my strength, that he may make peace with me; and he shall make peace with me. 

 6He shall cause them that come of Jacob to take root: Israel shall blossom and bud, and fill the face of the world with fruit. 

 7Hath he smitten him, as he smote those that smote him? or is he slain according to the slaughter of them that are slain by him? 

 8In measure, when it shooteth forth, thou wilt debate with it: he stayeth his rough wind in the day of the east wind. 

 9By this therefore shall the iniquity of Jacob be purged; and this is all the fruit to take away his sin; when he maketh all the stones of the altar as chalkstones that are beaten in sunder, the groves and images shall not stand up. 

 10Yet the defenced city shall be desolate, and the habitation forsaken, and left like a wilderness: there shall the calf feed, and there shall he lie down, and consume the branches thereof. 

 11When the boughs thereof are withered, they shall be broken off: the women come, and set them on fire: for it is a people of no understanding: therefore he that made them will not have mercy on them, and he that formed them will shew them no favour. 

 12And it shall come to pass in that day, that the LORD shall beat off from the channel of the river unto the stream of Egypt, and ye shall be gathered one by one, O ye children of Israel. 

 13And it shall come to pass in that day, that the great trumpet shall be blown, and they shall come which were ready to perish in the land of Assyria, and the outcasts in the land of Egypt, and shall worship the LORD in the holy mount at Jerusalem.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Chapters 25–27
Theme: Coming—the kingdom
After the Lord Jesus comes and ends the Tribulation, He establishes the kingdom. Chapters 25 and 26 bring us into the kingdom age. The King is coming, and there will be the kingdom of heaven upon this earth. This has been predicted throughout the Old Testament. And when John the Baptist began his ministry, his message was, “… Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matt 3:2). Then the Lord Jesus took up the theme, “… the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matt. 4:17).
But He was rejected as King. You can’t have a kingdom without a king. When He was rejected as King, He could then say to individuals, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matt. 11:28). This is still His invitation today. It is a message to be sent out to individuals in our day asking them to exercise their free wills. Whether you know it or not, you are making a decision today. You are either accepting Him or rejecting Him. There is no neutral ground. Our Lord said, “He that is not with me is against me …” (Matt. 12:30).

This wonderful twenty-fifth chapter is a song, a song of three stanzas. This chapter, like chapter 12, is a paean of praise, a song of undiluted joy.

Praise to go for Deliverance from all Enemies
O Lord, thou art my God; I will exalt thee, I will praise thy name; for thou hast done wonderful things; thy counsels of old are faithfulness and truth [Isa. 25:1].

This is praise to God for deliverance. This is a song of sheer delight, wonder, and worship. This comes from a heart full to overflowing, for the worshiper has come into a new knowledge of who God is and what He has done.

This is not the average song service that you have in church on Wednesday night. Some of the saints sit there and wonder why they came in the first place. Those who are singing this song are those who are eager to worship God because of His faithfulness and because He is true. These are the attributes of Deity, and they are foreign to humanity. The psalmist says, “It is better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence in man” (Ps. 118:8). Faithfulness is the fruit of the Spirit, not the work of the flesh. Truth is the very opposite of man. In Psalm 116:11 David said, “I said in my haste, All men are liars” (italics mine). I remember Dr. W. I. Carroll commenting, “I have had a lot of time to think it over, and I still agree with David.”

For thou hast made of a city an heap; of a defenced city a ruin: a palace of strangers to be no city; it shall never be built [Isa. 25:2].
All of the past is gone now. They are delivered from the enemies of the past. They no longer need a wall around a city to protect them.

Therefore shall the strong people glorify thee, the city of the terrible nations shall fear thee [Isa. 25:3].
Does this mean worldwide conversion? I believe it does, for this is the Millennium. Man will turn to God in that day. The greatest turning to God is in the future when the night of sin and Great Tribulation will be past. Weeping shall endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning. That is what we have here. There will be boundless joy during the kingdom age.

Thou shalt bring down the noise of strangers, as the heat in a dry place; even the heat with the shadow of a cloud: the branch of the terrible ones shall be brought low [Isa. 25:5].
They recall the awful blasphemy of the last days personified in one of whom it is written: “Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God” (2 Thess. 2:4). The Antichrist will be put down as are all the enemies of God.

Praise to God for Provision of Present Needs
And in this mountain shall the Lord of hosts make unto all people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined [Isa. 25:6].

“Fat things” have to do with physical provision certainly. The redeemed earth will produce bountifully. (Eating fat things in that day will not be a problem—you won’t have to worry about putting on weight!) However, the “fat things” are likewise the wonderful spiritual feast in that day. I think there will be Bible classes held during the Millennium. I don’t know, but maybe the Lord will let me teach one of them.

He will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord God will wipe away tears from off all faces; and the rebuke of his people shall he take away from off all the earth: for the Lord hath spoken it [Isa. 25:8].
This verse is quoted by Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:54, which says, “So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.”

Praise to God in Anticipation of Future Joys
And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, and he will save us: this is the Lord; we have waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation [Isa. 25:9].

As we come to the final stanza, attention is drawn to the person of God. It is with Him that men have to do. The world will be deceived by Antichrist, but the real Christ, the real Messiah, the real Ruler of this earth will come. His salvation is going to be vital to man in that day. Man “will be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”

Now this is a strange verse:

For in this mountain shall the hand of the Lord rest, and Moab shall be trodden down under him, even as straw is trodden down for the dunghill [Isa. 25:10].
Why is Moab introduced here? I will be very frank with you; it is difficult to say. When Moab is up, God is down. When God is up, Moab is down. In the kingdom Moab is down, and God will be on top. As you may remember, Moab represents a form of godliness but denies the power thereof.

And the fortress of the high fort of thy walls shall he bring down, lay low, and bring to the ground, even to the dust [Isa. 25:12].
All the pride of man will be brought down. This is the period when the meek shall inherit the earth (Matt. 5:5). The meek are not doing too well in our day!

Chapter 26 continues the kingdom theme.

The Kingdom
In that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah; We have a strong city; salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks [Isa. 26:1].

This is their prospect. In that day this song will be sung in Judah. They don’t have this song today, friend. It is obvious that the present return to Israel is not a fulfillment of prophecy.

With my soul have I desired thee in the night; yea, with my spirit within me will I seek thee early: for when thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness [Isa. 26:9].
“With my soul have I desired thee in the night.” I wonder if you and I recognize the great need for communion with Christ. In the little book of the Song of Solomon, the bride said, “Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth …” (Song 1:2). That was the kiss of pardon and of peace and of passion. Then the bride, recognizing that she can’t rise to the heights she desires, says, “Draw me, we will run after thee …” (Song 1:4). Isaiah is expressing the same thought here. “With my soul have I desired thee in the night.” My friend, do we have that passion for God? I hear a lot of pseudo-love today, and a smattering of spirituality. I see people pretending to be pious and hear them quoting platitudes. I get tired of hearing, “Oh, I love the Lord, and I want to serve Him.” My friend, when you lie on your bed at night, do you have a desire for God? Do you really want Him? Do you have a real passion for Him? Are you able to say, “Draw me, and I will run after thee.”

In the time of the Millennium they will be saying, “With my soul have I desired thee in the night; yea; with my spirit within me will I seek thee early.”

I confess that many times I find myself running from Him. I find myself running ahead of Him, out of His will, and then the tensions come. I am frustrated, and I say, “O, I’ve left Him. I’ve gotten away from Him. I am not close to Him.” I don’t see many people crying out for God today. I don’t mean to be critical, but I don’t see much of it today, and when I do detect it, what a blessing it is to my own heart.

Lord, in trouble have they visited thee, they poured out a prayer when thy chastening was upon them [Isa. 26:16].
In the past the remnant turned in prayer to God. Now they go back in retrospect to those difficult days:

Like as a woman with child, that draweth near the time of her delivery, is in pain, and crieth out in her pangs; so have we been in thy sight, O Lord [Isa. 26:17].
In the Great Tribulation the nation Israel was like a woman in childbirth, so great was their suffering. The prophet is now looking back over that period (which is yet future). He saw it from the other side of the river of time.

We have been with child, we have been in pain, we have as it were brought forth wind; we have not wrought any deliverance in the earth; neither have the inhabitants of the world fallen [Isa. 26:18].
“We have as it were brought forth wind”—that is, the suffering produced no fruitful results. This period did not change the heart of the wicked. They continued to blaspheme the God of heaven.

Today the suffering that comes to you, like a birth pang, will either bring forth something worthwhile, or it can just be wind. I am afraid many of us have suffered for nothing, simply because we do not see that all things work together for the glory of God. Remember that Isaiah is talking about the coming Millennium, and we could be living in a state similar to the Millennium if we would only seek Him early.

Thy dead men shall live, together with my dead body shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust: for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead [Isa. 26:19].
Chapter 27 concludes the threefold song of the coming of the kingdom which we have in chapters 25–27.

Song of the Vineyard
In that day the Lord with his sore and great and strong sword shall punish leviathan the piercing serpent, even leviathan that crooked serpent; and he shall slay the dragon that is in the sea [Isa. 27:1].

“In that day”—projects us immediately into the future. As we have said, this is a technical expression that refers to the Day of the Lord. It is a day that begins, as the Hebrew day did, with the evening, the time of the Great Tribulation, and it goes on into the millennial kingdom. I personally feel that it goes on into eternity, as that will be a sunrise that will never end.

“The Lord with his sore and great and strong sword.” The Lord’s sword is the Word of God. In describing the coming of the Lord Jesus, Revelation 1:16 says, “And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp two-edged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength.” With that sword He will smite the nations. An amillennialist will say, “You say you take the Bible literally. Is this a literal sword?” Well, I’ve discovered that the tongue is really a sharp thing. And Hebrews 4:12 tells us, “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword …” I take it that the Word of God is meant here. It is by His Word—that’s all He needs. By His Word He created all things, and by His Word shall He judge.

Whom is He going to judge? “Leviathan the piercing serpent, even leviathan that crooked serpent.” In that day, at the beginning of the kingdom, the Lord Jesus will bring judgment upon the serpent, leviathan, who is Satan. In Revelation 20:1–3 we are told that Satan will be shut up in the bottomless pit for one thousand years. In Revelation 12:9 we read, “And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.” Job 41:15 says of him, “His scales are his pride …” The scales are for his protection, and Satan thinks he is invulnerable, that he cannot be touched. This is his pride. He doesn’t realize, even today, as I understand it, that he can be judged. He probably thinks he is beyond the judgment of Almighty God.

There are a great many people today who think that there is no judgment coming. They laugh at the idea. That is the thinking of Satan, my friend.

F. Delitzsch has suggested that “the piercing serpent,” or literally “swift-fleeing serpent,” represents the Tigris River and thereby the nation of Assyria. The “crooked serpent” represents the winding Euphrates and thereby the nation of Babylon. “The dragon that is in the sea” represents the Nile River and thereby the nation of Egypt. This would not militate against “levithan,” meaning Satan, but would enforce that interpretation, since Satan was the power behind these kingdoms.

In that day sing ye unto her, A vineyard of red wine [Isa. 27:2].
Actually, I believe that chapter 27 begins with verse 2 and that verse 1 belongs with the previous chapter. However, that is a technical point with which I will not get involved. There is a change of subject at this point.

“In that day sing ye unto her.” This is the Millennium, and we all can sing now—even I will be able to sing.

“A vineyard of red wine” speaks of abundance, fruitfulness, bounty, and joy. What a contrast this is to Isaiah 5! In Isaiah 5 we had the song of the vineyard, but it was a dirge. That vineyard was Israel, and God was going to bring judgment because she hadn’t brought forth fruit. Here we are in the Millennium, and there is an abundance of fruit. Why?

I the Lord do keep it; I will water it every moment: lest any hurt it, I will keep it night and day [Isa. 27:3].
The Lord is the husbandman here, and never again will He ever let the vineyard out to others. He is the husbandman who keeps an eye continually upon it. He watches it night and day so that no enemy may enter. This ought to say something to those who believe that God is through with Israel. Scripture makes it clear that He is not through with Israel.

Or let him take hold of my strength, that he may make peace with me; and he shall make peace with me [Isa. 27:5].
The enemy can make peace with God even in the kingdom, for God never ceases to be merciful. Thank God for that! He is rich in mercy, which means that He has plenty of it. I need a lot of it myself. He is rich in grace. We will find out that ten million years from today His grace will still be available to us. I think we will need it even in heaven.

“That he may make peace with me.” This is the only place in Scripture where it is even suggested that man can make peace with God. Of course here it has to do with obedience to the King and not the acceptance of Christ as Savior. Man cannot make peace with God about the sin question. God has already done that. Romans 5:1 says, “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (italics mine). When you are ready to agree with God and trust Him for what He has done through Christ on the cross, then you will have peace. You won’t have it until then. This verse is not talking about our day but about the time of the Millennium.

Smiting of Israel and Her Enemies
Hath he smitten him, as he smote those that smote him? or is he slain according to the slaughter of them that are slain by him? [Isa. 27:7].

This verse poses a question that has been partially answered already in the Book of Isaiah: Why does God judge Israel more than other nations? Light creates responsibility. In view of the fact that Israel had more light, her sin was blacker and her punishment was greater. She received more stripes than the nations who smote her. In Amos 3:2 we read, “You only have I known of all the families of the earth: therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities.” Her punishment was severe, but God did not destroy Israel as He did some other nations. Psalm 118:18 tells us, “The Lord hath chastened me sore: but he hath not given me over unto death.” God will not allow Israel to be destroyed.

By this therefore shall the iniquity of Jacob be purged; and this is all the fruit to take away his sin; when he maketh all the stones of the altar as chalkstones that are beaten in sunder, the groves and images shall not stand up [Isa. 27:9].
It was not the suffering for sin that atoned for Israel’s sin. The sin of Jacob was purged by a blood offering, and the sin of the nation will be expiated by the blood of Christ. Just as you were saved as a sinner, that is the way it will take place in that day. Those who say that God is through with Israel simply have not read passages of Scripture like this:

Yet the defenced city shall be desolate, and the habitation forsaken, and left like a wilderness: there shall the calf feed, and there shall he lie down, and consume the branches thereof.
When the boughs thereof are withered, they shall be broken off: the women come, and set them on fire: for it is a people of no understanding: therefore he that made them will not have mercy on them, and he that formed them will shew them no favour [Isa. 27:10–11].
However, the cities that Israel built are to be destroyed like any city that man builds apart from God. The great ruins in the world are the result of the judgment of Almighty God. Why? Because they rejected light. They not only rejected light, they rejected the person of the Son of God.

And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall beat off from the channel of the river unto the stream of Egypt, and ye shall be gathered one by one, O ye children of Israel.
And it shall come to pass in that day, that the great trumpet shall be blown, and they shall come which were ready to perish in the land of Assyria, and the outcasts in the land of Egypt, and shall worship the Lord in the holy mount at Jerusalem [Isa. 27:12–13].
This section reveals that God definitely intends to restore the nation Israel to the Promised Land, and I have no argument with those who deny it. I just want to say this: It is not a question of whether Israel is going to be restored to the land. It is a question of whether or not you believe the Word of God. If you believe God’s Word, what are you going to do with a passage like this? You cannot spiritualize it, because the prophet talks about Assyria, Egypt, Israel, and Jerusalem. These are literal places. Israel is going to be literally restored. If you have a high view of the inspiration of Scripture, then believe what God says.

This prophecy has never been fulfilled in the past. Its fulfillment is yet future. My friend, when God moves the Jews into the land, God will move them. When they come, they will worship Him. Just as He called you and me, He will call them. We are not seeing the fulfillment of this today.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Isaiah 28

 1Woe to the crown of pride, to the drunkards of Ephraim, whose glorious beauty is a fading flower, which are on the head of the fat valleys of them that are overcome with wine! 

 2Behold, the Lord hath a mighty and strong one, which as a tempest of hail and a destroying storm, as a flood of mighty waters overflowing, shall cast down to the earth with the hand. 

 3The crown of pride, the drunkards of Ephraim, shall be trodden under feet: 

 4And the glorious beauty, which is on the head of the fat valley, shall be a fading flower, and as the hasty fruit before the summer; which when he that looketh upon it seeth, while it is yet in his hand he eateth it up. 

 5In that day shall the LORD of hosts be for a crown of glory, and for a diadem of beauty, unto the residue of his people, 

 6And for a spirit of judgment to him that sitteth in judgment, and for strength to them that turn the battle to the gate. 

 7But they also have erred through wine, and through strong drink are out of the way; the priest and the prophet have erred through strong drink, they are swallowed up of wine, they are out of the way through strong drink; they err in vision, they stumble in judgment. 

 8For all tables are full of vomit and filthiness, so that there is no place clean. 

 9Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts. 

 10For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little: 

 11For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people. 

 12To whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear. 

 13But the word of the LORD was unto them precept upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little; that they might go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken. 

 14Wherefore hear the word of the LORD, ye scornful men, that rule this people which is in Jerusalem. 

 15Because ye have said, We have made a covenant with death, and with hell are we at agreement; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, it shall not come unto us: for we have made lies our refuge, and under falsehood have we hid ourselves: 

 16Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste. 

 17Judgment also will I lay to the line, and righteousness to the plummet: and the hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall overflow the hiding place. 

 18And your covenant with death shall be disannulled, and your agreement with hell shall not stand; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, then ye shall be trodden down by it. 

 19From the time that it goeth forth it shall take you: for morning by morning shall it pass over, by day and by night: and it shall be a vexation only to understand the report. 

 20For the bed is shorter than that a man can stretch himself on it: and the covering narrower than that he can wrap himself in it. 

 21For the LORD shall rise up as in mount Perazim, he shall be wroth as in the valley of Gibeon, that he may do his work, his strange work; and bring to pass his act, his strange act. 

 22Now therefore be ye not mockers, lest your bands be made strong: for I have heard from the Lord GOD of hosts a consumption, even determined upon the whole earth. 

 23Give ye ear, and hear my voice; hearken, and hear my speech. 

 24Doth the plowman plow all day to sow? doth he open and break the clods of his ground? 

 25When he hath made plain the face thereof, doth he not cast abroad the fitches, and scatter the cummin, and cast in the principal wheat and the appointed barley and the rie in their place? 

 26For his God doth instruct him to discretion, and doth teach him. 

 27For the fitches are not threshed with a threshing instrument, neither is a cart wheel turned about upon the cummin; but the fitches are beaten out with a staff, and the cummin with a rod. 

 28Bread corn is bruised; because he will not ever be threshing it, nor break it with the wheel of his cart, nor bruise it with his horsemen. 

 29This also cometh forth from the LORD of hosts, which is wonderful in counsel, and excellent in working.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Chapter 28
Theme: The immediate invasion of Ephraim by Assyria is a picture of the future and a warning to Jerusalem
This chapter brings us to an entirely new section. The prophecies which were totally future are included in chapters 24–27 inclusively. From chapters 28–35 we have prophecies which have a local and past fulfillment, and also there are those that reach into the future and cover the same period as in the previous section. This new section is identified by six woes, and it culminates in the great war of Armageddon in chapter 34, followed by the millennial benefits brought to the earth in chapter 35.
Now the chapter before us is a fine illustration of the combination of the near and far view, the past and future events, the local and immediate, and the general and far distant prophecies. We will see that which has been fulfilled and that which is yet to be fulfilled.

The northern kingdom of Israel, designated here by the term Ephraim, was soon to go into Assyrian captivity. This was a preview of the coming future day, but it was to be a warning to the southern kingdom of Judah. The first part was fulfilled when Shalmaneser, king of Assyria, invaded Ephraim in 721 b.c., overthrew the northern kingdom, and took the people into captivity.

The Immediate Captivity of Ephraim
The first woe is against the northern kingdom.
Woe to the crown of pride, to the drunkards of Ephraim, whose glorious beauty is a fading flower, which are on the head of the fat valleys of them that are overcome with wine! [Isa. 28:1].
Ephraim and Israel are synonymous terms for the ten northern tribes, also called Samaria. The picture here of drunkards is both literal and spiritual. They were in a stupor as far as spiritual understanding was concerned. To be spiritually drunk is to be filled with pride.

Behold, the Lord hath a mighty and strong one, which as a tempest of hail and a destroying storm, as a flood of mighty waters overflowing, shall cast down to the earth with the hand [Isa. 28:2].
The Assyrian is designated here as a strong one, a destroying storm, and a flood of mighty waters.

The crown of pride, the drunkards of Ephraim, shall be trodden under feet [Isa. 28:3].
Maybe you don’t like this, but God does not apologize for it; He simply tells us that this is what He did. The prophet picks up the future of the drunkard here. A high level of civilization had been developed in the northern kingdom with its comforts and outward beauty expressed in homes and gardens and trees. All you have to do to confirm this is go to the hill of Samaria and see the palace built by Omri and Ahab. This is the place where Ahab and Jezebel lived. It seems that the Lord always gives the wicked and the rich the best places to live, and I think it is poetic justice. It is not going to be so good for the wicked and rich in the next world; so they have it pretty good here. The hill of Samaria is one of the most beautiful spots in the land. When I stood there I could see the Mediterranean Sea, the Jordan valley, Mount Hermon in the north covered with snow, and the walls of Jerusalem in the south. My friend, you could not ask for a more beautiful place to live. If a real estate man develops that hill and sells lots, I hope can buy one and build a little house there. It’s a great place, but God judged these people in the northern kingdom, and He brought down their high civilization.

The Far Distant Judgment
Now the prophet begins to move into the future. The expression “in that day” refers to the Day of the Lord, which begins with the Great Tribulation and extends on through the Millennium.
In that day shall the Lord of hosts be for a crown of glory, and for a diadem of beauty, unto the residue of his people [Isa. 28:5].
This looks into the future to the millennial kingdom which is coming. The thing that caused the downfall of Ephraim, the northern kingdom, was their pride—they wore a crown of pride. But in that future day when God brings them back to the land, it will be crown of glory.

And for a spirit of judgment to him that sitteth in judgment, and for strength to them that turn the battle to the gate.
But they also have erred through wine, and through strong drink are out of the way; the priest and the prophet have erred through strong drink, they are swallowed up of wine, they are out of the way through strong drink; they err in vision, they stumble in judgment [Isa. 28:6–7].
A businessman recently told me some of the things that go on in big business. I don’t suppose there is a day that goes by that he doesn’t make deals with men who make big investments for large profits. He told me about one of these men who was beginning to indulge in sin. He was not faithful to his wife and he was drinking heavily. He has recently made certain judgments about investments that have caused this businessman to withhold loaning money to him. He told me that when a man begins to drink and indulge in sin he loses his sharpness in business. He said, “Because I am a Christian I may be biased, but I have found over the long haul, over a period of years, that this is factual. I have learned it through bitter experiences.”

Now God is making this same observation regarding the northern kingdom: “they are out of the way through strong drink; they err in vision, they stumble in judgment.”

But the word of the Lord was unto them precept upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little; that they might go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken [Isa. 28:13].
Sections like this have caused some expositors of the past to call Isaiah “the prophet of the commonplace.” Teaching is a slow, patient, and continuous work. This is the way that even spiritual truth is imparted. God does not impart it in a flash to a lazy and lethargic soul. As the people lapse into apostasy in any age, it becomes increasingly difficult to impart spiritual truth.

There are many Christians today who are not satisfied with their Christian lives. To be brutally frank, they are ignorant of the Word of God. Then they hear about a wonderful two-week course that will give them the answers to all their problems. They will learn how to handle their marital problems, how to get along with their mother-in-law, how to guide their children aright, and how to become model employees. My friend, let me say this to you very candidly. Neither a little course nor some great emotional experience will solve your problems. There is no shortcut to success in the Christian life. There is only one way to grow as a Christian, and it is so commonplace and ordinary that I hesitate to say it. The Word of the Lord was given unto Israel precept upon precept, line upon line, here a little, and there a little. It was the daily grind of getting into God’s Word. What happened? Israel did not follow through. They fell backward; that is, they were in a backslidden state. There are many Christians in the same condition today. It is not that they are weaker than anybody else; it is simply that they do not spend enough time in the Word of God. I realize that this method is not very exciting, but line upon line and precept upon precept is the only way you are going to grow in the Christian life.

The Warning to Judah
Wherefore hear the word of the Lord, ye scornful men, that rule this people which is in Jerusalem [Isa. 28:14].

The judgment coming to Israel in the north should be a warning to Judah in the south. Ephraim speaks to Jerusalem, Jerusalem speaks to us today, and the Word of God speaks to all of us. It looks as if God wrote this Book, not yesterday, but tomorrow. In fact, it is way ahead of tomorrow’s newspaper.

Because ye have said, We have made a covenant with death, and with hell are we at agreement; when the overflowing scourge shall pass through, it shall not come unto us: for we have made lies our refuge, and under falsehood have we hid ourselves [Isa. 28:15].
What is this covenant with death and Sheol? Daniel tells us about a future covenant which Israel will make with the Antichrist, the prince who is coming, the Man of Sin, the godless man, the willful king, the beast out of the sea and the beast out of the land, the one who is controlled by Satan (see Dan. 9:27).

Therefore thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth shall not make haste [Isa. 28:16].
What is the answer today to the falsehood in the lives of people and the deception that is abroad which will continue to snowball right on down into the Great Tribulation Period? Well, God has already put that answer down. It is a foundation; it is a tried stone, a precious cornerstone, a sure foundation. One who believes in it doesn’t need to be in a hurry. He can rest in Him. First Peter 2:6–8 speaks of Him: “Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded. Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, And a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed.” Simon Peter makes it very clear that this stone is Christ.

Judgment also will I lay to the line, and righteousness to the plummet: and the hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters shall overflow the hiding place [Isa. 28:17].
Judgment for these people is going to come gradually. I think it comes that way today. Sometimes it comes suddenly. But gradual judgment is worse than sudden judgment, for usually the process is so slow that you don’t detect it.

For the bed is shorter than that a man can stretch himself on it: and the covering narrower than that he can wrap himself in it [Isa. 28:20].
Have you ever gone to a hotel or a motel and found that the covers on the bed were not quite long enough? They don’t come up to your neck, and if you pull them up, then your feet stick out. Have you ever slept in a short bed, where your feet hang over the edge, or you have to prop your head up, or you have to sleep at an angle? That’s not so good, is it? God says to these people, “I am giving you a short bed. The cover won’t be quite long enough.” From then on the judgment of God will come. It didn’t come to Judah for about one hundred years, but it finally came.

The Final Judgment of God upon His People
The remainder of this chapter is almost the parable of the wheat and the tares. He talks about the different kinds of grain, the hard grains and the soft grains, and the different methods of threshing it.
When he hath made plain the face thereof, doth he not cast abroad the fitches, and scatter the cummin, and cast in the principal wheat and the appointed barley and the rie in their place? [Isa. 28:25].
The grains are “fitches” (sometimes translated fennel or dill), “cummin, wheat, barley, and rie.”

For the fitches are not threshed with a threshing instrument, neither is a cart wheel turned about upon the cummin; but the fitches are beaten out with a staff, and the cummin with a rod.
Bread corn is bruised; because he will not ever be threshing it, nor break it with the wheel of his cart, nor bruise it with his horsemen [Isa. 28:27–28].
A farmer has to be careful about the way he harvests soft grains. Each grain is different.

Now he says that this is the way God judges. Judgement is spoken of as the harvest. The individual or nation actually determines the character of the judgment which is to fall upon them. In other words, if you are hard and resist God, you are a hard grain. You are a hard nut to crack, and the judgment is going to be severe for you. A man came to me and told me that he had lost his wife and two children before he came to himself. He said, “God had to knock me down three times because I was such a hardened sinner.” God will, thresh you; and, if you are hard, the judgment will be hard.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Isaiah 29

 1Woe to Ariel, to Ariel, the city where David dwelt! add ye year to year; let them kill sacrifices. 

 2Yet I will distress Ariel, and there shall be heaviness and sorrow: and it shall be unto me as Ariel. 

 3And I will camp against thee round about, and will lay siege against thee with a mount, and I will raise forts against thee. 

 4And thou shalt be brought down, and shalt speak out of the ground, and thy speech shall be low out of the dust, and thy voice shall be, as of one that hath a familiar spirit, out of the ground, and thy speech shall whisper out of the dust. 

 5Moreover the multitude of thy strangers shall be like small dust, and the multitude of the terrible ones shall be as chaff that passeth away: yea, it shall be at an instant suddenly. 

 6Thou shalt be visited of the LORD of hosts with thunder, and with earthquake, and great noise, with storm and tempest, and the flame of devouring fire. 

 7And the multitude of all the nations that fight against Ariel, even all that fight against her and her munition, and that distress her, shall be as a dream of a night vision. 

 8It shall even be as when an hungry man dreameth, and, behold, he eateth; but he awaketh, and his soul is empty: or as when a thirsty man dreameth, and, behold, he drinketh; but he awaketh, and, behold, he is faint, and his soul hath appetite: so shall the multitude of all the nations be, that fight against mount Zion. 

 9Stay yourselves, and wonder; cry ye out, and cry: they are drunken, but not with wine; they stagger, but not with strong drink. 

 10For the LORD hath poured out upon you the spirit of deep sleep, and hath closed your eyes: the prophets and your rulers, the seers hath he covered. 

 11And the vision of all is become unto you as the words of a book that is sealed, which men deliver to one that is learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, I cannot; for it is sealed: 

 12And the book is delivered to him that is not learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, I am not learned. 

 13Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men: 

 14Therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a marvellous work among this people, even a marvellous work and a wonder: for the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the understanding of their prudent men shall be hid. 

 15Woe unto them that seek deep to hide their counsel from the LORD, and their works are in the dark, and they say, Who seeth us? and who knoweth us? 

 16Surely your turning of things upside down shall be esteemed as the potter's clay: for shall the work say of him that made it, He made me not? or shall the thing framed say of him that framed it, He had no understanding? 

 17Is it not yet a very little while, and Lebanon shall be turned into a fruitful field, and the fruitful field shall be esteemed as a forest? 

 18And in that day shall the deaf hear the words of the book, and the eyes of the blind shall see out of obscurity, and out of darkness. 

 19The meek also shall increase their joy in the LORD, and the poor among men shall rejoice in the Holy One of Israel. 

 20For the terrible one is brought to nought, and the scorner is consumed, and all that watch for iniquity are cut off: 

 21That make a man an offender for a word, and lay a snare for him that reproveth in the gate, and turn aside the just for a thing of nought. 

 22Therefore thus saith the LORD, who redeemed Abraham, concerning the house of Jacob, Jacob shall not now be ashamed, neither shall his face now wax pale. 

 23But when he seeth his children, the work of mine hands, in the midst of him, they shall sanctify my name, and sanctify the Holy One of Jacob, and shall fear the God of Israel. 

 24They also that erred in spirit shall come to understanding, and they that murmured shall learn doctrine.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Chapter 29
Theme: Jerusalem—prophecies of immediate future and reaching on into the kingdom
The prophecies in this chapter are confined to Jerusalem but extend from the invasion of Sennacherib through the time when Jerusalem will be trodden down of the Gentiles until the last invader (see Zech. 14:1–7) shall have destroyed Jerusalem and, finally, to the establishment of the kingdom when the Messiah shall come and His feet shall touch the Mount of Olives.
It will prove profitable to compare this chapter with our Lord’s discourse on Jerusalem in Matthew 23:37–24:2 and with Luke 13:34–35; 21:20–24.

Jerusalem—History and Prophecy
Woe to Ariel, to Ariel, the city where David dwelt! add ye year to year; let them kill sacrifices [Isa. 29:1].

It is necessary to establish the fact that Jerusalem is the city designated under the title of Ariel. Ariel means “lionlike.” The word occurs in 2 Samuel 23:20 which says, “And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the son of a valiant man, of Kabzeel, who had done many acts, he slew two lionlike men of Moab ….” A lionlike man is an “Ariel” man. The word also carries the meaning of “the lion of God.” In Ezekiel 43:16 the same word is translated “altar” and, under certain circumstances, could mean “the altar of God.” Both designations are a fitting title for the city of Jerusalem. It is further identified here as “the city where David dwelt.” The lion is the insignia of that family. Our Lord is called the “… Lion of the tribe of Juda” (Rev. 5:5). Likewise Jerusalem was the place where the temple of God was, and the altar, of course, was there.

This is a remarkable prophecy concerning Jerusalem. The prophecy began to be fulfilled in Isaiah’s day and has continued right down to today. If you walk down the streets of Jerusalem, you will see this prophecy being fulfilled, and it will continue to be fulfilled.

Yet I will distress Ariel, and there shall be heaviness and sorrow: and it shall be unto me as Ariel [Isa. 29:2].
This is judgment upon Jerusalem.

And I will camp against thee round about, and will lay siege against thee with a mount, and I will raise forts against thee.
And thou shalt be brought down, and shalt speak out of the ground, and thy speech shall be low out of the dust, and thy voice shall be, as of one that hath a familiar spirit, out of the ground, and thy speech shall whisper out of the dust.
Moreover the multitude of thy strangers shall be like small dust, and the multitude of the terrible ones shall be as chaff that passeth away: yea, it shall be at an instant suddenly [Isa. 29:3–5].
This prophecy was given before Nebuchadnezzar came up to the city of Jerusalem and destroyed it, which marked the beginning of the “… times of the Gentiles …” (Luke 21:24). Our Lord said that Jerusalem would be trodden down of the Gentiles until the Time of the Gentiles be fulfilled. The Gentiles have marched through her streets and still do today.

Jerusalem has been besieged and captured more often than any other city. I have in my files a list of twenty-seven sieges that have been leveled against this city throughout history. Almost every time it was taken, it was destroyed. That is why it is not quite accurate for people to say, “Go to Jerusalem and walk where Jesus walked.” You are not going to walk where He walked, because Jerusalem is much higher today than it was in His day. For example, the pool of Bethesda was about fifty feet down from the level of the ground today. The Lord Jesus walked down there. It is quite evident that Solomon’s temple was probably more than one hundred feet beneath where the Mosque of Omar stands today. The city has been destroyed many times, and each time it was leveled off and rebuilt on the wreckage. That is what Nehemiah did—out of the debris and wreckage he rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem. Rocks did not have to be hauled in for repair work because there are more rocks over there than they could ever use. I heard a few years ago that stones were being shipped from Indiana to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple. That report was proven false, but how foolish it would have been. There is no place on the topside of this earth that is as rocky as Jerusalem and the surrounding area. It is a rugged terrain. That is one reason Jerusalem was so difficult for the enemy to take.

Thou shalt be visited of the Lord of hosts with thunder, and with earthquake, and great noise, with storm and tempest, and the flame of devouring fire.
And the multitude of all the nations that fight against Ariel, even all that fight against her and her munition, and that distress her, shall be as a dream of a night vision.
It shall even be as when an hungry man dreameth, and, behold, he eateth; but he awaketh, and his soul is empty: or as when a thirsty man dreameth, and, behold, he drinketh; but he awaketh, and, behold, he is faint, and his soul hath appetite: so shall the multitude of all the nations be, that fight against mount Zion [Isa. 29:6–8].
The final siege of Jerusalem will be the worst of all (see Zech. 14), but God will intervene at the last moment and deliver His people from extermination. All the dreams of the enemies of God to bring in their own kingdom will be frustrated, and God will put them down. He will build His own kingdom and establish it Himself, just as He said He would do.

Jerusalem—Meaning and Message
Stay yourselves, and wonder; cry ye out, and cry: they are drunken, but not with wine; they stagger, but not with strong drink.

For the Lord hath poured out upon you the spirit of deep sleep, and hath closed your eyes: the prophets and your rulers, the seers hath he covered [Isa. 29:9–10].
Ihave said that Isaiah is the prophet of the commonplace, and what he says fits into our contemporary culture. Did God actually make them sleepy? How did He do it? He kept giving Israel light; and, as He gave them light, they kept rejecting it. They would not accept the truth that He gave them. They could not see it, which revealed that they were blind. That is the way God puts people to sleep and the way He reveals that they are blind. Even the prophets and princes did not anticipate this deliverance from God. They were as blinded to the future as the enemies of God. They were as men who were dead drunk.

And the vision of all is become unto you as the words of a book that is sealed, which men deliver to one that is learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, I cannot; for it is sealed:
And the book is delivered to him that is not learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, I am not learned [Isa. 29:11–12].
The attitude of the people, including God’s people, before their final deliverance by God was that prophecy was too obscure to be understood, that it was a sealed subject about which they could know nothing. This is the present-day attitude of many church leaders and preachers. I have heard seminary professors and ministers say, “Well, you know, the Book of Revelation is a sealed book. Nobody can understand it.” Those who insist that Revelation is a sealed book and that we are not supposed to understand it are saying exactly what the people in Isaiah’s day were saying about prophecy. Or, people today will say that they are too busy, that they don’t have time to study the Word of God. All kinds of excuses are offered by Christians for their own ignorance of the Scriptures.

The word revelation is from the Greek word apokalupsis, which means “unveiled” God took the seal from the Book of Revelation so that it can be understood. In one sense Revelation is the simplest book in the Bible, but you must have an understanding of the sixty-five books that precede it. It is the last book of the Bible, and certainly it is not the place you should begin reading. No book is so organized, and I found it to be the easiest book in the Bible to outline. It is nonsense to say that it is symbolic, a sealed book that we are not supposed to understand. That is what they were saying in Isaiah’s day. God will judge you for that kind of thinking because when He gives light and you will not open your eyes, you become blind to the light. Listen to what God says of Revelation in Revelation 1:3, “Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand.” Revelation 22:10 says, “And he saith unto me, Seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this book: for the time is at hand.” It is not a sealed book.

Wherefore the Lord said, For as much as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men [Isa. 29:13].
If you had lived in Isaiah’s day, you would have wondered what Isaiah really meant because the people were going to the temple. It was crowded—anytime a sacrifice was offered you would find people there. There was a place for the men, a court for the women, and a court for the Gentiles. Why was God finding fault with these people? They were all coming to church, but they went through all of the ritual with their mouths. It was as if they could say the Lord’s Prayer and the Apostles’ Creed, but it did not mean anything to them. They did not believe what they were saying; they did not accept God’s Word. God said that their hearts were far from Him. That is the reason He judged them, and that is the reason He is going to judge us today.

The curse of the world today is religion. God would like you to get rid of religion and come to Christ. Religion is the greatest barrier for many people today. I made that statement to a man not long ago. Immediately he countered by saying, “I want you to know, Dr. McGee, that I am a religious man. I am religious by nature.” He had a fallen nature, but he had a religious nature. I think I shocked him when I told him that he ought to get rid of his religion and that I was not a religious man. He said, “I cannot believe that there is a preacher who is not religious. If you are not religious, what are you then?” I told him that I am a sinner who came to Christ and that I have a personal relationship with Him today. It is not a religion but a relationship. Do you have Christ, or don’t you? That is the important thing.

Woe unto them that seek deep to hide their counsel from the Lord, and their works are in the dark, and they say, Who seeth us? and who knoweth us? [Isa. 29:15].
Things are so serious for His people that He puts in another “Woe” here. This chapter contains two woes because (1) the people act as if God does not see or know, and (2) they act as if they are getting by with it.

Jerusalem—Honor and Glory
Is it not yet a very little while, and Lebanon shall be turned into a fruitful field, and the fruitful field shall be esteemed as a forest? [Isa. 29:17].

Now we see into the future. The time will come when there will be honor and glory in Jerusalem and in the land. God is not through with that city. Today it looks like a layer cake with one city built on top of the other. God has judged them, and He will judge them again. But Jerusalem will be rebuilt once again, and then it will be the city of God.

And in that day shall the deaf hear the words of the book, and the eyes of the blind shall see out of obscurity, and out of darkness [Isa. 29:18].
The deaf are going to hear, and the blind are going to see.

The meek also shall increase their joy in the Lord, and the poor among men shall rejoice in the Holy One of Israel [Isa. 29:19].
You have heard the old bromide, “No one is so blind as those who will not see.” Today, as in Isaiah’s day, there is a willful blindness. In that day, in the Millennium, they are going to see.

Therefore thus saith the Lord, who redeemed Abraham, concerning the house of Jacob, Jacob shall not now be ashamed, neither shall his face now wax pale.
But when he seeth his children, the work of mine hands, in the midst of him, they shall sanctify my name, and sanctify the Holy One of Jacob, and shall fear the God of Israel.
They also that erred in spirit shall come to understanding, and they that murmured shall learn doctrine [Isa. 29:22–24].
What are they going to do with the name of God? They are going to make it holy—they are going to set it apart as something wonderful. Today, God’s people, by their lives, should sanctify the name of God. It is a holy name—but do we treat it that way?

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Isaiah 30

 1Woe to the rebellious children, saith the LORD, that take counsel, but not of me; and that cover with a covering, but not of my spirit, that they may add sin to sin: 

 2That walk to go down into Egypt, and have not asked at my mouth; to strengthen themselves in the strength of Pharaoh, and to trust in the shadow of Egypt! 

 3Therefore shall the strength of Pharaoh be your shame, and the trust in the shadow of Egypt your confusion. 

 4For his princes were at Zoan, and his ambassadors came to Hanes. 

 5They were all ashamed of a people that could not profit them, nor be an help nor profit, but a shame, and also a reproach. 

 6The burden of the beasts of the south: into the land of trouble and anguish, from whence come the young and old lion, the viper and fiery flying serpent, they will carry their riches upon the shoulders of young asses, and their treasures upon the bunches of camels, to a people that shall not profit them. 

 7For the Egyptians shall help in vain, and to no purpose: therefore have I cried concerning this, Their strength is to sit still. 

 8Now go, write it before them in a table, and note it in a book, that it may be for the time to come for ever and ever: 

 9That this is a rebellious people, lying children, children that will not hear the law of the LORD: 

 10Which say to the seers, See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits: 

 11Get you out of the way, turn aside out of the path, cause the Holy One of Israel to cease from before us. 

 12Wherefore thus saith the Holy One of Israel, Because ye despise this word, and trust in oppression and perverseness, and stay thereon: 

 13Therefore this iniquity shall be to you as a breach ready to fall, swelling out in a high wall, whose breaking cometh suddenly at an instant. 

 14And he shall break it as the breaking of the potters' vessel that is broken in pieces; he shall not spare: so that there shall not be found in the bursting of it a sherd to take fire from the hearth, or to take water withal out of the pit. 

 15For thus saith the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel; In returning and rest shall ye be saved; in quietness and in confidence shall be your strength: and ye would not. 

 16But ye said, No; for we will flee upon horses; therefore shall ye flee: and, We will ride upon the swift; therefore shall they that pursue you be swift. 

 17One thousand shall flee at the rebuke of one; at the rebuke of five shall ye flee: till ye be left as a beacon upon the top of a mountain, and as an ensign on an hill. 

 18And therefore will the LORD wait, that he may be gracious unto you, and therefore will he be exalted, that he may have mercy upon you: for the LORD is a God of judgment: blessed are all they that wait for him. 

 19For the people shall dwell in Zion at Jerusalem: thou shalt weep no more: he will be very gracious unto thee at the voice of thy cry; when he shall hear it, he will answer thee. 

 20And though the Lord give you the bread of adversity, and the water of affliction, yet shall not thy teachers be removed into a corner any more, but thine eyes shall see thy teachers: 

 21And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to the left. 

 22Ye shall defile also the covering of thy graven images of silver, and the ornament of thy molten images of gold: thou shalt cast them away as a menstruous cloth; thou shalt say unto it, Get thee hence. 

 23Then shall he give the rain of thy seed, that thou shalt sow the ground withal; and bread of the increase of the earth, and it shall be fat and plenteous: in that day shall thy cattle feed in large pastures. 

 24The oxen likewise and the young asses that ear the ground shall eat clean provender, which hath been winnowed with the shovel and with the fan. 

 25And there shall be upon every high mountain, and upon every high hill, rivers and streams of waters in the day of the great slaughter, when the towers fall. 

 26Moreover the light of the moon shall be as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun shall be sevenfold, as the light of seven days, in the day that the LORD bindeth up the breach of his people, and healeth the stroke of their wound. 

 27Behold, the name of the LORD cometh from far, burning with his anger, and the burden thereof is heavy: his lips are full of indignation, and his tongue as a devouring fire: 

 28And his breath, as an overflowing stream, shall reach to the midst of the neck, to sift the nations with the sieve of vanity: and there shall be a bridle in the jaws of the people, causing them to err. 

 29Ye shall have a song, as in the night when a holy solemnity is kept; and gladness of heart, as when one goeth with a pipe to come into the mountain of the LORD, to the mighty One of Israel. 

 30And the LORD shall cause his glorious voice to be heard, and shall shew the lighting down of his arm, with the indignation of his anger, and with the flame of a devouring fire, with scattering, and tempest, and hailstones. 

 31For through the voice of the LORD shall the Assyrian be beaten down, which smote with a rod. 

 32And in every place where the grounded staff shall pass, which the LORD shall lay upon him, it shall be with tabrets and harps: and in battles of shaking will he fight with it. 

 33For Tophet is ordained of old; yea, for the king it is prepared; he hath made it deep and large: the pile thereof is fire and much wood; the breath of the LORD, like a stream of brimstone, doth kindle it.
Isaiah 31

 1Woe to them that go down to Egypt for help; and stay on horses, and trust in chariots, because they are many; and in horsemen, because they are very strong; but they look not unto the Holy One of Israel, neither seek the LORD! 

 2Yet he also is wise, and will bring evil, and will not call back his words: but will arise against the house of the evildoers, and against the help of them that work iniquity. 

 3Now the Egyptians are men, and not God; and their horses flesh, and not spirit. When the LORD shall stretch out his hand, both he that helpeth shall fall, and he that is holpen shall fall down, and they all shall fail together. 

 4For thus hath the LORD spoken unto me, Like as the lion and the young lion roaring on his prey, when a multitude of shepherds is called forth against him, he will not be afraid of their voice, nor abase himself for the noise of them: so shall the LORD of hosts come down to fight for mount Zion, and for the hill thereof. 

 5As birds flying, so will the LORD of hosts defend Jerusalem; defending also he will deliver it; and passing over he will preserve it. 

 6Turn ye unto him from whom the children of Israel have deeply revolted. 

 7For in that day every man shall cast away his idols of silver, and his idols of gold, which your own hands have made unto you for a sin. 

 8Then shall the Assyrian fall with the sword, not of a mighty man; and the sword, not of a mean man, shall devour him: but he shall flee from the sword, and his young men shall be discomfited. 

 9And he shall pass over to his strong hold for fear, and his princes shall be afraid of the ensign, saith the LORD, whose fire is in Zion, and his furnace in Jerusalem.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Chapters 30–31
Theme: Judah admonished not to turn to Egypt for help against Assyria; exhorted to turn to the Lord
These two chapters present largely a local situation, although a larger prophecy of a future time grows out of it. The local prophecy has been literally fulfilled. The southern kingdom of Judah heard and heeded the prophet’s warning and did not join with Egypt in order to be delivered from the Assyrian. The northern kingdom of Israel made the mistake of ignoring the prophet’s warning, and they went into Assyrian captivity (see 2 Kings 17:4). This is one time when the southern kingdom profited by the experience of the northern kingdom.
Admonition Not to Seek Alliance with Egypt
Woe to the rebellious children, saith the Lord, that take counsel, but not of me; and that cover with a covering, but not of my spirit, that they may add sin to sin [Isa. 30:1].

This is the fourth woe. It is a woe because it is a warning. God says in effect, “Don’t go to Egypt for help, because it won’t be a good thing for you to do. Help down there is a mirage on the desert.”

For the Egyptians shall help in vain, and to no purpose: therefore have I cried concerning this, Their strength is to sit still [Isa. 30:7].
Exhortation to Turn to Jehovah for Deliverance
God says, “Turn to Me, and I will deliver you” (see v. 15). This is a marvelous verse, one of the gems of Scripture:
And therefore will the Lord wait, that he may be gracious unto you, and therefore will he be exalted, that he may have mercy upon you: for the Lord is a God of judgment: blessed are all they that wait for him [Isa. 30:18].
Don’t be in a hurry. Don’t say, “We are at the end of the age, and the Lord is going to come this year or next—or at least before the year two thousand.” God says, “Let Me work this out. I have not given you any dates.” Learn to wait upon the Lord. This matter of looking for the Lord Jesus to come to take His own out of the world is a matter of waiting. And we are told that they who wait on the Lord will renew their strength. You cannot rush God. He is in no hurry. Maybe things are not working out the way you think they should; maybe you and I would like to rearrange them, but let God work things out. He has eternity ahead of Him; and, when you and I get in step with Him, life will be much easier for us down here.

Declaration that God will Deal with the Final Assyrian
For through the voice of the Lord shall the Assyrian be beaten down, which smote with a rod.

And in every place where the grounded staff shall pass, which the Lord shall lay upon him, it shall be with tabrets and harps: and in battles of shaking will he fight with it.
For Tophet is ordained of old; yea, for the king it is prepared; he hath made it deep and large: the pile thereof is fire and much wood; the breath of the Lord, like a stream of brimstone, doth kindle it [Isa. 30:31–33].
The Assyrian here is the final enemy of God in the Great Tribulation. “Tophet” was a place in the valley of the son of Hinnom where the most abominable idolatries were practiced. Little children were offered as sacrifices! It speaks in this passage of the worst spot in the lake of fire.

“The king” mentioned represents the beast and the false prophet: “And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever” (Rev. 20:10).

In chapter 31 the prophet warns God’s people again not to look to Egypt for help but to trust the Lord to defend Jerusalem. So pressing is the danger, and so evident is the likelihood of the Israelites turning to Egypt, that Isaiah continues to warn Judah of the futility of such a measure. In the future Israel will turn to the wrong ally. They will accept the Antichrist, and God is warning them about it here. God will judge those who turn to outside help instead of to Him.

Woe to them that go down to Egypt for help; and stay on horses, and trust in chariots, because they are many; and in horsemen, because they are very strong; but they look not unto the Holy One of Israel, neither seek the Lord! [Isa. 31:1].
This is the fifth woe. It is pronounced on those who go down to Egypt for help.

This has a message for you and me. Woe to you and woe to me when we turn away from God and turn to some materialistic or human help. Don’t misunderstand me—He doesn’t intend that you launch out into space and hang there. God expects you to be reasonable. But in the final analysis God wants top priority as far as giving help is concerned. My friend, where do you go for help? To your banker? To your preacher? Every now and then I receive a letter from someone who asks me what he should do in a given situation. Well, I don’t know what to do with many problems that arise in my own life! Although it is nice to ask others for advice, in the final analysis we must go to God for help. The psalmist wrote: “Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: but we will remember the name of the Lord our God” (Ps. 20:7).

Materialistic philosophy says that it is smart to trust in the stock market or your investments, that it is smart to look to “Egypt.” Most of us have some “Egypt” upon which we depend for help. The real source of Israel’s difficulty was that they did not look to God, nor did they seek Him. Since they did not trust Him, they turned frantically to some outside, physical display of power.

As birds flying, so will the Lord of hosts defend Jerusalem; defending also he will deliver it; and passing over he will preserve it [Isa. 31:5].
The Lord will defend and preserve Jerusalem in the days of Hezekiah, as we shall see. God assures them that it is a sure thing that the Assyrians will not take the city of Jerusalem.

Then shall the Assyrian fall with the sword, not of a mighty man; and the sword, not of a mean man, shall devour him: but he shall flee from the sword, and his young men shall be discomfited [Isa. 31:8].
“Not of a mighty man”—God says it is not because you are going to be strong enough to drive them away. You won’t. God will deal with the Assyrians. Jerusalem’s confidence should be in the Lord.

This is a great chapter to read for our own help and strength.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Isaiah 32

 1Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall rule in judgment. 

 2And a man shall be as an hiding place from the wind, and a covert from the tempest; as rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land. 

 3And the eyes of them that see shall not be dim, and the ears of them that hear shall hearken. 

 4The heart also of the rash shall understand knowledge, and the tongue of the stammerers shall be ready to speak plainly. 

 5The vile person shall be no more called liberal, nor the churl said to be bountiful. 

 6For the vile person will speak villany, and his heart will work iniquity, to practise hypocrisy, and to utter error against the LORD, to make empty the soul of the hungry, and he will cause the drink of the thirsty to fail. 

 7The instruments also of the churl are evil: he deviseth wicked devices to destroy the poor with lying words, even when the needy speaketh right. 

 8But the liberal deviseth liberal things; and by liberal things shall he stand. 

 9Rise up, ye women that are at ease; hear my voice, ye careless daughters; give ear unto my speech. 

 10Many days and years shall ye be troubled, ye careless women: for the vintage shall fail, the gathering shall not come. 

 11Tremble, ye women that are at ease; be troubled, ye careless ones: strip you, and make you bare, and gird sackcloth upon your loins. 

 12They shall lament for the teats, for the pleasant fields, for the fruitful vine. 

 13Upon the land of my people shall come up thorns and briers; yea, upon all the houses of joy in the joyous city: 

 14Because the palaces shall be forsaken; the multitude of the city shall be left; the forts and towers shall be for dens for ever, a joy of wild asses, a pasture of flocks; 

 15Until the spirit be poured upon us from on high, and the wilderness be a fruitful field, and the fruitful field be counted for a forest. 

 16Then judgment shall dwell in the wilderness, and righteousness remain in the fruitful field. 

 17And the work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of righteousness quietness and assurance for ever. 

 18And my people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, and in sure dwellings, and in quiet resting places; 

 19When it shall hail, coming down on the forest; and the city shall be low in a low place. 

 20Blessed are ye that sow beside all waters, that send forth thither the feet of the ox and the ass.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Chapter 32
Theme: The coming King, the coming Tribulation, and the coming Spirit
This chapter is a bright note between the fifth and sixth woes; it is a ray of light to God’s people in a dark place in that day.
It has been some time since the person of the King has been before us, but we find Him introduced again at this point, for there can be no Millennium or blessing to this earth without Him.

The King Who is to Reign
Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall rule in judgment [Isa. 32:1].

This verse projects into the kingdom age. The King is none other than the Lord Jesus Christ. The character of His reign is righteousness. The world has never had a kingdom like this so far.

And a man shall be as an hiding place from the wind, and a covert from the tempest; as rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land [Isa. 32:2].
The Lord is not only King, He is also a Savior-King. He bore the winds and tempest of the judgment of sin for us. He is a Rock for our protection. He was set before us in Isaiah 26:4 as the Rock of ages. This is another aspect of His ministry under the figure of the rock. He is a place of hiding for believers in our day also.

And the eyes of them that see shall not be dim, and the ears of them that hear shall hearken [Isa. 32:3].
In other words, there will be spiritual understanding given to all of God’s people. “For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face …” (1 Cor. 13:12). True spiritual values will then be ascertained and made obvious. And that which should have top priority will have top priority. In our day moral values are gone. One of the great problems in this country is that we have lost the sense of moral values. For many years now our schools have been teaching the evolutionary theory which makes man an animal. Moral values are not taught. If you advocate law and order and a high state of morality, you are considered a square, a back number, and somehow not as smart as are the sophisticated and clever crooks. Therefore, the feeling is, “Let’s not listen to that old stuff.” Well, the “old stuff” is going to be the future stuff also, because the earth will have a King reigning in righteousness. Then the moral values will come back into place.

The vile person shall be no more called liberal, nor the churl said to be bountiful [Isa. 32:5].
I love this—it is about as up to date as we can get. We have today what is known as the limousine liberals. The rich, for the most part, are liberal. Why? They already have their wealth which is not being taxed, but the middle man is being taxed unmercifully to pay for new projects that the rich are promoting. You can be sure of one thing: the rich man could afford to be liberal. Lazarus sat on the floor and caught the crumbs that fell from the rich man’s table. That rich man was liberal—he was very liberal with his crumbs—but that was all.

In our day a “vile person” is called “liberal.” In that day a vile person will no longer be called liberal, because he will be seen for what he really is. He is a villain, and his heart will work iniquity. The human heart is desperately wicked. Everything in that future day will be seen in its true colors. There will be no false values. Every man will be seen for what he is. There will be no “putting on a front” or assuming what they are not. The mask of hypocrisy will be removed. This, of course, applies to everyone—not only to Christians. The biggest hypocrites are actually not in the church. They are all those who pretend to be something they are not.

All of this will take place when the King comes who will reign in righteousness.

The Preceding Time of Trouble
Before Christ, the King, comes to reign, there will be a time of trouble, which will be the Great Tribulation.
Rise up, ye women that are at ease; hear my voice, ye careless daughters; give ear unto my speech [Isa. 32:9].
Why does he say this? Because naturally women are more sensitive than men, and they sense danger before a man does. My friend, every man before he goes into a business partnership or any kind of partnership should let his wife meet the person who is to be his partner. She is apt to give him a true evaluation of his nature and character. In my home I try to maintain my place as the head of the house, but I have discovered over a period of years that I am no judge of human character. Time after time my wife has said to me, “Well, you misjudged that person.” Either I put confidence in someone when I should not have, or I failed to recognize that certain people are really wonderful folk. So I have learned that the best thing to do is to listen to her, especially in the evaluation of character. Now God says that in the days prior to the Tribulation Period women will become so insensible that they will not recognize the danger that is coming. It is quite interesting that there will be women living in pleasure in that day to such extent that they will have no sense of coming judgment.

The Promise of the Spirit
Now we come to the third division: the promise of the Spirit to be poured out in the last days.
Until the spirit be poured upon us from on high, and the wilderness be a fruitful field, and the fruitful field be counted for a forest [Isa. 32:15].
Here is a case where you need to pay attention to the development of prophecy in the Word of God. When will the Spirit be poured out? The Spirit will be poured out during the Millennium when Christ reigns. That is going to be the greatest time of spiritual blessing and turning to Christ, for at that time He will be reigning in person. That doesn’t mean that every knee is going to bow to Him at that time. Every knee will bow to Him eventually, but the kingdom will be a time of testing. Joel mentions it: “And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions: And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit” (Joel 2:28–29). This looks forward to the coming kingdom. This prophecy was not fulfilled at Pentecost nor any time since then.

In Acts 2:15–21 Peter quotes from Joel 2:28–29 and explains the passage. Peter did not say that Pentecost was a fulfillment of the prophecy in Joel, but that Pentecost was similar to what Joel described. The people who were filled with the Holy Spirit in Peter’s day were ridiculed as being drunk early in the morning. Now that could happen in Los Angeles today, but people did not get drunk in the morning in Peter’s day. Peter was saying that what was happening at Pentecost was similar to what would take place during the millennial kingdom.

What Joel and Peter described will take place during the kingdom age when the Lord pours out His Spirit upon all flesh. On the Day of Pentecost it was poured out on only a few people, but it was similar to that which will occur during the Millennium.

Joel’s prediction was of tremendous phenomena: “And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke. The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of the Lord come” (Joel 2:30–31). My friend, these tremendous signs have never yet taken place.

Notice also that Joel predicted, “…and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams…” (Joel 2:28). Today our young people are not fulfilling this prophecy, and our old men are in a retirement place playing golf. These things did not happen on the Day of Pentecost, neither are they happening today. This prophecy looks forward to the coming kingdom. There is always a danger of pulling out a few verses of Scripture and trying to build on them a system of prophecy. We are just to let the Word of God speak to us—line upon line and precept upon precept—as He wants to do it. This is the way God gives it to us.
----------------------------------------------------------------------
Isaiah 33

 1Woe to thee that spoilest, and thou wast not spoiled; and dealest treacherously, and they dealt not treacherously with thee! when thou shalt cease to spoil, thou shalt be spoiled; and when thou shalt make an end to deal treacherously, they shall deal treacherously with thee. 

 2O LORD, be gracious unto us; we have waited for thee: be thou their arm every morning, our salvation also in the time of trouble. 

 3At the noise of the tumult the people fled; at the lifting up of thyself the nations were scattered. 

 4And your spoil shall be gathered like the gathering of the caterpiller: as the running to and fro of locusts shall he run upon them. 

 5The LORD is exalted; for he dwelleth on high: he hath filled Zion with judgment and righteousness. 

 6And wisdom and knowledge shall be the stability of thy times, and strength of salvation: the fear of the LORD is his treasure. 

 7Behold, their valiant ones shall cry without: the ambassadors of peace shall weep bitterly. 

 8The highways lie waste, the wayfaring man ceaseth: he hath broken the covenant, he hath despised the cities, he regardeth no man. 

 9The earth mourneth and languisheth: Lebanon is ashamed and hewn down: Sharon is like a wilderness; and Bashan and Carmel shake off their fruits. 

 10Now will I rise, saith the LORD; now will I be exalted; now will I lift up myself. 

 11Ye shall conceive chaff, ye shall bring forth stubble: your breath, as fire, shall devour you. 

 12And the people shall be as the burnings of lime: as thorns cut up shall they be burned in the fire. 

 13Hear, ye that are far off, what I have done; and, ye that are near, acknowledge my might. 

 14The sinners in Zion are afraid; fearfulness hath surprised the hypocrites. Who among us shall dwell with the devouring fire? who among us shall dwell with everlasting burnings? 

 15He that walketh righteously, and speaketh uprightly; he that despiseth the gain of oppressions, that shaketh his hands from holding of bribes, that stoppeth his ears from hearing of blood, and shutteth his eyes from seeing evil; 

 16He shall dwell on high: his place of defence shall be the munitions of rocks: bread shall be given him; his waters shall be sure. 

 17Thine eyes shall see the king in his beauty: they shall behold the land that is very far off. 

 18Thine heart shall meditate terror. Where is the scribe? where is the receiver? where is he that counted the towers? 

 19Thou shalt not see a fierce people, a people of a deeper speech than thou canst perceive; of a stammering tongue, that thou canst not understand. 

 20Look upon Zion, the city of our solemnities: thine eyes shall see Jerusalem a quiet habitation, a tabernacle that shall not be taken down; not one of the stakes thereof shall ever be removed, neither shall any of the cords thereof be broken. 

 21But there the glorious LORD will be unto us a place of broad rivers and streams; wherein shall go no galley with oars, neither shall gallant ship pass thereby. 

 22For the LORD is our judge, the LORD is our lawgiver, the LORD is our king; he will save us. 

 23Thy tacklings are loosed; they could not well strengthen their mast, they could not spread the sail: then is the prey of a great spoil divided; the lame take the prey. 

 24And the inhabitant shall not say, I am sick: the people that dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquity.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Chapter 33
Theme: The final woe is pronounced on all who spoil God’s people and land
This chapter, in particular, pronounces a judgment upon those who seek to destroy God’s people and lay waste His land. It refers to the Assyrians in the immediate purview but extends to the final enemy of the last days. The chapter is geocentric. The land is the thing of primary importance.
Prayer of the Remnant for Deliverance
Woe to thee that spoilest, and thou wast not spoiled; and dearest treacherously, and they dealt not treacherously with thee! when thou shalt cease to spoil, thou shalt be spoiled; and when thou shalt make an end to deal treacherously, they shall deal treacherously with thee [Isa. 33:1].

This is Isaiah’s way of expressing the great spiritual principles, which God put down from the time man sinned. It is stated well in Galatians 6:7: “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.”

The “spoiler” here is Sennacherib who came against Jerusalem during the reign of Hezekiah (Isa. 36–37). I believe this is the unanimous conclusion of all sound scholars. However, it does not limit this chapter to the Assyrians. God says in effect, “You spoil My people, and I’ll spoil you.” God promises to take vengeance on behalf of His people. For this reason we as believers should always let God handle all of our revenge. God says that we are not to avenge ourselves, but He will repay. Turn it over to God. He can do a better job than we can do.

Now this is also a picture of that final day of consummation after God has brought together again the restored Roman Empire, and Anti-christ will destroy the land of Israel again. God will take care of him at the second coming of Christ.

Now in view of that, we hear this prayer:

O Lord, be gracious unto us; we have waited for thee: be thou their arm every morning, our salvation also in the time of trouble [Isa. 33:2].
This is the prayer of the godly remnant then and in the future.

Plaintive Cry of Ambassadors Who Failed
Behold, their valiant ones shall cry without: the ambassadors of peace shall weep bitterly.

The highways lie waste, the wayfaring man ceaseth: he hath broken the covenant, he hath despised the cities, he regardeth no man [Isa. 33:7–8].
You would think that we would have learned a lesson today, but we have not. A great peace conference was held at the Hague; and, while it was going on, Germany began World War I and broke all of the treaties. At the end of that war the League of Nations was formed; and, when President Woodrow Wilson went to be our representative, the idea was to make the world safe for democracy. What they forgot, however, was to make democracy safe for the world. Peace didn’t come. It led to World War II. Now the United Nations is making the world ready for World War III. We talk about peace, but we are not doing it God’s way.

Petition for all to Consider God’s Dealings
Hear, ye that are far off, what I have done; and, ye that are near, acknowledge my might [Isa. 33:13].

Two groups of people are addressed here: “Ye that are far off” are the Gentiles, and “ye that are near” are the people of Israel. The call is to recognize God.

The sinners in Zion are afraid; fearfulness hath surprised the hypocrites. Who among us shall dwell with the devouring fire? who among us shall dwell with everlasting burnings? [Isa. 33:14].
“Sinners in Zion” are those of Israel who are not Israel. There are godless Israelites just as there are godless Gentiles.

“The devouring fire” does not refer to the lake of fire mentioned in the Book of Revelation, but rather to the fact that “our God is a consuming fire.” He is a holy God, and He intends to judge in that day.

Today there is a tremendous godless movement abroad. It is growing by leaps and bounds. That is the reason we are giving out the Word of God. We don’t know how much longer we can do it, but we are going to continue as long as the Lord allows. God is going to bring judgment, and God’s people need to be concerned about getting His Word out. Judgment is not a pretty subject. It is not one that will make friends, but these are the words of Isaiah, and Isaiah’s message is God’s message, and He would like the human family to hear it.

He that walketh righteously, and speaketh uprightly; he that despiseth the gain of oppressions, that shaketh his hands from holding of bribes, that stoppeth his ears from hearing of blood, and shutteth his eyes from seeing evil [Isa. 33:15].
The one who has been declared righteous by his faith in Christ is called to walk in righteousness. In that awful day we find that where sin abounds, grace will much more abound.

Praise to God for Final Deliverance
Now we come to the fourth division, where there is praise to God for final deliverance.
Look upon Zion, the city of our solemnities: thine eyes shall see Jerusalem a quiet habitation, a tabernacle that shall not be taken down; not one of the stakes thereof shall ever be removed, neither shall any of the cords thereof be broken.
But there the glorious Lord will be unto us a place of broad rivers and streams; wherein shall go no galley with oars, neither shall gallant ship pass thereby [Isa. 33:20–21].
Babylon could boast of the Euphrates River, Assyria could boast of the Tigris and upper Zab, and Egypt could boast of the Nile, but Jerusalem was a landlocked city with neither river nor harbor. However, Zechariah gave an amazing prophecy which leads us to believe that God will provide a harbor for Israel during the Millennium (see Zech. 14:4–8). It is my understanding that the earthquake he describes will open up a deep valley to the Mediterranean Sea, and Jerusalem will be a seaport town during the Millennium.

The literal fulfillment of the prophecy also has a spiritual application. “The glorious Lord will be unto us a place of broad rivers and streams.” The Lord Himself is the source of Israel’s defense and blessing.

And the inhabitant shall not say, I am sick: the people that dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquity [Isa. 33:24].
This is a glorious prospect which is held out for Jerusalem. The eye of faith looks beyond the immediate hard circumstances to the glorious prospect of the future. This is the day when the King will be in Jerusalem. The Prince of peace will then bring peace to the earth.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Isaiah 34

 1Come near, ye nations, to hear; and hearken, ye people: let the earth hear, and all that is therein; the world, and all things that come forth of it. 

 2For the indignation of the LORD is upon all nations, and his fury upon all their armies: he hath utterly destroyed them, he hath delivered them to the slaughter. 

 3Their slain also shall be cast out, and their stink shall come up out of their carcases, and the mountains shall be melted with their blood. 

 4And all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll: and all their host shall fall down, as the leaf falleth off from the vine, and as a falling fig from the fig tree. 

 5For my sword shall be bathed in heaven: behold, it shall come down upon Idumea, and upon the people of my curse, to judgment. 

 6The sword of the LORD is filled with blood, it is made fat with fatness, and with the blood of lambs and goats, with the fat of the kidneys of rams: for the LORD hath a sacrifice in Bozrah, and a great slaughter in the land of Idumea. 

 7And the unicorns shall come down with them, and the bullocks with the bulls; and their land shall be soaked with blood, and their dust made fat with fatness. 

 8For it is the day of the LORD's vengeance, and the year of recompences for the controversy of Zion. 

 9And the streams thereof shall be turned into pitch, and the dust thereof into brimstone, and the land thereof shall become burning pitch. 

 10It shall not be quenched night nor day; the smoke thereof shall go up for ever: from generation to generation it shall lie waste; none shall pass through it for ever and ever. 

 11But the cormorant and the bittern shall possess it; the owl also and the raven shall dwell in it: and he shall stretch out upon it the line of confusion, and the stones of emptiness. 

 12They shall call the nobles thereof to the kingdom, but none shall be there, and all her princes shall be nothing. 

 13And thorns shall come up in her palaces, nettles and brambles in the fortresses thereof: and it shall be an habitation of dragons, and a court for owls. 

 14The wild beasts of the desert shall also meet with the wild beasts of the island, and the satyr shall cry to his fellow; the screech owl also shall rest there, and find for herself a place of rest. 

 15There shall the great owl make her nest, and lay, and hatch, and gather under her shadow: there shall the vultures also be gathered, every one with her mate. 

 16Seek ye out of the book of the LORD, and read: no one of these shall fail, none shall want her mate: for my mouth it hath commanded, and his spirit it hath gathered them. 

 17And he hath cast the lot for them, and his hand hath divided it unto them by line: they shall possess it for ever, from generation to generation shall they dwell therein.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Chapter 34
Theme: The final world clash—the Battle of Armageddon
This chapter brings to an end the section which in my outline I call the “Kingdom, Process, and Program by which the Throne is Established on Earth.” Judgment has been the theme all the way through this section. We have looked at six woes and followed a progression in this matter of prophecy. We saw a local situation into which Isaiah spoke and then watched him move into that broader area, as he looked down through the centuries to the time of judgment that was coming in the future, which the Lord Jesus called the Great Tribulation. Beyond that we saw the coming of the King.
However, in our day we are not looking for the King, we are looking for our Savior. We are “Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13). After He takes the church out of the world, those who remain will go through the frightful Tribulation Period, which will end with the war or the campaign of Armageddon.

This chapter is in contradiction to the philosophy of the world. You see, man expects to so improve the world by his own efforts that he will build a Utopia. He plans to bring in a millennium, although he may call it something else. Man thinks he is capable of lifting himself by his own bootstraps. The basic philosophy of evolution (and evolution is a philosophy rather than a science) is that there is improvement as we go along. It is onward and upward forever! Or, as the slogan has it, “Every day in every way I am getting better and better.” Man has woven this philosophy into the fabric of life; he thinks we are moving into something which is great and good.

The Word of God also looks forward to a wonderful future for this earth, but it is not the consummation of man’s efforts. Everything that man has built apart from God is coming under a frightful judgment. All of man’s work is contrary to God and must come into a final conflict. That conflict is set before us here as the Battle of Armageddon. The sin of man will finally be headed up in the Man of Sin, who will attempt to bring in a kingdom for himself, and that kingdom is the Great Tribulation period. It can only be ended with the coming of Christ to the earth to establish His kingdom.

This chapter looks entirely to the future. The Assyrians have disappeared, F. Delitzsch has made this statement, which I think is quite accurate: “We feel that we are carried away from the stage of history, and are transported into the midst of the last things,” and these chapters are the “last steps whereby our prophet rises to the height at which he soars in chapters 40 to the end. After the fall of Assyria, and when darkness began to gather on the horizon again, Isaiah broke away from his own time—the end of all things’ became more and more his home… It was the revelation of the mystery of the incarnation of God, for which all this was to prepare the way.”

Come near, ye nations, to hear; and hearken, ye people: let the earth hear, and all that is therein; the world, and all things that come forth of it [Isa. 34:1].
In Isaiah 1:2 God called heaven and earth to witness His judgment upon His people Israel. In this chapter God calls only the nations of the earth to witness His final judgment upon the nations.

For the indignation of the Lord is upon all nations, and his fury upon all their armies: he hath utterly destroyed them, he hath delivered them to the slaughter [Isa. 34:2].
Observe carefully the words chosen to depict this judgment: indignation, fury, utterly destroyed, and delivered to the slaughter. They are the strongest possible expressions that could be used. The judgment is universal, and it is severe. It is not only the “…time of Jacob’s trouble” (Jer. 30:7), but it is the time of the earth’s travail. Our Lord spoke of this as a time of suffering that will be unparalleled in the history of the world. The seals, trumpets, and vials in the Book of Revelation all intensify and confirm this. Whether you believe it or not, the earth is moving toward the judgment of God. Instead of a wonderful day coming for sinful man, a time of judgment is coming. As we look around us at our contemporary civilization, everything we see is going to come under the judgment of our Almighty God.

Their slain also shall be cast out, and their stink shall come up out of their carcases, and the mountains shall be melted with their blood [Isa. 34:3].
This description is to me the most terrible and repulsive in the Bible. I can’t think of anything worse than this. It confirms what the Lord Jesus said when He was here and what the Book of Revelation teaches about a coming judgment upon this earth.

I realize that a great many people doubt this, which reminds me of an incident when a tropical hurricane broke on the Gulf coast several years ago. I traveled along that area several years later, drove for miles and saw entire sections of cities that the storm had taken out. Even after several years, nothing is there. I also saw places where jungle in the area was absolutely removed. I was told about an apartment house in the area where a group of people were living fast and loose. When they heard the warnings about the storm, they decided that they would not leave. They didn’t believe the storm was going to be severe; so they had a big beer bust. Instead of evacuating, they all got drunk. They ridiculed the storm forecast, and they were all killed. You can do the same thing concerning the judgment that is coming on this earth. God says that judgment is coming, and it is coming.

And all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll: and all their hosts shall fall down, as the leaf falleth off from the vine, and as a falling fig from the fig tree [Isa. 34:4].
When you see a little leaf fall from a tree, you can attempt to glue it back on the branch, but it won’t stay and it won’t live. Just as surely, judgment is coming, and you can’t keep it from coming. There is only one thing you can do: make sure that you have a shelter. Listen to God and remember that the Lord Jesus is the shelter in the time of storm which is coming upon the earth.

Idumea, Representing all God’s Enemies
For my sword shall be bathed in heaven: behold, it shall come down upon Idumea, and upon the people of my curse, to judgment [Isa. 34:5].

God bathes that sword in heaven—that is important to see. When you and I take the sword down here, it is for vengeance or some ulterior motive. When God takes the sword, it is for justice and righteousness upon the earth. His sword is bathed in heaven, and it is going to fall in judgment.

Idumea is Edom, and Edom is Esau, and Esau represents the flesh. Esau represents all in Adam who are rebellious against God and His people. God said, “…Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated” (Rom. 9:13). God will judge Edom because they are against God, against His people, against His Word, against everything that is right and good.

Intention of the Lord
For it is the day of the Lord’s vengeance, and the year of recompenses for the controversy of Zion [Isa. 34:8].

This is the day of the Lord’s vengeance. We will see this again in Isaiah 63:1–6. You can’t do anything to stop it, just like there is nothing you can do to stop Niagara Falls from flowing. God says that things have to be made right upon this earth. To make them right He has to put down the evil and rebellious man upon this earth. Many people will not bow to God; but, since this is God’s universe, where will they go? He has only one place for them, which is called hell. You may have your own concept of it, but it undoubtedly is lots worse than a place of literal fire. God’s Word is inviolable and the Lord Jesus said, “Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled” (Matt. 5:18). My friend, it is wise to read the weather report and when a storm is forecast to make arrangements to escape it.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Isaiah 35

 1The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose. 

 2It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing: the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory of the LORD, and the excellency of our God. 

 3Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees. 

 4Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come with vengeance, even God with a recompence; he will come and save you. 

 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. 

 6Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert. 

 7And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water: in the habitation of dragons, where each lay, shall be grass with reeds and rushes. 

 8And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for those: the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein. 

 9No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon, it shall not be found there; but the redeemed shall walk there: 

 10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Chapter 35
Theme: The blessings of the Millennium, a picture of the kingdom
As we come to this chapter, we can thank God that the war of Armageddon is not the end of all things. Chapter 35 is a poetic gem. There is a high sense of poetic justice in this chapter which concludes the section on judgment. The fires of judgment have now burned out, and the sword of justice is sheathed. The evening of earth-trouble is ended, and the morning of millennial delights has come. This section closes on the high plane of peace, having been through suffering to peace, through the night to the dawn, through judgment to salvation, through tears to joy in the morning.
The calm of this chapter is in contrast to the storms of judgments of the previous chapter and even those that preceded it. We can say with the writer of the Song of Solomon, the winter is past, and the flowers appear on the earth.

Material Earth will be Restored
First we see that the material earth will be restored and the curse of sin lifted. This is the body of the earth.
The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose [Isa. 35:1].
We are informed today that the deserts of the world are being enlarged each year; they are not being reduced in size. Drought and soil erosion are hastening this process. Today pollution is filling the earth. All of this will be reversed for the Millennium. The smog will be lifted, and the curse of sin will be removed. The familiar and beautiful statement, “the desert shall … blossom as the rose” is an apt and happy picture of the earth’s future. If you are familiar with the great desert area of the southwestern section of our country, you will be impressed with this statement. This outline was written while we were crossing the southeast section of Colorado where the drought has been so severe and where the vast grasslands have been eroded by sandstorms. During the Millennium all of this will be reversed.

It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing: the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory of the Lord, and the excellency of our God [Isa. 35:2].
Paul tells us that creation is groaning and travailing in pain (see Rom. 8:22), while in the Millennium all creation will rejoice.

Men will be Renewed
The bodies of men will be renewed, as will the psychological part of man.
Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees [Isa. 35:3].
Creation is waiting for us to get our new bodies.

Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come with vengeance, even God with a recompense; he will come and save you [Isa. 35:4].
In the midst of the storm of judgment, God’s people can rejoice because they will know that God will come and save them. The church has the added hope and joy of never experiencing the Great Tribulation Period.

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.
Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert [Isa. 35:5–6].
Sickness and disease and all affliction are the result of man’s sin. These will be lifted in the kingdom.

And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water: in the habitation of dragons, where each lay, shall be grass with reeds and rushes.
And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for those: the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein.
No lion shall be there, nor ravenous beast shall go up thereon, it shall not be found there; but the redeemed shall walk there [Isa. 35:7–9].
What a beautiful picture we have here of the earth during the kingdom age.

Members of God’s Family will Return to Zion
Here we see the spirit of earth; that is, man will be renewed spiritually.
And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away [Isa. 35:10].
Can you think of anything nicer than this? This not only includes Israel, but it will include the redeemed who enter the Millennium upon the earth. In Zechariah 14:16–17 we read, “And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles. And it shall be, that whoso will not come up of all the families of the earth unto Jerusalem to worship the King, the Lord of hosts, even upon them shall be no rain.”

We can say with that old Puritan, Richard Baxter, “Hasten, O Saviour, the time of Thy return. Delay not, lest the living give up their hope. Delay not, lest earth shall grow like hell, and Thy Church shall be crumbled to dust. O hasten, that great resurrection day when the graves that received but rottenness, and retain but dust, shall return Thee glorious stars and suns. Thy desolate Bride saith, Come. The whole creation saith, Come, even so come, Lord Jesus. The whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain, waiting for the revealing of the sons of God.”

Thus ends the first major division of the Book of Isaiah with all the blessing of the Millennium.

Historic Interlude
We have come to the second major division of the Book of Isaiah. This section is unlike that which precedes it and that which follows it. This section leaves the high plateau of prophecy and drops down to the record of history. Even the form of language changes from poetry to prose. The first section dealt with the government of God and the method by which God judges. In the last section we will see the grace of God—salvation instead of judgment. Between these two sections is this historic interlude of four brief chapters. Why are they wedged in between the two major sections of this book? This is a reasonable question which requires investigation and rewards the honest inquirer. There are several significant factors which are worthy of mention.
1. Sacred and secular history are not the same. F. C. Jennings, in his fine work, Studies in Isaiah, says, “Divine history is never merely history, never simply a true account of past events.” This means that there are great spiritual truths couched in sacred history that are seen only by the eye of faith. The Holy Spirit must teach us the divine purpose in recording spiritual history. I want to note several suggested reasons for this:

a. These incidents might seem trite to the average historian who records great world movements, but events that concerned God’s people were important according to the standards of heaven.

b. These chapters note the transfer of power from Assyria to Babylon. Babylon was the first great world empire and was the real menace to God’s people. Babylon was to begin the period designated by our Lord as “…the times of the Gentiles…” (Luke 21:24).

c. This section is a record of a son of David who was beset by enemies and who went down to the verge of death, but was delivered and continued to reign. In this he foreshadows the great Son of David who was also beset by enemies, was delivered to death, but was raised from the dead, and who is coming again to reign. Hezekiah was only a man who walked in the ways of David, another weak man. Hezekiah lived to play the fool. Our Lord was greater than David, and as the crucified and risen Son of God, He is made unto us “…wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption” (1 Cor. 1:30). There are other great spiritual truths which are noted in the chapter outlines.

2. The second significant factor in this historic section is that these particular events are recorded three times in Scripture—2 Kings 18–19, 2 Chronicles 29–30, and here in Isaiah. The fact that the Holy Spirit saw fit to record them three times is in itself a matter of great importance. The records are not identical but are similar. Some scholars think that Isaiah is the author of all three, or at least also of the one in the Book of Kings. Surely the Spirit of God has some special truth for us here which should cause us not to hurry over these events as if they were of no great moment.

3. Three significant and stupendous miracles are recorded in this brief section:

a. The death angel slays 185,000 Assyrians (Isa. 37:36–38).

b. The sun retreats ten degrees on the sundial of Ahaz (Isa. 38:7–8).

c. God heals Hezekiah and extends his life fifteen years (Isa. 38:1–5).

4. This section opens with Assyria and closes with Babylon. There are two important letters which Hezekiah received:

a. The first was from Assyria, which Hezekiah took directly to God in prayer. God answered his prayer and delivered His people (Isa. 37:14–20).

b. The second letter was from the king of Babylon, which flattered Hezekiah and which he did not take to the Lord in prayer. As a result, it led to the undoing of Judah (Isa. 39:1–8).

Chapter 36 tells about King Hezekiah and the invasion of Sennacherib, king of Assyria. Chapter 37 tells about King Hezekiah’s prayer and the destruction of the Assyrian hosts. Chapter 38 records King Hezekiah’s sickness, prayer, and healing. Chapter 39 finds King Hezekiah playing the fool.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Isaiah 36

 1Now it came to pass in the fourteenth year of king Hezekiah, that Sennacherib king of Assyria came up against all the defenced cities of Judah, and took them. 

 2And the king of Assyria sent Rabshakeh from Lachish to Jerusalem unto king Hezekiah with a great army. And he stood by the conduit of the upper pool in the highway of the fuller's field. 

 3Then came forth unto him Eliakim, Hilkiah's son, which was over the house, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah, Asaph's son, the recorder. 

 4And Rabshakeh said unto them, Say ye now to Hezekiah, Thus saith the great king, the king of Assyria, What confidence is this wherein thou trustest? 

 5I say, sayest thou, (but they are but vain words) I have counsel and strength for war: now on whom dost thou trust, that thou rebellest against me? 

 6Lo, thou trustest in the staff of this broken reed, on Egypt; whereon if a man lean, it will go into his hand, and pierce it: so is Pharaoh king of Egypt to all that trust in him. 

 7But if thou say to me, We trust in the LORD our God: is it not he, whose high places and whose altars Hezekiah hath taken away, and said to Judah and to Jerusalem, Ye shall worship before this altar? 

 8Now therefore give pledges, I pray thee, to my master the king of Assyria, and I will give thee two thousand horses, if thou be able on thy part to set riders upon them. 

 9How then wilt thou turn away the face of one captain of the least of my master's servants, and put thy trust on Egypt for chariots and for horsemen? 

 10And am I now come up without the LORD against this land to destroy it? the LORD said unto me, Go up against this land, and destroy it. 

 11Then said Eliakim and Shebna and Joah unto Rabshakeh, Speak, I pray thee, unto thy servants in the Syrian language; for we understand it: and speak not to us in the Jews' language, in the ears of the people that are on the wall. 

 12But Rabshakeh said, Hath my master sent me to thy master and to thee to speak these words? hath he not sent me to the men that sit upon the wall, that they may eat their own dung, and drink their own piss with you? 

 13Then Rabshakeh stood, and cried with a loud voice in the Jews' language, and said, Hear ye the words of the great king, the king of Assyria. 

 14Thus saith the king, Let not Hezekiah deceive you: for he shall not be able to deliver you. 

 15Neither let Hezekiah make you trust in the LORD, saying, The LORD will surely deliver us: this city shall not be delivered into the hand of the king of Assyria. 

 16Hearken not to Hezekiah: for thus saith the king of Assyria, Make an agreement with me by a present, and come out to me: and eat ye every one of his vine, and every one of his fig tree, and drink ye every one the waters of his own cistern; 

 17Until I come and take you away to a land like your own land, a land of corn and wine, a land of bread and vineyards. 

 18Beware lest Hezekiah persuade you, saying, the LORD will deliver us. Hath any of the gods of the nations delivered his land out of the hand of the king of Assyria? 

 19Where are the gods of Hamath and Arphad? where are the gods of Sepharvaim? and have they delivered Samaria out of my hand? 

 20Who are they among all the gods of these lands, that have delivered their land out of my hand, that the LORD should deliver Jerusalem out of my hand? 

 21But they held their peace, and answered him not a word: for the king's commandment was, saying, Answer him not. 

 22Then came Eliakim, the son of Hilkiah, that was over the household, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah, the son of Asaph, the recorder, to Hezekiah with their clothes rent, and told him the words of Rabshakeh.
Isaiah 37

 1And it came to pass, when king Hezekiah heard it, that he rent his clothes, and covered himself with sackcloth, and went into the house of the LORD. 

 2And he sent Eliakim, who was over the household, and Shebna the scribe, and the elders of the priests covered with sackcloth, unto Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz. 

 3And they said unto him, Thus saith Hezekiah, This day is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, and of blasphemy: for the children are come to the birth, and there is not strength to bring forth. 

 4It may be the LORD thy God will hear the words of Rabshakeh, whom the king of Assyria his master hath sent to reproach the living God, and will reprove the words which the LORD thy God hath heard: wherefore lift up thy prayer for the remnant that is left. 

 5So the servants of king Hezekiah came to Isaiah. 

 6And Isaiah said unto them, Thus shall ye say unto your master, Thus saith the LORD, Be not afraid of the words that thou hast heard, wherewith the servants of the king of Assyria have blasphemed me. 

 7Behold, I will send a blast upon him, and he shall hear a rumour, and return to his own land; and I will cause him to fall by the sword in his own land. 

 8So Rabshakeh returned, and found the king of Assyria warring against Libnah: for he had heard that he was departed from Lachish. 

 9And he heard say concerning Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, He is come forth to make war with thee. And when he heard it, he sent messengers to Hezekiah, saying, 

 10Thus shall ye speak to Hezekiah king of Judah, saying, Let not thy God, in whom thou trustest, deceive thee, saying, Jerusalem shall not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria. 

 11Behold, thou hast heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands by destroying them utterly; and shalt thou be delivered? 

 12Have the gods of the nations delivered them which my fathers have destroyed, as Gozan, and Haran, and Rezeph, and the children of Eden which were in Telassar? 

 13Where is the king of Hamath, and the king of Arphad, and the king of the city of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah? 

 14And Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the messengers, and read it: and Hezekiah went up unto the house of the LORD, and spread it before the LORD. 

 15And Hezekiah prayed unto the LORD, saying, 

 16O LORD of hosts, God of Israel, that dwellest between the cherubims, thou art the God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth: thou hast made heaven and earth. 

 17Incline thine ear, O LORD, and hear; open thine eyes, O LORD, and see: and hear all the words of Sennacherib, which hath sent to reproach the living God. 

 18Of a truth, LORD, the kings of Assyria have laid waste all the nations, and their countries, 

 19And have cast their gods into the fire: for they were no gods, but the work of men's hands, wood and stone: therefore they have destroyed them. 

 20Now therefore, O LORD our God, save us from his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that thou art the LORD, even thou only. 

 21Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent unto Hezekiah, saying, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Whereas thou hast prayed to me against Sennacherib king of Assyria: 

 22This is the word which the LORD hath spoken concerning him; The virgin, the daughter of Zion, hath despised thee, and laughed thee to scorn; the daughter of Jerusalem hath shaken her head at thee. 

 23Whom hast thou reproached and blasphemed? and against whom hast thou exalted thy voice, and lifted up thine eyes on high? even against the Holy One of Israel. 

 24By thy servants hast thou reproached the Lord, and hast said, By the multitude of my chariots am I come up to the height of the mountains, to the sides of Lebanon; and I will cut down the tall cedars thereof, and the choice fir trees thereof: and I will enter into the height of his border, and the forest of his Carmel. 

 25I have digged, and drunk water; and with the sole of my feet have I dried up all the rivers of the besieged places. 

 26Hast thou not heard long ago, how I have done it; and of ancient times, that I have formed it? now have I brought it to pass, that thou shouldest be to lay waste defenced cities into ruinous heaps. 

 27Therefore their inhabitants were of small power, they were dismayed and confounded: they were as the grass of the field, and as the green herb, as the grass on the housetops, and as corn blasted before it be grown up. 

 28But I know thy abode, and thy going out, and thy coming in, and thy rage against me. 

 29Because thy rage against me, and thy tumult, is come up into mine ears, therefore will I put my hook in thy nose, and my bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by the way by which thou camest. 

 30And this shall be a sign unto thee, Ye shall eat this year such as groweth of itself; and the second year that which springeth of the same: and in the third year sow ye, and reap, and plant vineyards, and eat the fruit thereof. 

 31And the remnant that is escaped of the house of Judah shall again take root downward, and bear fruit upward: 

 32For out of Jerusalem shall go forth a remnant, and they that escape out of mount Zion: the zeal of the LORD of hosts shall do this. 

 33Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning the king of Assyria, He shall not come into this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come before it with shields, nor cast a bank against it. 

 34By the way that he came, by the same shall he return, and shall not come into this city, saith the LORD. 

 35For I will defend this city to save it for mine own sake, and for my servant David's sake. 

 36Then the angel of the LORD went forth, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians a hundred and fourscore and five thousand: and when they arose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses. 

 37So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and went and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh. 

 38And it came to pass, as he was worshipping in the house of Nisroch his god, that Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons smote him with the sword; and they escaped into the land of Armenia: and Esarhaddon his son reigned in his stead.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Chapter 36–37
Theme: Hezekiah and Assyria
Sennacherib, king of Assyria, had come down like a flood from the north, taking everything in his wake. He had captured every nation and city that stood in his path, or they had capitulated to him. Flushed with victory, he appears with the Assyrian hosts before the walls of Jerusalem. He is surprised and puzzled that Hezekiah would attempt to resist him. He seeks for some explanation, as Hezekiah must have some secret weapon. Rab-shakeh, his representative, ridicules all known possibilities of aid. Arrogantly he demands unconditional surrender. The chapter closes with the terms and threats reported to Hezekiah.
Assyria Threatens to Invade Jerusalem
Now it came to pass in the fourteenth year of king Hezekiah, that Sennacherib king of Assyria came up against all the defenced cities of Judah, and took them [Isa. 36:1].

You will recall that Isaiah began his prophetic ministry when King Uzziah died, and he continued it through the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz, and now Hezekiah. Hezekiah was one of the five great kings of Judah. During the reigns of these five kings (Asa, Jehoshaphat, Joash, Hezekiah, and Josiah) revival came to the land of Judah. Hezekiah was actually a great king. Second Chronicles 29:1–2 tells us, “Hezekiah began to reign when he was five and twenty years old, and he reigned nine and twenty years in Jerusalem. And his mother’s name was Abijah, the daughter of Zechariah. And he did that which was right in the sight of the Lord, according to all that David his father had done.”

Although Hezekiah was a good king, he exhibited weakness when he attempted to stave off the invasion of Jerusalem by bribing Sennacherib (see 2 Kings 18:13–16). He stripped the gold and silver from the temple to meet the exorbitant demands of the king of Assyria. It was to no avail, however, as the army of Assyria was outside the gates of Jerusalem. Payment did not help at all. This policy was not something new then, and it is still with us. Our nation, since World War II, has followed a very weak policy. We have used the almighty dollar to try to buy friends throughout the world, and we don’t have many friends today. You cannot get friends by buying them. Our problem is that we haven’t learned who our real Friend is. He is the One to whom Hezekiah finally had to turn, the Lord God.

And the king of Assyria sent Rabshakeh from Lachish to Jerusalem unto king Hezekiah with a great army. And he stood by the conduit of the upper pool in the highway of the fuller’s field [Isa. 36:2].
Sennacherib did not condescend to come personally, but instead he sent an army under Rab-shakeh. They are parked now outside the gates of Jerusalem, and General Rab-shakeh is attempting to put fear into the hearts of Hezekiah and the people of Jerusalem so that they will surrender.

Hezekiah sent out a delegation to meet with him.

Then came forth unto him Eliakim, Hilkiah’s son, which was over the house, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah, Asaph’s son, the recorder [Isa. 36:3].
Hezekiah sent forth this embassage of three to receive the terms offered by Sennacherib.

Assyria Demands Surrender of Jerusalem
And Rab-shakeh said unto them, Say ye now to Hezekiah, Thus saith the great king, the king of Assyria, What confidence is this wherein thou trustest? [Isa. 36:4].

Rab-shakeh arrogantly expresses surprise that Hezekiah would even dare resist, and he wants to know about the secret weapon in which Hezekiah trusts. He suggests first of all that it might be Egypt.

Lo, thou trustest in the staff of this broken reed, on Egypt; whereon if a man lean, it will go into his hand, and pierce it: so is Pharaoh king of Egypt to all that trust in him [Isa. 36:6].
The Assyrian host was then on the way to Egypt to capture that kingdom and was incensed that Jerusalem blocked the way. The facts were that Hezekiah had hoped for help from Egypt as had Ahaz his father before him. But Hezekiah wouldn’t get any help from Egypt—Rab-shakeh was right about that.

Then he suggests another possibility:

But if thou say to me, We trust in the Lord our God: is it not he, whose high places and whose altars Hezekiah hath taken away, and said to Judah and Jerusalem, Ye shall worship before this altar? [Isa. 36:7].
Next Rab-shakeh asks, “Is it true that you are depending upon your God?” Here is where his lack of spiritual discernment gave him a wrong cue. He says, “Don’t you know that Hezekiah had all the high places destroyed?” He thought the worship at the heathen altars out yonder on those hilltops was the same as the worship of the living God in Jerusalem. He thought Hezekiah had destroyed the worship of the people so that they had no gods to turn to.

Many people today have no spiritual discernment. Every now and then someone will write to me or say, “All churches are the same. They are all striving to get to the same place.” These people are like old Rab-shakeh. They don’t seem to know the difference. When they say that it does not make any difference what you believe as long as you are sincere, they contradict the words of our Lord. “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me” (John 14:6).

Now the third possibility suggested by Rab-shakeh reveals the haughty attitude of the Assyrian:

Now therefore give pledges, I pray thee, to my master the king of Assyria, and I will give thee two thousand horses, if thou be able on thy part to set riders upon them.
How then wilt thou turn away the face of one captain of the least of my master’s servants, and put thy trust on Egypt for chariots and for horsemen? [Isa. 36:8–9].
There was the bare possibility that Hezekiah was depending on his own resources and manpower to defend Jerusalem; so Rab-shakeh offers to make things just about equal by giving Hezekiah two thousand horses! He, of course, is ridiculing them.

The fourth possibility suggested by Rab-shakeh is the most subtle of all:

And am I now come up without the Lord against this land to destroy it? the Lord said unto me, Go up against this land, and destroy it [Isa. 36:10].
He suggests that Jehovah of Israel has sent the Assyrian against Jerusalem and that He is therefore on the side of the Assyrian.

It is interesting to note that in World War I the Germans thought God was with them, and we thought God was on our side. I doubt seriously that God was on either side. In this particular case the true God used the Assyrian to destroy His people, but He is not going to let the enemy take Jerusalem.

Then said Eliakim and Shebna and Joah unto Rabshakeh, Speak, I pray thee, unto thy servants in the Syrian language; for we understand it: and speak not to us in the Jews’ language, in the ears of the people that are on the wall [Isa. 36:11].
Now Eliakim, Shebna, and Joah ask Rab-shakeh to speak in the Syrian language. All this time he has been speaking so loudly in the Hebrew language that the soldiers on the walls of Jerusalem could hear. He was great at giving out propaganda; enemies always do that. He was yelling out his ideas at the top of his voice so that the soldiers on the wall would get the word to the people in Jerusalem; he wanted to get it past these emissaries. Of course, their protest only caused Rab-shakeh to talk a little louder.

Beware lest Hezekiah persuade you, saying, The Lord will deliver us. Hath any of the gods of the nations delivered his land out of the hand of the king of Assyria?
Where are the gods of Hamath and Arphad? where are the gods of Sepharvaim? and have they delivered Samaria out of my hand?
Who are they among all the gods of these lands, that have delivered their land out of my hand, that the Lord should deliver Jerusalem out of my hand? [Isa. 36:18–20].
Arrogantly Rab-shakeh boasts that none of the gods of other people have delivered them. Why should the Israelites expect Jehovah to deliver Jerusalem? He placed Jehovah on a par with heathen idols.

Representatives Report Assyria’s Bitter Terms
Finally the emissaries bring the word to Hezekiah, the king:
Then came Eliakim, the son of Hilkiah, that was over the household, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah, the son of Asaph, the recorder, to Hezekiah with their clothes rent, and told him the words of Rabshakeh [Isa. 36:22].
The messengers return to report these doleful words to Hezekiah.

“Clothes” speak of the dignity and glory of man. The saying is that clothes make the man. Well, “clothes rent” indicates humiliation and shame. This is a dejected and discouraged delegation that brings to Hezekiah the message from the king of Assyria.

Reaction of Hezekiah to the Report
Now notice what Hezekiah does when this report reaches him.
And it came to pass, when king Hezekiah heard it, that he rent his clothes, and covered himself with sackcloth, and went into the house of the Lord [Isa. 37:1].
His reaction to the report of his messengers reveals a man of faith. In his extremity he turns to God and goes to the house of the Lord.

And he sent Eliakim, who was over the household, and Shebna the scribe, and the elders of the priests covered with sackcloth, unto Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz. [Isa. 37:2].
Hezekiah now sends his messengers to Isaiah the prophet. This is another act of faith. He wants a word from God.

And they said unto him, Thus saith Hezekiah, This day is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, and of blasphemy: for the children are come to the birth, and there is not strength to bring forth [Isa. 37:3].
The message to Isaiah is ominous, black, and pessimistic. It is a day of trouble, rebuke, and blasphemy.

It may be the Lord thy God will hear the words of Rabshakeh, whom the king of Assyria his master hath sent to reproach the living God, and will reprove the words which the Lord thy God hath heard: wherefore lift up thy prayer for the remnant that is left [Isa. 37:4].
He speaks of the Lord as “thy God,” not as “our God.” Why didn’t he say “our God” to begin with? However, he will correct this in his prayer in verse 20.

Encouragement from the Lord through Isaiah
So the servants of king Hezekiah came to Isaiah.

And Isaiah said unto them, Thus shall ye say unto your master, Thus saith the Lord, Be not afraid of the words that thou hast heard, wherewith the servants of the king of Assyria have blasphemed me [Isa. 37:5–6].
God gives assurance to Hezekiah that the blasphemy of the Assyrian has not escaped His attention. Likewise, God cannot, nor will not, ignore it.

Behold, I will send a blast upon him, and he shall hear a rumour, and return to his own land; and I will cause him to fall by the sword in his own land [Isa. 37:7].
He would not be killed near Jerusalem but in his own land. This had literal fulfillment, as we shall see. God declares the destruction of Assyria.

Threatening Letter to Hezekiah
When Rab-shakeh got back to his army, he learned that the king of Assyria had left Lachish and was going to war against Libnah. A rumor came that the main force of the Assyrian army was being attacked by the Egyptian army. Rab-shakeh withdrew from Jerusalem temporarily to assist the main force of the Assyrian army, but to “save face” he dispatched a letter from Sennacherib to Hezekiah saying, “I’ll be back!”
The message of the letter was another attempt to shake Hezekiah’s faith in God’s deliverance.

Thus shall ye speak to Hezekiah king of Judah, saying, Let not thy God, in whom thou trustest, deceive thee, saying, Jerusalem shall not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria [Isa. 37:10].
He repeats the same words of Rab-shakeh.

Behold, thou hast heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands by destroying them utterly; and shalt thou be delivered?
Have the gods of the nations delivered them which my fathers have destroyed, as Gozan, and Haran, and Rezeph, and the children of Eden which were in Telassar? [Isa. 37:11–12].
Here he goes beyond the former word and boasts that no gods of any nation had delivered their people out of the hand of the Assyrian.

Where is the king of Hamath, and the king of Arphad, and the king of the city of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah? [Isa. 37:13].
He quotes historical facts that were difficult to answer.

Hezekiah’s Prayer
Now notice the action of Hezekiah—I love this!
And Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the messengers, and read it: and Hezekiah went up unto the house of the Lord, and spread it before the Lord [Isa. 37:14].
When Hezekiah received the letter, he went to God directly and spread the letter before Him. Then follows one of the truly great prayers of Scripture.

And Hezekiah prayed unto the Lord, saying,
O Lord of hosts, God of Israel, that dwellest between the cherubims, thou art the God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth: thou hast made heaven and earth [Isa. 37:15–16].
No instructed Israelites believed that God was a local deity who dwelt in the temple—just a little box in Jerusalem! King Solomon had prayed: “But will God indeed dwell on the earth? behold, the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain thee; how much less this house that I have builded” (1 Kings 8:27). Every Israelite recognized that He was the God of heaven, the Creator of heaven and earth.

Hezekiah pleads with Him to hear and deliver His people from the threatening Assyrian:

Incline thine ear, O Lord, and hear; open thine eyes, O Lord, and see: and hear all the words of Sennacherib, which hath sent to reproach the living God [Isa. 37:17].
Hezekiah shows God the letter and calls attention to the fact that it is directly against God.

Of a truth, Lord, the kings of Assyria have laid waste all the nations, and their countries,
And have cast their gods into the fire: for they were no gods, but the work of men’s hands, wood and stone: therefore they have destroyed them [Isa. 37:18–19].
Hezekiah acknowledges the truth of the letter. There was no need to deny or ignore it. When we deal with God, it is wise to tell Him the truth, especially about ourselves, and not try to conceal anything.

Now therefore, O Lord our God, save us from his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that thou art the Lord, even thou only [Isa. 37:20].
God’s Answer Through Isaiah
God says that He has heard the blasphemy of the Assyrian. Notice how He will deal with him:
Because thy rage against me, and thy tumult, is come up into mine ears, therefore will I put my hook in thy nose, and my bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by the way by which thou camest [Isa. 37:29].
Now God gives this word of comfort and assurance to His people:

And this shall be a sign unto thee, Ye shall eat this year such as groweth of itself; and the second year that which springeth of the same: and in the third year sow ye, and reap, and plant vineyards, and eat the fruit thereof [Isa. 37:30].
The primary thought is that the children of Judah would continue on in the land a little longer.

Note the boldness of this prophecy:

Therefore thus saith the Lord concerning the king of Assyria, He shall not come into this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come before it with shields, nor cast a bank against it [Isa. 37:33].
If one of the 185,000 Assyrians had accidentally shot an arrow over the walls of Jerusalem, God’s Word would have been inaccurate! How wonderful are the promises of God!

By the way that he came, by the same shall he return, and shall not come into this city, saith the Lord [Isa. 37:34].
This is specific and was also literally fulfilled.

God Destroys the Assyrian Army
Then the angel of the Lord went forth, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians a hundred and fourscore and five thousand: and when they arose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses [Isa. 37:36].

In the morning the men who were stationed on the walls of Jerusalem saw an amazing sight! The enemies they so feared were now lifeless corpses.

So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and went and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh [Isa. 37:37].
Now let’s see what happened to the king of Assyria.

And it came to pass, as he was worshipping in the house of Nisroch his god, that Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons smote him with the sword; and they escaped into the land of Armenia: and Esarhaddon his son reigned in his stead [Isa. 37:38].
----------------------------------------------------------------------
Isaiah 38

 1In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz came unto him, and said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Set thine house in order: for thou shalt die, and not live. 

 2Then Hezekiah turned his face toward the wall, and prayed unto the LORD, 

 3And said, Remember now, O LORD, I beseech thee, how I have walked before thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and have done that which is good in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept sore. 

 4Then came the word of the LORD to Isaiah, saying, 

 5Go, and say to Hezekiah, Thus saith the LORD, the God of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will add unto thy days fifteen years. 

 6And I will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria: and I will defend this city. 

 7And this shall be a sign unto thee from the LORD, that the LORD will do this thing that he hath spoken; 

 8Behold, I will bring again the shadow of the degrees, which is gone down in the sun dial of Ahaz, ten degrees backward. So the sun returned ten degrees, by which degrees it was gone down. 

 9The writing of Hezekiah king of Judah, when he had been sick, and was recovered of his sickness: 

 10I said in the cutting off of my days, I shall go to the gates of the grave: I am deprived of the residue of my years. 

 11I said, I shall not see the LORD, even the LORD, in the land of the living: I shall behold man no more with the inhabitants of the world. 

 12Mine age is departed, and is removed from me as a shepherd's tent: I have cut off like a weaver my life: he will cut me off with pining sickness: from day even to night wilt thou make an end of me. 

 13I reckoned till morning, that, as a lion, so will he break all my bones: from day even to night wilt thou make an end of me. 

 14Like a crane or a swallow, so did I chatter: I did mourn as a dove: mine eyes fail with looking upward: O LORD, I am oppressed; undertake for me. 

 15What shall I say? he hath both spoken unto me, and himself hath done it: I shall go softly all my years in the bitterness of my soul. 

 16O LORD, by these things men live, and in all these things is the life of my spirit: so wilt thou recover me, and make me to live. 

 17Behold, for peace I had great bitterness: but thou hast in love to my soul delivered it from the pit of corruption: for thou hast cast all my sins behind thy back. 

 18For the grave cannot praise thee, death can not celebrate thee: they that go down into the pit cannot hope for thy truth. 

 19The living, the living, he shall praise thee, as I do this day: the father to the children shall make known thy truth. 

 20The LORD was ready to save me: therefore we will sing my songs to the stringed instruments all the days of our life in the house of the LORD. 

 21For Isaiah had said, Let them take a lump of figs, and lay it for a plaister upon the boil, and he shall recover. 

 22Hezekiah also had said, What is the sign that I shall go up to the house of the LORD?

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Chapter 38
Theme: Prayer of Hezekiah when told he is to die; promise of healing—miracle of the sundial; Hezekiah’s Poem of praise
This chapter deals with King Hezekiah’s illness, prayer, and healing. It is well to keep in mind that while Hezekiah was beset by the danger of the Assyrian host, he was plagued by a “boil.” His deliverance from death must have been prior to the destruction of the Assyrian host. It was while the siege was going on, and the answer to prayer must have encouraged his heart relative to Isaiah’s prediction of the coming deliverance of Jerusalem. Hezekiah reigned twenty-nine years. He reigned fifteen years after this event; so his sickness was in the fourteenth year of his reign, and we are told that Sennacherib came up against Jerusalem in the fourteenth year of Hezekiah’s reign (see Isa. 36:1). All of this happened in the same year—the sickness of Hezekiah and the siege of Jerusalem by the Assyrians.
Prayer of Hezekiah when told He is to Die
In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz came unto him, and said unto him, Thus saith the Lord, Set thine house in order: for thou shalt die, and not live [Isa. 38:1].

It is interesting the way this chapter opens. We have seen that “in that day” is a technical expression that speaks of the Tribulation and millennial days. This verse does not open by saying, “In that day,” but by saying, “In those days.” What “days” is Isaiah talking about? He is talking about those days in which he and Hezekiah lived. Hezekiah was sick unto death. He was having trouble with a “boil” that was just about to kill him. On top of that he was having trouble with the Assyrians. There are those who believe that Hezekiah’s “boil” was either cancer or leprosy, or something similar. Whatever it was, it was a terminal disease, and his time to die had come.

The sentence of death was delivered to Hezekiah by Isaiah. It is true that this sentence of death rests upon each one of us, although we do not know the day nor the hour. But we do know this: “… it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment” (Heb. 9:27). This is a divine date. If each one of us knew the exact time, our life-style would change.

Some years ago I received a letter from a fine young minister who had been told by his doctor that he had cancer and that his days were limited. He sent out a letter to some of his friends, and I was privileged to be included in that list. Here is a brief quotation from his letter so that you might know the thinking of a man under the shadow of death: “One thing I have discovered in the last few days. When a Christian is suddenly confronted with a sentence of death, he surely begins to give a proper evaluation of material things. My fishing gear and books and orchard are not nearly so valuable as they were a week ago.” I conducted this young preacher’s funeral. And many years later I had the experience of having cancer myself. My doctor told me he thought I had only about three months to live. I can bear witness to the accuracy of the young preacher’s statement. It was amazing how certain things suddenly became very unimportant. One of those things was my home. I thought I would not be living in it but a few more weeks, and it certainly became unimportant to me; but where I was going became very important. Well, God had other plans for me, for which I am indeed grateful. I thank and praise Him for each new day He gives to me.

When Hezekiah was confronted with death, what did he do?

Then Hezekiah turned his face toward the wall, and prayed unto the Lord [Isa. 38:21].
We have seen Hezekiah in prayer before when he spread Sennacherib’s letter before the Lord.

And said, Remember now, O Lord, I beseech thee, how I have walked before thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and have done that which is good in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept sore [Isa. 38:3].
This is a time when a man can weep. I wept when I was told I was going to die. I am sure the young preacher wept when he heard the news from his doctor. You are bound to weep at a time like that. But Hezekiah also prayed on the basis of his life. This man had a good reputation before God, and under the Mosaic Law this was the accurate thing to do. Second Kings 18:5 says concerning Hezekiah: “He trusted in the Lord God of Israel; so that after him was none like him among all the kings of Judah, nor any that were before him.” Hezekiah was an outstanding man. He was not boasting when he made that claim.

Promise of Healing—Miracle of the Sundial
Then came the word of the Lord to Isaiah, saying,

Go, and say to Hezekiah, Thus saith the Lord, the God of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will add unto thy days fifteen years [Isa. 38:4–5].
God did hear and answer his prayer and extended his life by fifteen years. He did it, not for Hezekiah’s sake, but for David’s sake.

That is not the basis upon which our prayers are heard today. Our prayers are heard for the sake of David’s greater Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. In John 16:23–24 the Lord says, “And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you. Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full” (italics mine). You and I can go to our Heavenly Father with our requests in the name of Christ. To pray in the name of Christ means that you are in Christ, and you are praying for His will to be done. It means that it is to please Him. Sometimes He will heal and sometimes He won’t. He is the One to decide.

And I will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria: and I will defend this city [Isa. 38:6].
God ties in His deliverance of Jerusalem from the Assyrian with the deliverance of Hezekiah from death. God’s answer to one request will encourage the believer’s heart that He will answer the other requests. To be honest with you, I have been greatly strengthened in my own faith since God heard and answered the prayers of a host of radio listeners concerning my health.

And this shall be a sign unto thee from the Lord, that the Lord will do this thing that he hath spoken;
Behold, I will bring again the shadow of the degrees, which is gone down in the sun dial of Ahaz, ten degrees backward. So the sun returned ten degrees, by which degrees it was gone down [Isa. 38:7–8].
God gave him a sign, which was an assurance that He would answer his prayer.

F. C. Jennings (Studies in Isaiah, p. 438) translates the verse like this: “Behold, I will cause the shadow of the steps to return, which is gone down on the steps of Ahaz with the sun, backward ten steps. And the sun returned ten steps by the steps which it had gone down.” You see, the translation of “degrees” can also be “steps.” Dr. Jennings comments: “We can now transport ourselves in spirit to Hezekiah’s palace, and into his chamber. There lies the king, still prone on his couch, but with his face no longer turned to the wall, but joy and hope brightening his eye as he looks out of the window to the gardens, in the midst of which, and in full view, stands an obelisk, or column, with a series of steps leading up to it, and at least ten of these are lying in the column’s shadow; for the sun has gone so far down as to throw the shadow over that number of steps. But look again, the once darkened steps are now in clearest sunlight—’tis the sign for which the king had asked!”

Hezekiah’s Poem of Praise
The writing of Hezekiah king of Judah, when he had been sick, and was recovered of his sickness [Isa. 38:9].

The verses following are a fine thesis on death by one who was very near to it. Many believe that Hezekiah composed Psalm 116 at this time.

Now the question arises: Was Hezekiah right in asking God to extend his life?

The Lord was ready to save me: therefore we will sing my songs to the stringed instruments all the days of our life in the house of the Lord [Isa. 38:20].
At this time there was a great welling up of praise in the heart of Hezekiah. His song of praise to God was evidently set to music and sung.

However, after this experience Hezekiah became rather proud and arrogant. In the Book of Chronicles, which is God’s viewpoint of history, we are told: “But Hezekiah rendered not again according to the benefit done unto him; for his heart was lifted up: therefore there was wrath upon him, and upon Judah and Jerusalem” (2 Chron. 32:25). Here is evidence to the fact that maybe he should not have asked for an extension of life because it led to pride in his life—he was raised up!

When I became ill, I remembered the story of Hezekiah. I went to the Lord and said, “If you will let me live, I will promise to do your will, and I will continue to get out your Word.” That is the reason I have over-extended myself in conferences and meetings. I didn’t want to let the Lord down. But He has made it pretty clear to me that I should not kill myself by overdoing, since He has extended my life. Now I am trying to be reasonable in what I do.

After experiencing a miracle like Hezekiah did, there is a danger of withdrawing from the Lord. You would think that it would draw one closer to Him, but instead there is a grave danger of getting away from Him.

Was he right in asking God to extend his life? Should he not have died when the time came? There is another consideration which leads me to believe that he should have died when he was so ill. Manasseh, his son, was twelve years old when he began to reign, which means that he was born after Hezekiah’s sickness. Manasseh was the worst king who reigned in either kingdom. I consider Manasseh worse than Ahab and Jezebel put together. I think that it was during his reign that the Shekinah glory departed. If it didn’t depart during his reign, I can’t think of any reason it would depart afterward. Manasseh was very much like Antichrist, the Man of Sin who is yet to come.

In the next chapter we will see that Hezekiah played the fool after his experience in healing.

Now how did God perform the healing of Hezekiah? Did he have Isaiah pray over him? Or did Isaiah lay his hand on him so hard that he fell backward? No. Notice what Isaiah did—

For Isaiah had said, Let them take a lump of figs, and lay it for a plaster upon the boil, and he shall recover [Isa. 38:21].
In other words, he did the two things that James recommends: “Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord” (James 5:14). This anointing is not religious nor ceremonial. The oil is for healing; it is medicinal. And the elders are to pray for the one who is sick. What God said through Isaiah and through James is the same. When you get sick, pray and call for the doctor. God expects us to be sensible.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Isaiah 39

 1At that time Merodachbaladan, the son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters and a present to Hezekiah: for he had heard that he had been sick, and was recovered. 

 2And Hezekiah was glad of them, and shewed them the house of his precious things, the silver, and the gold, and the spices, and the precious ointment, and all the house of his armour, and all that was found in his treasures: there was nothing in his house, nor in all his dominion, that Hezekiah shewed them not. 

 3Then came Isaiah the prophet unto king Hezekiah, and said unto him, What said these men? and from whence came they unto thee? And Hezekiah said, They are come from a far country unto me, even from Babylon. 

 4Then said he, What have they seen in thine house? And Hezekiah answered, All that is in mine house have they seen: there is nothing among my treasures that I have not shewed them. 

 5Then said Isaiah to Hezekiah, Hear the word of the LORD of hosts: 

 6Behold, the days come, that all that is in thine house, and that which thy fathers have laid up in store until this day, shall be carried to Babylon: nothing shall be left, saith the LORD. 

 7And of thy sons that shall issue from thee, which thou shalt beget, shall they take away; and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon. 

 8Then said Hezekiah to Isaiah, Good is the word of the LORD which thou hast spoken. He said moreover, For there shall be peace and truth in my days.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Chapter 39
Theme: Hezekiah and Babylon
The transfer of the enemy of Judah from Assyria to Babylon is one of the outstanding features of this section. At this time Babylon was a struggling city on the banks of the Euphrates, unable to overcome Assyria. However, Babylon was to become the great head of gold in the times of the Gentiles, and that makes this chapter significant.
This chapter reveals the great blunder of Hezekiah’s life and also his human frailty and weakness. It is after the hour of great spiritual triumph that our worst defeats come.

Hezekiah Receives the Babylonian Embassage
At that time Merodach-baladan, the son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters and a present to Hezekiah: for he had heard that he had been sick, and was recovered [Isa. 39:1].

Merodach-baladan is a meaningless king to us, but his name is full of meaning. F. C. Jennings calls our attention to the fact that Merodach means “a rebel” and baladan means “not the Lord.” Behind this king, of course, is Nimrod, the founder of Babylon, and Satan, who is the archrebel against God and is the “god of this world.”

These ambassadors brought a letter which flattered Hezekiah. They said, “The king of Babylon has been concerned about you. He heard that you were sick and have recovered; so he sends a gift to rejoice with you.”

And Hezekiah was glad of them, and shewed them the house of his precious things, the silver, and the gold, and the spices, and the precious ointment, and all the house of his armour, and all that was found in his treasures: there was nothing in his house, nor in all his dominion, that Hezekiah shewed them not [Isa. 39:2].
At this time Hezekiah had not lost very many of the riches that David and Solomon had gathered. He made the mistake of showing his silver and gold, for he was immensely wealthy. We are told in 2 Chronicles 32:27–28, “And Hezekiah had exceeding much riches and honour: and he made himself treasuries for silver, and for gold, and for precious stones, and for spices, and for shields, and for all manner of pleasant jewels; Storehouses also for the increase of corn, and wine, and oil; and stalls for all manner of beasts, and cotes for flocks.”

It is interesting how Hezekiah received the embassage from Babylon. They gave him a gift and a get-well card from the king. Instead of taking the letter and opening it before the Lord like he did the letter from the Assyrians, he just put it aside. They had flattered him, and so he gave the visitors the vip treatment. He took them on a tour of the grounds of Jerusalem. Solomon had cornered the world’s gold market, and also he had cornered the market on quite a few other things. All of it was stored away in Jerusalem. Hezekiah foolishly showed this great wealth to his visitors, who went back to their king and told him that when he was strong enough, they knew where he could get all of the gold, silver, and jewels that he would need to carry on warfare.

Hezekiah made a big mistake, and Isaiah heard about what he had done.

Then came Isaiah the prophet unto king Hezekiah, and said unto him, What said these men? and from whence came they unto thee? And Hezekiah said, They are come from a far country unto me, even from Babylon [Isa. 39:3].
Hezekiah thought it was wonderful, but Isaiah recognized the danger.

Then said he, What have they seen in thine house? And Hezekiah answered, All that is in mine house have they seen: there is nothing among my treasures that I have not shewed them [Isa. 39:4].
It was a very foolish thing that Hezekiah had done.

Then said Isaiah to Hezekiah, Hear the word of the Lord of hosts:
Behold, the days come, that all that is in thine house, and that which thy fathers have laid up in store until this day, shall be carried to Babylon: nothing shall be left, saith the Lord.
And of thy sons that shall issue from thee, which thou shalt beget, shall they take away; and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon [Isa. 39:5–7].
Hezekiah played the fool. He should never have shown his treasures to strangers. Isaiah’s prophecy was literally fulfilled (see 2 Kings 24–25; Dan. 1).

Then said Hezekiah to Isaiah, Good is the word of the Lord which thou hast spoken. He said moreover, For there shall be peace and truth in my days [Isa. 39:8].
Hezekiah’s reply to Isaiah is very strange. He said in effect, “I am glad this prophecy won’t take place in my day.” He was grateful that these things would not come to pass in his days, but what about his children and grandchildren and great grandchildren? It did take place in their day.

Hezekiah’s life was extended for fifteen years. Was it good? It was not good. He lived to play the fool. Three terrible things took place during those years.

This chapter concludes the historic section.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Isaiah 40

 1Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. 

 2Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of the LORD's hand double for all her sins. 

 3The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

 4Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain: 

 5And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it. 

 6The voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall I cry? All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field: 

 7The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: because the spirit of the LORD bloweth upon it: surely the people is grass. 

 8The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever. 

 9O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the high mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God! 

 10Behold, the Lord GOD will come with strong hand, and his arm shall rule for him: behold, his reward is with him, and his work before him. 

 11He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young. 

 12Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, and meted out heaven with the span, and comprehended the dust of the earth in a measure, and weighed the mountains in scales, and the hills in a balance? 

 13Who hath directed the Spirit of the LORD, or being his counsellor hath taught him? 

 14With whom took he counsel, and who instructed him, and taught him in the path of judgment, and taught him knowledge, and shewed to him the way of understanding? 

 15Behold, the nations are as a drop of a bucket, and are counted as the small dust of the balance: behold, he taketh up the isles as a very little thing. 

 16And Lebanon is not sufficient to burn, nor the beasts thereof sufficient for a burnt offering. 

 17All nations before him are as nothing; and they are counted to him less than nothing, and vanity. 

 18To whom then will ye liken God? or what likeness will ye compare unto him? 

 19The workman melteth a graven image, and the goldsmith spreadeth it over with gold, and casteth silver chains. 

 20He that is so impoverished that he hath no oblation chooseth a tree that will not rot; he seeketh unto him a cunning workman to prepare a graven image, that shall not be moved. 

 21Have ye not known? have ye not heard? hath it not been told you from the beginning? have ye not understood from the foundations of the earth? 

 22It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in: 

 23That bringeth the princes to nothing; he maketh the judges of the earth as vanity. 

 24Yea, they shall not be planted; yea, they shall not be sown: yea, their stock shall not take root in the earth: and he shall also blow upon them, and they shall wither, and the whirlwind shall take them away as stubble. 

 25To whom then will ye liken me, or shall I be equal? saith the Holy One. 

 26Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath created these things, that bringeth out their host by number: he calleth them all by names by the greatness of his might, for that he is strong in power; not one faileth. 

 27Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and speakest, O Israel, My way is hid from the LORD, and my judgment is passed over from my God? 

 28Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his understanding. 

 29He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might he increaseth strength. 

 30Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall: 

 31But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Chapter 40
Theme: Comfort, a message from God; creation, a revelation of God; consideration, a call from God
Chapter 40 brings us to the final major division of the Book of Isaiah. There is a sharp contrast between the first and last sections of this book. The first section was a revelation of the Sovereign upon the throne, while this final section is a revelation of the Savior in the place of suffering. In chapter 6 we saw the crown; in chapter 53 we shall see the cross. The theme in the first section was the government of God; in this section it is the grace of God.
The opening words, “Comfort ye,” set the mood and tempo for this final section. The message from God is comfort rather than judgment which we saw in the first section.

The change of subject matter has led the liberal critic to postulate the Deutero-Isaiah hypothesis. Because the subjects are entirely different, they suppose that they were written by different writers—two Isaiahs. Well, a change of message certainly does not necessitate a change of authorship. The message has changed but not the messenger. Many authors write on subjects that are entirely different. For example, I have a booklet on Psalm 2, which is God’s judgment, and one on Psalm 22, which is God’s salvation—two entirely different subjects, but written by the same individual.

In this section of Isaiah the thunders and lightnings of Sinai are subdued, smothered by the wonderful message of grace which comes from God.

Comfort, a Message from God
Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God [Isa. 40:1].

All of the “woes” and the “burdens” of the first section have been lifted because there is now a burden-bearer, One who later on will fulfill everything that Isaiah said about Him. He will be the One to give the invitation, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” (Matt. 11:28). The Lord Jesus Christ lifts burdens.

“Comfort ye, comfort ye” is a sign of yearning from the pulsating heart of God. Our God is the God of “all comfort.” That is the way Paul speaks of Him in 2 Corinthians 1:3–4: “Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort; Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.” The Holy Spirit is called “the Comforter.” The Lord Jesus said, “And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever” (John 14:16). He is today our Comforter.

Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of the Lord’s hand double for all her sins [Isa. 40:2].
It has been suggested that when there was an indebtedness or mortgage on a house in Israel, the fact was written on a paper, a legal document, and put on the doorpost so that all their neighbors and friends would know that they had a mortgage on their place. Another copy was kept by the one who held the mortgage. When the debt was paid, the second copy, the carbon copy, was nailed over the other doorpost so that all might see that the debt was paid. This is the meaning of “she hath received of the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.” The sins of Jerusalem were paid for by the One who suffered outside her gates. This is the difference between the dealings of God with His people in the Old Testament and with us in our day. It actually separates Christianity from all pagan religions and from the Mosaic Law. The difference is all wrapped up in that little word propitiation. In the heathen religions the people bring an offering to their gods to appease them, and that is what propitiation means. Many people think that that is what it means in the Bible, that they have to “do” something—because God is angry—to win Him over. The people in heathen religions are always doing that because their gods are always angry and difficult to get along with. Their feelings are easily hurt, and they are not very friendly. The fact is that sin, man’s sin, has alienated him from God, but it is God who did something. And today God is propitious. You don’t have to do anything to win Him over. Propitiation is toward God, and reconciliation is toward us. God has done everything that needs to be done. Today we are asked to be reconciled to God, not to do something to win Him over. God is already won over; that is what Jesus Christ did for us on the cross. We need only accept what Christ has done. This is the word of comfort for a lost world today.

The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God [Isa. 40:3].
All four writers of the gospel records—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John—quote this verse as applying to John the Baptist. Since it appears four times in the New Testament, I’m not going to argue about it. I say that it refers to John the Baptist.

Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain:
And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.
The voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall I cry? All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field [Isa. 40:4–6].
Luke quotes this as applying to John the Baptist.

The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: because the spirit of the Lord bloweth upon it: surely the people is grass.
The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever [Isa. 40:7–8].
Man is compared to the grass of the field. The question is, How can there be comfort in being reminded that we are like grass? Hence in California grass is beautiful after the spring rain; but not many weeks later, after the sun has beat upon it for a few days, it begins to wither and die. Man is just like that.

You say, “Well there is no comfort in that!” Yes, there is. Man is faint, frail, and feeble, but the Word of God is strong, sure, and secure. God’s Word is our hiding place, a foundation upon which we can rest; it is our sword and buckler, high tower, protection, security, and salvation. In 1 Peter 1:23–25 we read, “Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever. For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you.” It is only the gospel that gives eternal life to man who naturally is just a transitory creature on this earth.

Now note the wonderful message—

O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the high mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God! [Isa. 40:9].
“Good tidings” is the gospel, and the “good tidings” of John the Baptist was “Behold your God!” Until you have seen Jesus Christ as God manifest in the flesh, you haven’t really seen Him. You must come to Him as He is—not just as a Man, but as God, Immanuel, God with us. If He is just a human, He cannot be my Savior; but He is Immanuel, and He is my Savior. How wonderful this is!

Behold the Lord God will come with strong hand, and his arm shall rule for him: behold, his reward is with him, and his work before him [Isa. 40:10].
Now Isaiah, as he generally does, draws together the first and second comings of Christ. This verse looks forward to His second coming. Actually, the gospel includes both the first and second comings of Christ. We are apt to get sidetracked and put all the emphasis on Jesus’ first coming or on His second coming. Well, let’s put our emphasis on both Comings, which is the totality of the gospel.

He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young [Isa. 40:11].
The Lord Jesus took the title of Shepherd when He came the first time. “I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep” (John 10:11). He also said, “… I lay down my life for the sheep” (John 10:15).

Creation, a Revelation of God
The next verse introduces the section that speaks of the greatness of God as Creator.
Who hath measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, and meted out heaven with the span, and comprehended the dust of the earth in a measure, and weighed the mountains in scales, and the hills in a balance? [Isa. 40:12].
Who has done that? To begin with, when you get out into space, you don’t weigh anything; so who is doing the weighing today, and where is it going to be weighed? This verse makes me feel like singing “How Great Thou Art”!

Who hath directed the spirit of the Lord, or being his counsellor hath taught him?
With whom took he counsel, and who instructed him, and taught him in the path of judgment, and taught him knowledge, and shewed to him the way of understanding? [Isa. 40:13–14].
God knows no equal nor is there anyone to whom He can go for advice. Someone has asked the rather facetious question, “What is it that you have seen that God has never seen?” The answer is very simple. God has never seen His equal. I see mine every day.

To whom then will ye liken God? or what likeness will ye compare unto him? [Isa. 40:18].
You and I know very little. All we know is what He has revealed in the Word of God, and I don’t think He has told us everything. To begin with, we can’t even comprehend what He has told us.

Isaiah is contrasting God to idols. “To whom then will ye liken God? or what likeness will ye compare unto him?” Look around you at the pictures of Him. Personally, I don’t care for any picture of Jesus because they are not pictures of Jesus. I don’t become very popular when I say this. Stores that sell such pictures and people who are rather sentimental think I am terrible. But, my friend, we don’t need pictures of Him. I agree with the old Scottish philosopher who said years ago, “Men never thought of painting a picture of Jesus until they had lost His presence in their hearts.”

Now here is the first rather ironical attack that Isaiah will make against idolatry—

The workman melteth a graven image, and the goldsmith spreadeth it over with gold, and casteth silver chains [Isa. 40:19].
The rich make a very ornate idol. They have a rich god.

He that is so impoverished that he hath no oblation chooseth a tree that will not rot; he seeketh unto him a cunning workman to prepare a graven image, that shall not be moved [Isa. 40:20].
The poor can have only a crude idol; he whittles out a god from a piece of wood. How preposterous idolatry is!

Have ye not known? have ye not heard? hath it not been told you from the beginning? have ye not understood from the foundations of the earth? [Isa. 40:21].
It is utterly ridiculous to compare God to some dumb idol.

It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in [Isa. 40:22].
The Old Testament does not teach that the earth is flat; but scientists in the days of Columbus taught this theory. Those so-called scientists did not pay attention to the Word of God in that day, and they missed something. And I think scientists are missing something today. It is clearly stated in this verse that the earth is a sphere, a circle positioned in an even greater universe, and that God’s throne is far beyond the penetration of the most powerful telescopes as they search out the limitless vault of space.

Consideration, a Call from God
In the light of all of this, God calls us to consider.
Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and speakest, O Israel, My way is hid from the Lord, and my judgment is passed over from my God? [Isa. 40:27].
God knows about the difficulties and problems of His people. If you belong to Him, He is able to quiet the storms of life, but sometimes there are lessons for His own to learn in the storm. When you find yourself in the midst of a storm, instead of sitting and weeping and criticizing God, why don’t you look around and find out what lesson He wants you to learn? God will not let you go through trials unless He has something for you to learn.

The lesson may be this:

Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his understanding [Isa. 40:28].
We have a great God. He never gets tired. He is not like man.

Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall:
But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint [Isa. 40:30–31].
There are three degrees of power here, and several expositors have likened them to the three stages of Christian growth that you have in 1 John 2:12–14. These three stages of growth are: (1) the young Christian shall mount up as an eagle; (2) the adult Christian shall run; and (3) the mature Christian shall walk.

This reminds me of the black preacher down in my southland who preached a very wonderful sermon, in which he said, “Brethren, this church, it needs to walk.” And one of the deacons said, “Amen.” He continued, “Brethren, this church needs to run.” And the deacon said, “Hallelujah.” Then he said, “Brethren, this church needs to fly.” And this deacon said, “Amen and hallelujah.” Then the minister said, “Well, it’s going to cost money to make this church fly.” To this the deacon replied, “Let her walk, brother, let her walk.”

My friend, regardless of who you are, if you are going to move with God through this earth, it will cost you something. But God will furnish you strength whatever your condition. If you need strength to walk, He will give it to you. If you need strength to fly, He has that for you also. This is a wonderful chapter revealing the comfort of God as our Creator, as our Savior, and as our Sustainer.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Isaiah 41

 1Keep silence before me, O islands; and let the people renew their strength: let them come near; then let them speak: let us come near together to judgment. 

 2Who raised up the righteous man from the east, called him to his foot, gave the nations before him, and made him rule over kings? he gave them as the dust to his sword, and as driven stubble to his bow. 

 3He pursued them, and passed safely; even by the way that he had not gone with his feet. 

 4Who hath wrought and done it, calling the generations from the beginning? I the LORD, the first, and with the last; I am he. 

 5The isles saw it, and feared; the ends of the earth were afraid, drew near, and came. 

 6They helped every one his neighbour; and every one said to his brother, Be of good courage. 

 7So the carpenter encouraged the goldsmith, and he that smootheth with the hammer him that smote the anvil, saying, It is ready for the sodering: and he fastened it with nails, that it should not be moved. 

 8But thou, Israel, art my servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, the seed of Abraham my friend. 

 9Thou whom I have taken from the ends of the earth, and called thee from the chief men thereof, and said unto thee, Thou art my servant; I have chosen thee, and not cast thee away. 

 10Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness. 

 11Behold, all they that were incensed against thee shall be ashamed and confounded: they shall be as nothing; and they that strive with thee shall perish. 

 12Thou shalt seek them, and shalt not find them, even them that contended with thee: they that war against thee shall be as nothing, and as a thing of nought. 

 13For I the LORD thy God will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help thee. 

 14Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Israel; I will help thee, saith the LORD, and thy redeemer, the Holy One of Israel. 

 15Behold, I will make thee a new sharp threshing instrument having teeth: thou shalt thresh the mountains, and beat them small, and shalt make the hills as chaff. 

 16Thou shalt fan them, and the wind shall carry them away, and the whirlwind shall scatter them: and thou shalt rejoice in the LORD, and shalt glory in the Holy One of Israel. 

 17When the poor and needy seek water, and there is none, and their tongue faileth for thirst, I the LORD will hear them, I the God of Israel will not forsake them. 

 18I will open rivers in high places, and fountains in the midst of the valleys: I will make the wilderness a pool of water, and the dry land springs of water. 

 19I will plant in the wilderness the cedar, the shittah tree, and the myrtle, and the oil tree; I will set in the desert the fir tree, and the pine, and the box tree together: 

 20That they may see, and know, and consider, and understand together, that the hand of the LORD hath done this, and the Holy One of Israel hath created it. 

 21Produce your cause, saith the LORD; bring forth your strong reasons, saith the King of Jacob. 

 22Let them bring them forth, and shew us what shall happen: let them shew the former things, what they be, that we may consider them, and know the latter end of them; or declare us things for to come. 

 23Shew the things that are to come hereafter, that we may know that ye are gods: yea, do good, or do evil, that we may be dismayed, and behold it together. 

 24Behold, ye are of nothing, and your work of nought: an abomination is he that chooseth you. 

 25I have raised up one from the north, and he shall come: from the rising of the sun shall he call upon my name: and he shall come upon princes as upon morter, and as the potter treadeth clay. 

 26Who hath declared from the beginning, that we may know? and beforetime, that we may say, He is righteous? yea, there is none that sheweth, yea, there is none that declareth, yea, there is none that heareth your words. 

 27The first shall say to Zion, Behold, behold them: and I will give to Jerusalem one that bringeth good tidings. 

 28For I beheld, and there was no man; even among them, and there was no counsellor, that, when I asked of them, could answer a word. 

 29Behold, they are all vanity; their works are nothing: their molten images are wind and confusion.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Chapter 41
Theme: God overrules individuals; God overtures Israel to trust Him; God overturns idols
This chapter continues the thought of chapter 40 in setting forth the greatness of God. The emphasis here is not upon God as Creator so much as upon His dealings with man. The greatness of God is revealed in both creation and human history.
There are also some things in this chapter that are rather enigmatic. It seems that there is a bare profile of prophecy in the background, but the theme is that God will protect and lead His children through the world which is fraught with pitfalls and dangers. Therefore, comfort is here for the child of God.

God Overrules Individuals
Keep silence before me, O islands; and let the people renew their strength: let them come near; then let them speak: let us come near together to judgment [Isa. 41:1].

The whole world of individuals is moving toward judgment.

The showdown is coming between light and darkness, between God and mammon, between faith and unbelief. God is now calling upon individuals to turn to Him and accept the salvation He has to offer. God is propitious. He is not demanding anything of you. He is simply asking you to accept the grace and salvation that He has to offer.

Who raised up the righteous man from the east, called him to his foot, gave the nations before him, and made him rule over kings? he gave them as the dust to his sword, and as driven stubble to his bow [Isa. 41:2].
“Righteous man from the east” is a strong expression. There are those who feel that this is a veiled suggestion of Cyrus. Cyrus will be mentioned by name shortly, but this is not the place. I believe that the word actually refers to a quality—righteousness—rather than to a person. It could be a reference to the rule of righteousness which Christ will establish at His return to earth. We find this thought developed in this section.

They helped every one his neighbour; and every one said to his brother, Be of good courage [Isa. 41:6].
Since God is coming to right the wrongs and relieve injustices, individuals who are right with God can be of good courage. There is hope for the little man who trusts God. He doesn’t have to worry about the future.

God Overtures Israel to Trust Him
Here again we have a reference to idolatry.
So the carpenter encouraged the goldsmith, and he that smootheth with the hammer him that smote the anvil, saying, It is ready for the soldering:and he fastened it with nails, that it should not be moved [Isa. 41:7].
In an emergency some folk hammered themselves out a god, that is, a temporary idol. But now God says:

But thou, Israel, art my servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, the seed of Abraham my friend [Isa. 41:8].
God now turns to Israel to comfort them in their distress. God says, “Instead of hammering out an idol, why not turn to Me?” After all, He knows they are sinners. He still calls them Jacob, and Jacob was the crooked one. It is God who made him Israel, a prince with God. And God wants to do that for the sons of Jacob.

Abraham is called the “friend” of God, and God wants to bring these people into a right relationship with Himself.

Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness [Isa. 41:10].
This verse has been a real pillar of strength and a source of comfort to God’s children of every age.

As he moves on, he says that if they oppose God it will be the very height of folly, because they are moving toward the day when all these adjustments will have to be made.

Now note this remarkable verse:

For I the Lord thy God will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help thee [Isa. 41:13].
Here is God’s gracious overture to trust Him—what comfort! God wants to take us into His confidence. He wants to enable us to walk with Him, have fellowship with Him, and know Him. My, what mankind is missing today! Some people can even get so involved in church work that they miss all this.

Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Israel; I will help thee, saith the Lord, and thy redeemer, the Holy One of Israel [Isa. 41:14].
You may think you are something, but you are a “worm”—a nobody. It is only God who can make any of us important. Only God can make man a somebody. Little man frets and struts across the stage of life, as Shakespeare put it. He huffs and puffs like the old wolf around the little pigs’ houses. Where is man going, and exactly what is he getting out of what he is doing? Some people see the futility of it all and take their own lives. Where else can they turn? The only place man can turn is to God. Oh, what man is missing! God’s fellowship, His salvation, His goodness, His grace—all of these are yours if you but turn to Him.

Then He talks to them about the material blessings of the Millennium—they will be there. And God would like to talk to you and me about the spiritual blessings which are available to us now and those we will have in eternity.

God Overturns Idols
Produce your cause, saith the Lord; bring forth your strong reasons, saith the King of Jacob [Isa. 41:21].

This is a challenge to idolatry. Now who is an idolater? Have you ever considered the possibility that you may be? Anything you put between your soul and God is your idol—regardless of what it is. It is anything to which you are giving your time and your energy; it could actually be your religion. Anything that you allow to take the place of a personal relationship with God is your idol.

What can idols do? Can they explain the origin of the universe? Are you satisfied today with the explanations that evolution has given? Of course there have been several explanations, but God says, “Bring them all out.”

Let them bring them forth, and shew us what shall happen: let them shew the former things, what they be, that we may consider them, and know the latter end of them; or declare us things for to come [Isa. 41:22].
Man doesn’t know his beginning or the origin of the universe. He simply doesn’t know—I don’t care what theory he is following. I predict that the evolutionist will be embarrassed in the next fifty years or so, because evolution will be just one of the many theories which will be left along the highway of time with the other wreckage. There have been many explanations of the origin of the universe which were called scientific at one time but are exploded today. Evolution will be exploded in time. Then man will turn to another theory. Man doesn’t know his origin, and he doesn’t know the future. Man is a very ignorant creature. Have you ever stopped to think how little you know?

There are many Ph.D.’s who don’t know very much either. I heard of a man working on his Ph.D. degree who was studying the eye of the mosquito. Now there is an unusual subject! One day as he was doing his research, it suddenly occurred to him that he did not want to spend the rest of his life looking a mosquito in the eye. And I can understand that—I wouldn’t mind taking one or two looks, but after that I think it would become monotonous! This man came to the conclusion that he should do something else. He found the Lord Jesus Christ as his Savior, was granted his degree, and he decided to dedicate his life to something worthwhile. Today he is a minister of the gospel.

It is quite interesting that man can be very well-educated, even have his doctor’s degree, and still know very little. He knows nothing about his origin or where he is going, and no idol can give him that information. So it is well to turn to the One who does have the answers. This doesn’t mean He will give you all the answers, but it is nice to know Him who knows the answers. I have never learned much about science, but I did learn a motto that was posted in the science building of the college I attended, which read: “Next to knowing is knowing where to find out.” Now there are many things I don’t know, but I know the One who knows everything. If there is something I need to know, God will tell me.

Behold, ye are of nothing, and your work of nought: an abomination is he that chooseth you [Isa. 41:24].
Man cannot explain his past, and he does not know his future apart from God. That makes all of man’s effort apart from God a very vain thing, an empty thing. During my first pastorate a man came to me and said, “If you can’t give me a good reason for living, I am going to solve all of my problems by taking my life.” What do you do with a man like that? He had an old rusty .45; it was a big old gun. I said to him, “Now look, if you can show me you can solve your problems by taking your life, I will get you a better gun than the one you have so you can do it right. Candidly, if you are not going to turn to Christ—if you are not going to bring Him into your life—you might as well use your gun. I see no reason why you shouldn’t.” Well, he was really taken aback. He expected me to give him arguments on reasons for living. That fellow put down his gun and left. Although he didn’t turn to Christ at that time, he did later on. And he found that Christ had the answer to his problems.

Behold, they are all vanity; their works are nothing: their molten images are wind and confusion [Isa. 41:29].
“Confusion” is the end result of idolatry or any philosophy which is anti-God or atheistic. It does not have the answers to the problems of life. These man-made systems cannot satisfy the human heart. The answer is found in the One who brings good tidings of great joy.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Isaiah 42

 1Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth; I have put my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles. 

 2He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street. 

 3A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment unto truth. 

 4He shall not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set judgment in the earth: and the isles shall wait for his law. 

 5Thus saith God the LORD, he that created the heavens, and stretched them out; he that spread forth the earth, and that which cometh out of it; he that giveth breath unto the people upon it, and spirit to them that walk therein: 

 6I the LORD have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles; 

 7To open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison house. 

 8I am the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to another, neither my praise to graven images. 

 9Behold, the former things are come to pass, and new things do I declare: before they spring forth I tell you of them. 

 10Sing unto the LORD a new song, and his praise from the end of the earth, ye that go down to the sea, and all that is therein; the isles, and the inhabitants thereof. 

 11Let the wilderness and the cities thereof lift up their voice, the villages that Kedar doth inhabit: let the inhabitants of the rock sing, let them shout from the top of the mountains. 

 12Let them give glory unto the LORD, and declare his praise in the islands. 

 13The LORD shall go forth as a mighty man, he shall stir up jealousy like a man of war: he shall cry, yea, roar; he shall prevail against his enemies. 

 14I have long time holden my peace; I have been still, and refrained myself: now will I cry like a travailing woman; I will destroy and devour at once. 

 15I will make waste mountains and hills, and dry up all their herbs; and I will make the rivers islands, and I will dry up the pools. 

 16And I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not; I will lead them in paths that they have not known: I will make darkness light before them, and crooked things straight. These things will I do unto them, and not forsake them. 

 17They shall be turned back, they shall be greatly ashamed, that trust in graven images, that say to the molten images, Ye are our gods. 

 18Hear, ye deaf; and look, ye blind, that ye may see. 

 19Who is blind, but my servant? or deaf, as my messenger that I sent? who is blind as he that is perfect, and blind as the LORD's servant? 

 20Seeing many things, but thou observest not; opening the ears, but he heareth not. 

 21The LORD is well pleased for his righteousness' sake; he will magnify the law, and make it honourable. 

 22But this is a people robbed and spoiled; they are all of them snared in holes, and they are hid in prison houses: they are for a prey, and none delivereth; for a spoil, and none saith, Restore. 

 23Who among you will give ear to this? who will hearken and hear for the time to come? 

 24Who gave Jacob for a spoil, and Israel to the robbers? did not the LORD, he against whom we have sinned? for they would not walk in his ways, neither were they obedient unto his law. 

 25Therefore he hath poured upon him the fury of his anger, and the strength of battle: and it hath set him on fire round about, yet he knew not; and it burned him, yet he laid it not to heart.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Chapter 42
Theme: The Servant of Jehovah—Jesus; the scourge of idolatry—images; the servant of Jehovah—the nation
In each chapter Isaiah is gradually working up to his condemnation of idolatry.
We find in this chapter that the nation Israel is called the servant of Jehovah. Also, the Lord Jesus Christ is the Servant of Jehovah and is so called in the Gospel of Mark. He made it very clear: “For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). And in Matthew 12:17–21 there is an application of this prophecy to the Lord Jesus.

The Servant of Jehovah, Jesus
Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth; I have put my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles [Isa. 42:1].

“Behold” is a word that is a bugle call to consider the Lord Jesus Christ.

A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment unto truth [Isa. 42:3].
This verse characterizes the life and ministry of the Lord Jesus when He was here. “A bruised reed shall he not break.” The Lord didn’t move in with a club against sin. He simply let sin bring its own judgment. “The smoking flax shall he not quench”—the man who keeps on in sin will find that it will break out in flames finally. The wages of sin is death; it always is that. You can’t change it.

This is a marvelous section as it presents the Lord Jesus as God’s Servant.

I the Lord have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles;
To open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison house [Isa. 42:6–7].
Christ performed these miracles as credentials of His Kingship when He was here the first time. He came as the Light of the world. As old Simeon prophesied, “A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel” (Luke 2:32).

The Scourge of Idolatry—Images
Now Isaiah begins God’s polemic against idolatry.
I am the Lord: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to another, neither my praise to graven images [Isa. 42:8].
God will not share His glory with another.

Now he talks about the scourge of idolatry, and the judgment of God which it will bring.

I will make waste mountains and hills, and dry up all their herbs; and I will make the rivers islands, and I will dry up the pools [Isa. 42:15].
The physical earth will be affected by His judgment.

And I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not; I will lead them in paths that they have not known: I will make darkness light before them, and crooked things straight. These things will I do unto them, and not forsake them [Isa. 42:16].
This is the way God leads His own. You and I are blind to the future, but He is not, and He will lead all who put their trust in Him.

They shall be turned back, they shall be greatly ashamed, that trust in graven images, that say to the molten images, Ye are our gods [Isa. 42:17].
The idolaters, you see, are warned that judgment is coming.

The Servant of Jehovah, the Nation
Who is blind, but my servant? or deaf, as my messenger that I sent? who is blind as he that is perfect, and blind as the Lord’s servant? [Isa. 42:19].

He identifies the blind servant here as His own people Israel.

This is God’s condemnation of His own people—

But this is a people robbed and spoiled; they are all of them snared in holes, and they are hid in prison houses: they are for a prey, and none delivereth; for a spoil, and none saith, Restore [Isa. 42:22].
The nation Israel is the subject in this verse. They are “a people robbed and spoiled.” Why? Because they turned away from God, and they have turned to idols.

Who gave Jacob for a spoil, and Israel to the robbers? did not the Lord, he against whom we have sinned? for they would not walk in his ways, neither were they obedient unto his law [Isa. 42:24].
The people and nation are identified as Israel. God scattered them—but He will also regather them.

Therefore he hath poured upon him the fury of his anger, and the strength of battle: and it hath set him on fire round about, yet he knew not; and it burned him, yet he laid it not to heart [Isa. 42:25].
The chastening of the Lord did not cause the nation to repent and return to Him. Did this thwart the purposes of God? The answer, of course is no, as we will see in the following chapter.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Isaiah 43

 1But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine. 

 2When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. 

 3For I am the LORD thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour: I gave Egypt for thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee. 

 4Since thou wast precious in my sight, thou hast been honourable, and I have loved thee: therefore will I give men for thee, and people for thy life. 

 5Fear not: for I am with thee: I will bring thy seed from the east, and gather thee from the west; 

 6I will say to the north, Give up; and to the south, Keep not back: bring my sons from far, and my daughters from the ends of the earth; 

 7Even every one that is called by my name: for I have created him for my glory, I have formed him; yea, I have made him. 

 8Bring forth the blind people that have eyes, and the deaf that have ears. 

 9Let all the nations be gathered together, and let the people be assembled: who among them can declare this, and shew us former things? let them bring forth their witnesses, that they may be justified: or let them hear, and say, It is truth. 

 10Ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, and my servant whom I have chosen: that ye may know and believe me, and understand that I am he: before me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after me. 

 11I, even I, am the LORD; and beside me there is no saviour. 

 12I have declared, and have saved, and I have shewed, when there was no strange god among you: therefore ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, that I am God. 

 13Yea, before the day was I am he; and there is none that can deliver out of my hand: I will work, and who shall let it? 

 14Thus saith the LORD, your redeemer, the Holy One of Israel; For your sake I have sent to Babylon, and have brought down all their nobles, and the Chaldeans, whose cry is in the ships. 

 15I am the LORD, your Holy One, the creator of Israel, your King. 

 16Thus saith the LORD, which maketh a way in the sea, and a path in the mighty waters; 

 17Which bringeth forth the chariot and horse, the army and the power; they shall lie down together, they shall not rise: they are extinct, they are quenched as tow. 

 18Remember ye not the former things, neither consider the things of old. 

 19Behold, I will do a new thing; now it shall spring forth; shall ye not know it? I will even make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert. 

 20The beast of the field shall honour me, the dragons and the owls: because I give waters in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert, to give drink to my people, my chosen. 

 21This people have I formed for myself; they shall shew forth my praise. 

 22But thou hast not called upon me, O Jacob; but thou hast been weary of me, O Israel. 

 23Thou hast not brought me the small cattle of thy burnt offerings; neither hast thou honoured me with thy sacrifices. I have not caused thee to serve with an offering, nor wearied thee with incense. 

 24Thou hast bought me no sweet cane with money, neither hast thou filled me with the fat of thy sacrifices: but thou hast made me to serve with thy sins, thou hast wearied me with thine iniquities. 

 25I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins. 

 26Put me in remembrance: let us plead together: declare thou, that thou mayest be justified. 

 27Thy first father hath sinned, and thy teachers have transgressed against me. 

 28Therefore I have profaned the princes of the sanctuary, and have given Jacob to the curse, and Israel to reproaches.
Isaiah 44

 1Yet now hear, O Jacob my servant; and Israel, whom I have chosen: 

 2Thus saith the LORD that made thee, and formed thee from the womb, which will help thee; Fear not, O Jacob, my servant; and thou, Jesurun, whom I have chosen. 

 3For I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground: I will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring: 

 4And they shall spring up as among the grass, as willows by the water courses. 

 5One shall say, I am the LORD's; and another shall call himself by the name of Jacob; and another shall subscribe with his hand unto the LORD, and surname himself by the name of Israel. 

 6Thus saith the LORD the King of Israel, and his redeemer the LORD of hosts; I am the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God. 

 7And who, as I, shall call, and shall declare it, and set it in order for me, since I appointed the ancient people? and the things that are coming, and shall come, let them shew unto them. 

 8Fear ye not, neither be afraid: have not I told thee from that time, and have declared it? ye are even my witnesses. Is there a God beside me? yea, there is no God; I know not any. 

 9They that make a graven image are all of them vanity; and their delectable things shall not profit; and they are their own witnesses; they see not, nor know; that they may be ashamed. 

 10Who hath formed a god, or molten a graven image that is profitable for nothing? 

 11Behold, all his fellows shall be ashamed: and the workmen, they are of men: let them all be gathered together, let them stand up; yet they shall fear, and they shall be ashamed together. 

 12The smith with the tongs both worketh in the coals, and fashioneth it with hammers, and worketh it with the strength of his arms: yea, he is hungry, and his strength faileth: he drinketh no water, and is faint. 

 13The carpenter stretcheth out his rule; he marketh it out with a line; he fitteth it with planes, and he marketh it out with the compass, and maketh it after the figure of a man, according to the beauty of a man; that it may remain in the house. 

 14He heweth him down cedars, and taketh the cypress and the oak, which he strengtheneth for himself among the trees of the forest: he planteth an ash, and the rain doth nourish it. 

 15Then shall it be for a man to burn: for he will take thereof, and warm himself; yea, he kindleth it, and baketh bread; yea, he maketh a god, and worshippeth it; he maketh it a graven image, and falleth down thereto. 

 16He burneth part thereof in the fire; with part thereof he eateth flesh; he roasteth roast, and is satisfied: yea, he warmeth himself, and saith, Aha, I am warm, I have seen the fire: 

 17And the residue thereof he maketh a god, even his graven image: he falleth down unto it, and worshippeth it, and prayeth unto it, and saith, Deliver me; for thou art my god. 

 18They have not known nor understood: for he hath shut their eyes, that they cannot see; and their hearts, that they cannot understand. 

 19And none considereth in his heart, neither is there knowledge nor understanding to say, I have burned part of it in the fire; yea, also I have baked bread upon the coals thereof; I have roasted flesh, and eaten it: and shall I make the residue thereof an abomination? shall I fall down to the stock of a tree? 

 20He feedeth on ashes: a deceived heart hath turned him aside, that he cannot deliver his soul, nor say, Is there not a lie in my right hand? 

 21Remember these, O Jacob and Israel; for thou art my servant: I have formed thee; thou art my servant: O Israel, thou shalt not be forgotten of me. 

 22I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins: return unto me; for I have redeemed thee. 

 23Sing, O ye heavens; for the LORD hath done it: shout, ye lower parts of the earth: break forth into singing, ye mountains, O forest, and every tree therein: for the LORD hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified himself in Israel. 

 24Thus saith the LORD, thy redeemer, and he that formed thee from the womb, I am the LORD that maketh all things; that stretcheth forth the heavens alone; that spreadeth abroad the earth by myself; 

 25That frustrateth the tokens of the liars, and maketh diviners mad; that turneth wise men backward, and maketh their knowledge foolish; 

 26That confirmeth the word of his servant, and performeth the counsel of his messengers; that saith to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be inhabited; and to the cities of Judah, Ye shall be built, and I will raise up the decayed places thereof: 

 27That saith to the deep, Be dry, and I will dry up thy rivers: 

 28That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Chapter 43–44
Theme: Retrospect—creation, redemption, preservation of Israel; Prospect—future judgment, deliverance, redemption of Israel; promise of the Spirit; polemic against idolatry; prophecy concerning Cyrus
This section of Scripture, and particularly this chapter, reveals that God is not through with the nation Israel. It is tantamount to unbelief to deny that God has a future purpose for the nation of Israel. In the New Testament Paul asks the question, “… Hath God cast away His people?” And the answer is, “God forbid …” (Rom. 11:1). That is a very dogmatic answer. God is not through with these folk, as He makes clear in the chapter before us.
Retrospect—Creation, Redemption, Preservation of Israel
But now thus saith the Lord that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine [Isa. 43:1].

This statement is as clear-cut as could be made. God addresses the nation Israel in this entire section, and I do not think you could misunderstand Him unless you deliberately wanted to misunderstand.

He speaks of their origin: “the Lord that created thee.” God took a sad specimen like old Jacob, whose name means “crooked”—he was a supplanter—and made a nation out of him.

God took the dust of the ground, breathed into it the spirit of life, and it became a living human being. And that human being rebelled, but now God makes sons of God out of those who will trust Christ. That is my beginning, and it was a very bad beginning. I don’t accept the evolutionary theory that I evolved from a monkey; I came from something worse than a monkey! I came from a rebellious sinner who on the physical side had been taken from the ground. That first man passed on to me a fallen nature which will never be reformed or repaired. But God has given me a new nature.

Beginning with Jacob, God created a nation. Then He redeemed them by blood and power from Egypt, and they became Israel, a prince with God. They belong to God because of creation and because of redemption.

When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee [Isa. 43:2].
This is a promise which specifically applies to Israel and the manner in which God delivered them in the past, for example, when they crossed the Red Sea and the Jordan River.

It also has a marvelous spiritual application for all of God’s children in all times. “When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee.” Sometimes in my experience I get into what I could call “deep water” when I can’t touch bottom. But I have the assurance that God is going through the experience with me. I think I’m going to drown, but He has promised, “they shall not overflow thee,” and He intervenes and delivers me.

For I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour: I gave Egypt for thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee [Isa. 43:3].
He does not lower His high standard in salvation. How could God give Egypt and Ethiopia a ransom for Israel? The answer is simple. God says in effect, “I used these nations to discipline you. I gave them, that is, I permitted them to treat you as they did, and now I will judge them.”

In Proverbs 21:18 we read, “The wicked shall be a ransom for the righteous, and the transgressor for the upright.” Have you ever wondered why God permitted the enemy to cross your path and cause you all the trouble he did? He did it in order to bring you into line and in order to develop you spiritually. God gave him for your deliverance. Proverbs 11:8 says, “The righteous is delivered out of trouble, and the wicked cometh in his stead.” God has let several people really mistreat me, and I talked to Him about it. I thought God was treating me wrong, but I noticed that the Lord paddled these individuals, and I must confess that I was rather satisfied about it. The Lord used these people to straighten things out in my life, and then He straightened them out.

Since thou wast precious in my sight, thou hast been honourable, and I have loved thee: therefore will I give men for thee, and people for thy life [Isa. 43:4].
We cannot imagine how much God loves Israel. We cannot imagine how precious we are to God.

Fear not: for I am with thee: I will bring thy seed from the east, and gather thee from the west;
I will say to the north, Give up; and to the south, Keep not back: bring my sons from far, and my daughters from the ends of the earth [Isa. 43:5–6].
God states in clear-cut language that He will regather the nation Israel. In Jeremiah 31:10 He reaffirms this: “Hear the word of the Lord, O ye nations, and declare it in the isles afar off, and say, He that scattered Israel will gather him, and keep him, as a shepherd doth his flock.” God says, “Hear the word of the Lord, O ye nations.” What He means is this: “Hear the word of the Lord, ye liberals. Hear the word of the Lord, ye amillennialists, and ye postmillennialists, and ye premillennialists—some of you haven’t been quite sure whether or not I am through with Israel.” We are to listen to Him. Regardless of what the world situation might be, God says He intends to regather Israel. We have His word for it.

Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord, and my servant whom I have chosen: that ye may know and believe me, and understand that I am he: before me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after me [Isa. 43:10].
God has no competitor or equal. He alone is God. He alone holds this unique position.

I, even I, am the Lord; and beside me there is no saviour [Isa. 43:11].
It is interesting that of all the religions of the world only Christianity guarantees salvation. Others put down quite a program, but they certainly do not guarantee salvation. God says, “Beside me there is no saviour.”

God now opens up the subject of idolatry.

I have declared, and have saved, and I have shewed, when there was no strange god among you: therefore ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord, that I am God [Isa. 43:12].
God is saying, “As long as you will not go into idolatry or turn to that which will lead you away from Me, I will bless you.”

Prospect—Future Judgment, Deliverance, Redemption of Israel
Yea, before the day was I am he; and there is none that can deliver out of my hand: I will work, and who shall let it? [Isa. 43:13].

The word let in this verse means to hinder. No creature can slip out of the hand of God or escape out of His reach.

Thus saith the Lord, your redeemer, the Holy One of Israel; For your sake I have sent to Babylon, and have brought down all their nobles, and the Chaldeans, whose cry is in the ships [Isa. 43:14].
The ultimate destruction of Babylon is foretold.

I am the Lord, your Holy One, the creator of Israel, your King [Isa. 43:15].
Surely it is inescapable that the nation Israel is the subject. God takes responsibility for bringing them into existence. Let every anti-Semite take note of this. He is their King. This is another affirmation of the deity of Christ, for He is their King. When the Lord Jesus came to earth and made His claim to Kingship, Israel knew that He was claiming to be Immanuel, “… God with us” (Matt. 1:23). The instructed Israelite understood that.

We have seen that God claims Israel because He created them. Now He speaks of the fact that even the beasts of the field honor Him.

The beast of the field shall honour me, the dragons and the owls: because I give waters in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert, to give drink to my people, my chosen [Isa. 43:20].
I have a notion that even the animal world is a little more conscious of God than His creature man, who has fallen into sin.

I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins [Isa. 43:25].
God is saying that He intends to forgive them on the same basis that He has forgiven us.

Thy first father hath sinned, and thy teachers have transgressed against me [Isa. 43:27].
This evidently is a reference to Abraham. Surely Scripture records his failures and sins. We have only to mention the matter of his lying to Pharaoh about Sarah, his wife.

Thy teachers means “interpreters.” Those who interpreted God to the people had faults and sins. Remember Samson, Samuel, and David.

Therefore I have profaned the princes of the sanctuary, and have given Jacob to the curse, and Israel to reproaches [Isa. 43:28].
This is the present condition of Israel. They have no peace today because they have departed from the living and true God.

This is not, however, their final state.

Chapter 44 continues the theme of chapter 43. However, the last chapter closes with the dark mention of coming judgment. This chapter moves into the light of the coming kingdom and the promise of the Holy Spirit.

There is in this chapter a brilliant and bitterly devastating satire against idolatry. This is the recurring theme of this particular section. The human heart has a way of turning from God to some idol. Today, we do not go after graven images, but anything to which a person gives himself instead of the true God is an idol. It can be a career, the making of money, seeking for fame, pleasure, sex, alcohol, self-adoration, or business. These are our idols, O America! The high point of the prophet’s polemic against idolatry will come in chapter 46. There we shall have occasion to consider this subject further and to examine the real distinction between God and an idol.

Promise of the spirit
God calls to Israel as His chosen one and assures her of His help. Then there is this remarkable prophecy of the Holy Spirit:
For I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground: I will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring [Isa. 44:3].
This, I believe, is a reference to the pouring out of the Spirit, which corresponds to Joel 2:28–32. If you read Joel’s prophecy very carefully, you will find that it was not fulfilled on the Day of Pentecost. When Peter quoted from it, he did two things: First, he said, “this is that”—he did not say it was a fulfillment (see Acts 2:16). The crowd there in Jerusalem was ridiculing the disciples because they were speaking in different languages of the “… wonderful works of God” (Acts 2:11). The people were accusing them of being “… full of new wine” (Acts 2:13), instead of the Holy Spirit. So Peter says in substance, “This should not amaze you, because this is similar to what will take place in the last days.” Now how do we know it wasn’t fulfilled on the Day of Pentecost? There are several reasons: (1) Joel said, “And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke. The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood …” (Joel 2:30–31). This did not take place on the Day of Pentecost. (2) The record in Acts tells us that the Spirit was not poured out on all people, but Joel said: “… I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh …” (Joel 2:28). In Acts there were first 120 disciples, then 3,000 believers—not ever “all,” and after nineteen hundred years it still is not all. There were probably a half million to a million people in Jerusalem at that time, but by no stretch of the imagination can anyone say that Joel’s prophecy was fulfilled at that time. But the fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy is coming in the future. This is the reason I continually say that the greatest days for God are in the future.

Polemic Against Idolatry
In verses 9–20 we have a brilliant polemic against idolatry. The way the prophet deals with the subject is devastating. Those who make images are witnesses to the senseless character of their gods. An image does not even have the five senses of a human being. An idol can’t hear, see, talk, smell, or feel. Paul called them “nothings,” and that is what they are. They cannot help anyone.
Who hath formed a god, or molten a graven image that is profitable for nothing? [Isa. 44:10].
The prophet asks the question, “Why do you spend all of your time making a god? You ought to be ashamed. You have everything mixed up. You don’t make a god; God made you!”

Now he goes on to describe idol making—

The smith with the tongs both worketh in the coals, and fashioneth it with hammers, and worketh it with the strength of his arms: yea, he is hungry, and his strength faileth: he drinketh no water, and is faint [Isa. 44:12].
The artificer of metals works hard in forging a god from some metal, but this labor weakens him and reveals that he is but a man. After all of his labor, talent, time, and money that he puts into making a god, what does he get? Nothing! He gets a beautiful little “nothing.”

The origin of a man-made god begins in a forest; yet it is God who made the tree to begin with! Only God can make a tree.

Then shall it be for a man to burn: for he will take thereof, and warm himself; yea, he kindleth it, and baketh bread; yea, he maketh a god, and worshippeth it; he maketh it a graven image, and falleth down thereto [Isa. 44:15].
The chips and scraps from the production of a god are used to kindle a fire for the man to warm himself and to bake bread. This is the only practical and helpful contribution that comes from the making of a god. In fact, the scraps are helpful, but that idol is no good to you at all. It cannot warm you; it cannot cook your food; it cannot help you; it cannot save you. An idol cannot do anything for you. God is calling Israel’s attention to how absurd idolatry really is.

My friend, many of us give ourselves to those things that take us away from God. They don’t help us, they don’t lift us up, they don’t bring us joy, and it is a fact that they can never save us.

Prophecy Concerning Cyrus
That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid [Isa. 44:28].

Keep in mind that this verse really belongs in the next chapter. This is a remarkable prophecy concerning Cyrus. He is named here about two centuries before his birth. He is designated as “my shepherd.” This is the only instance where a pagan potentate is given such a title. We shall develop this in the next chapter.

----------------------------------------------------------------------
----------------------------------------------------------------------
Next: 
Isaiah - Part 3
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